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SENATE  JOURNAL. 


EXTRA  SESSION,  1872. 


PROCLAMATION  OF  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ap- 
proved February  2,  1872,  there  has  been  apportioned  to  the  State 
of  Tennessee  nine  Representatives  in  said  Congress ; and  whereas, 
it  is  proper,  before  the  next  Regular  Session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, that  the  State  should  be  re-districted  in  conformity  with  said 
Act  of  Congress ; and  whereas,  there  are  other  matters  of  public 
interest  which  require  legislation  : 

Now  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested, 
by  Section  9 of  Article  III,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  I, 
John  C.  Brown,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  do,  by  this 
Proclamation,  convene  the  General  Assembly  of  Tennessee,  in  Ex- 
traordinary Session,  in  the  Capitol  at  Nashville,  on  Tuesday,  the 
12th  day  of  March,  1872,  at  the  hour  of  12  o’clock  M.,  and  when 
assembled  they  will  enter  upon  the  following  legislative  business, 
to-wit : 

1st.  The  re-districting  of  the  State  into  nine  Congressional  Dis- 
tricts, in  conformity  with  the  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  approved  the  2nd  day  of  February,  1872,  entitled  “An  act 
for  the  Apportionment  of  Representatives  to  Congress,  among  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  Ninth  Census,”  and  such  other  leg- 
islation as  may  be. necessary  to  provide  for  proper  representation  in 
Congress. 

2d.  To  so  amend,  alter, or  change  an  act  passed  the  6th  day  of 
December,  1871,  of  the  last  Regular  Session,  entitled  “An  act  to 
provide  for  the  sale  of  Lands  which  have  been  sold  for  Taxes  due 
the  State,  and  bought  in  by  the  Collector  of  Revenue,”  as  may  be 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  said  act,  and  promote  its  objects,  and  as 
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will  insure  the  speedy  and  valid  sale  of  such  lands,  as  well  as  the 
collection  of  all  assessments  of  taxes  yet  due  the  State  and  counties, 
and  such  further  legislation  as  will  insure  the  more  prompt  and  effi- 
cient collection  of  the  Revenue. 

3rd.  To  have  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison 
examined,  and  to  provide  for  a settlement  with  the  Inspectors,  and 
to  provide  also  for  the  more  thorough  discipline  and  management 
of  the  Prison. 

4th.  To  give  such  instructions,  and  to  confer  such  powers  upon  the 
Commissioners,  heretofore  appointed  to  sell  delinquent  Railroads,  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  a sale  of  the  State’s  interest  in  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Pacific  Railroad,  as  well  as  an  adjustment  with  the  purcha- 
sers of  the  Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louisville  Railroad,  and  con- 
fer such  other  powers,  and  prescribe  such  other  duties,  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  by  amendments  or  modifications  of  existing 
Laws,  for  the  sale  of  delinquent  Railroads. 

5th.  To  receive,  and  pass  upon  the  report  of  the  officers  of  the 
State  Government,  appointed  to  cancel  State  Bonds  and  coupons, 
and  to  authorize  the  cancellation  of  other  securities  and  bank  notes. 

6th.  To  provide  for  the  appointment  of  agents,  to  adjust  claims 
between  the  State  and  United  States  Government. 

7th.  To  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  Registers  and  Entry- 
takers,  and  such  other  legislation  as  may  be  necessary,  in  relation 
to  the  land  offices,  and  their  books  and  papers. 

8th.  To  supply  defects  and  omissions  in  the  acts  of  the  regular 
session,  viz.:  The  act  for  the  benefit  ot  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
so  far  as  it  prescribes  the  manner  of  admitting  patients;  The  act  to 
apportion  the  Senatorial  and  Representative  Districts  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  so  as  to  prescribe  times  and  places  for  comparing  the 
polls  of  districts ; The  act  to  create  the  office  of  County  J udge  for 
Carroll  County,  so  as  to  provide  said  County  of  Carroll  with  a legal 
court,  until  the  next  regular  biennial  election. 

9th.  To  afford  relief  to  litigants,  and  to  the  country,  by  provid- 
ing proper  remedies  for  the  speedy  hearing  of  causes,  on  the  crowded 
dockets  of  the  courts,  and  especially  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  changing  existing  laws,  for  the  editing  and 
publishing  the  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court ; and  in  response  to 
petitions  from  the  Bench  and  Bar,  and  from  other  sources,  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  re-publishing  the  former  Supreme  Court  Re- 
ports, and  revisal  of  the  Statutes. 

10th.  To  appoint  Commissioners  to  settle  a question  of  Boundary, 
between  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Virginia. 

11th.  To  authorize  additional  loans  to  meet  current  expenses  in 
Anticipation  of  the  Revenue  of  the  present  year. 

12th.  To  amend  the  laws  relating  to  Common  Schools  and  edu- 
cation in  such  manner  as  may  be  found  necessary. 
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13th.  To  provide  for  the  preservation  of  the  Archives  and  Public 
Property  at  the  Capitol. 

14th-  To  consider  the  propriety  of  enlarging  the  powers  of 
municipal  corporations  to  issue  bonds. 

In  testimony  whereof , I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
great  seal  of  the  State  to  he  affixed,  at  the  Executive  Depart - 
[l.  s.]  ment  at  Nashville , on  this  23 rd  day  of  February,  1872. 

JNO.  C.  BROWN,  Governor . 

T.  H.  BUTLER,  Secretary  of  State. 


? 


In  accordance  with  the  above  proclamation,  the  Thirty-Seventh 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  assembled  in  extraor- 
dinary session  at  the  Capitol,  at  Nashville,  on  Tuesday,  the  12th 
day  of  March,  A.  D.  1872,  at  12  o’clock,  M. 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Thos.  O.  Summers. 

Upon  a call  of  the  roll,  the  following  Senators  answered  to  their 
names : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene, 
McConnell,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tol- 
ley, Warren,  Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warren,  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  notify  the 
House  that  the  Senate  was  convened,  and  was  ready  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Earnest,  Senator  elect  from  the  First  District,  ap- 
peared upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  and  was  qualified  by  the 
Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson,  the  rules  of  the  last  session  of  the 
Senate  were  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  present  session. 
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RESIGNATION. 

St.  Louis  University,  March  12,  1872. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  Nashville , 
Tennessee : 

Gentlemen  : — Engagements  entered  into  by  me  since  your  late 
adjournment  make  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  resign  the  position  of 
Assistant  Doorkeeper  and  Messenger  of  your  Honorable  Body. 
While  doing  so,  I take  occasion  to  tender  you,  as  a body  and  indi- 
vidually, my  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  courtesy  and  forbear- 
ance extended  to  me  as  a subordinate  officer  throughout  your  late 
interesting  session. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LUTHER  W.  CALDWELL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson,  the  resignation  was  aceepted,  and  the 
office  of  Assistant  Doorkeeper  was  dispensed  with  during  the  pres- 
ent session. 

Mr.  Tolley  moved  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  an  Assistant 
Clerk  and  one  Porter,  but  subsequently  withdrew  the  motion. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  informing  the  Senate  that  the  House  was  ready  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Warren  : Senate  bill  No.  1,  To  amend  an  Act,  passed 
December  11,  1871,  entitled,  An  Act  to  apportion  the  Senatorial 
and  Representative  Districts  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

By  Mr.  Warren.:  Senate  bill  No.  2,  To  provide  for  the  sale  of 
land  purchased  by  the  State  for  taxes. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, Ways  and  Means. 

By  Mr.  Ridley  : Senate  bill  No.  3,  To  authorize  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  incorporated  towns  and  cities  to  issue  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  $15,000. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, Ways  and  Means. 

By  Mr.  Greene:  Senate  bill  No.  4,  To  amend  the  common 
school  laws  of  the  State. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation and  Common  Schools. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

By  Mr.  Gibson  : Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  1,  viz : 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  That 
each  of  the  fourteen  specific  matters  referred  to  by  the  Governor  in 

his  proclamation  be  referred  to  a Joint  Select  Committee  of 

on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Lies  over  under  the  rules. 

By  Mr.  DuBose : Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  2,  viz : 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  That 

a committee  of  two  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and on  the  part 

of  the  House,  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  His  Excellency,  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  is  now  convened 
and  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  may  desire  to  make. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules,  and  Messrs.  DuBose, 
and  Gibson  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

By  Mr.  Greene : Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  3,  viz : 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  That 
the  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  at  the  first  session  of  this 
General  Assembly  to  re-district  the  State  into  Senatorial  and  Rep- 
resentative Districts  be  appointed  and  constituted  a Joint  Select 
Committee  to  draft  a bill  laying  off  the  State  into  Congressional 
Districts  under  the  ninth  census,  and  report  the  same  as  early  as 
possible  to  this  General  Assembly. 

Lies  over  under  the  rules. 

By  Mr.  Porter : Senate  Resolution  No.  1,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  rule  established  at  the  last  session  of  this 
body,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Clerk,  shall  pre- 
vail at  the  present  session  : 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  adopted : 


Yeas 13 

Nays 4 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Greene,  Mer 
ritt,  Patterson,  Porter,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  Warren  and  Windle. 
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Senators  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Gibson,  McConnell,  Tolley,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

/ 

By  Mr.  Gibson  : Senate  Resolution,  No,  2,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  authorized  to  appoint  a Porter  to 
the  Senate,  at  a salary  of  two  dollars  per  day,  and  that  but  one  Por- 
ter be  appointed. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and 

Mr.  Coulter  offered  Senate  Resolution  No.  3,  in  lieu,  viz  : 

Resolved , That  but  one  Porter  for  the  Senate  be  paid  for  services 
during  the  present  session,  and  that  he  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker. 

Adopted  in  lieu. 

Mr.  Gibson  moved  to  add  “ and  shall  not  receive  more  than  two 
dollars  per  day. 

Lost. 


Yeas 7 

Nays 11 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Clarke,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Pope,  Porter,  Warren  and 
Windle. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Greene,  Merritt,  Patter- 
son, Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Mr.  Coulter  then  withdrew  the  resolution. 

By  Mr.  Porter:  Senate  Resolution,  No.  4,  viz  : 

Resolved , That  the  Speaker  shall  designate  and  assign  a separate 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  and  report  upon  each  distinct 
subject  specified  for  legislation  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Gover- 
nor convening  this  body ; said  committees  to  co'nsist  of  not  more 
than  three  members  respectively,  excepting  the  committee  to  be 
appointed  upon  re- districting  the  State  Congressionally : said  corn- 
committee  to  consist  of  two  members  from  each  Grand  Division  of 
the  State. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  taken  up. 

Mr.  Tolley  offered  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  4,  in  lieu,  viz : 
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Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  That  a Joint 
Committee,  composed  of  six  members,  two  from  each  Grand  Di- 
vision of  the  State,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  members 

on  the  part  of  the  House  be  appointed  by  the  respective  speakers, 
to  whom  shall  be  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor’s  message  as 
relates  to  re-districting  the  State  for  members  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  in  lieu,  and  then  adopted; 

By  Mr.  Porter,  Senate  Resolution  No.  5,  viz : 

Resolved , That  the  Comptroller  be  authorized  to  issue  his  war- 
rant upon  the  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the  Doorkeeper  for  $5,  for  each 
of  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing postage  stamps  for  the  use  of  said  members  during  the  pres- 
ent session  of  this  body. 

Lies  over  under  the  rules. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  4,  To  provide  for  printing  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Governor,  was  read. 

The  blank  was  filled  with  “ two  hundred,”  and  the  resolution 
was  concurred  in. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  returning  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  2,  concurred  in, 
and  transmitting  the  message  of  His  Excellency,  the  Governor, 
with  accompanying  documents.  Also,  House  Joint  Resolution  No. 
4,  to  print  the  same. 

COMMITTEES. 

The  Speaker  added  Mr.  Earnest  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and 
to  the  Committees  on  Public  Roads  and  Charitable  Institutions. 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  DuBose,  from  the  committee  to  wait  upon  the  Governor,  in- 
formed the  Senate  that  his  Excellency  would  send  a message  during 
the  morning  session. 

(For  Governor’s  message  see  appendix.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DuBose,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  9 o’clock, 
A.  M.  to-morrow. 

S2  , 
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WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  13,  1872. 


The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  Chair. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brown. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

By  Mr.  Warren  : Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  5,  viz : 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee , That 
the  Senate  meet  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  23d  day  of  March,  1872,  at  11 
A.  m.,  o’clock,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  such  vacancies  as  exist  in 
any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  State. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules. 

By  Mr.  Warren:  Senate  JointResolution  No.  6,  viz: 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee , That 

a committee  of  two  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and on  the  part 

of  the  House,  be  appointed  to  make  a settlement  with  the  Inspectors 
of  the  State  Prison,  and  that  they  report  their  action  to  this  session 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules,  and  Messrs.  Porter  and 
Earnest  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

By  Mr.  Warrem:  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  7,  viz : 

Resolved , That  a committee  of  two  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 

and on  the  part  of  the  House  be  appointed  to  receive  and  pass 

upon  the  report  of  the  officers  of  the  State  government  appointed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  to  cancel  State  bonds  and 
coupons  and  for  other  purposes,  and  that  they  report  their  action  to 
this  session  at  the  earliest  period  practicable. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules,  and  Messrs.  Warren  and 
Hughes  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Senate  Joint  Resolution  No..  1,  to  appoint  a special  joint  commit- 
tee was  laid  on  the  table. 
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Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  3,  to  appoint  a committee  to  re-dis« 
trict  the  State,  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Greene. 

Senate  Resolution  No.  5,  to  provide  postal  money,  was  amended 
by  adding  three  daily  newspapers  for  each  member,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

By  Mr.  Merritt,  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  8,  to  settle  claims 
between  the  United  States  Government  and  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

I am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report  that 
Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  4 and  7 are  correctly  engrossed. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House  through  Mr.  Brown,  their 
Clerk,  returning  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  4,  concurred  in. 

SENATE  BILL  ON  SECOND  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  2,  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  land  purchased  by 
the  State  for  taxes,  passed  second  reading  and  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means,  and  one  hundred 
copies  ordered  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merritt,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  o’clock, 
A.  M.,  to-morrow. 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  14,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
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HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  transmitting  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  7 adopted, 
and  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  4,  for  the  signature  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  Senate. 


COMMITTEES. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  committee  to  re-district  the  State, 
Messrs.  DuBose,  Coulter,  Merritt,  Windle,  McConnell  and  Greene, 
and  for  the  State  at  large,  Mr.  Tolley. 

SIGNED. 

The  Speaker,  in  open  session,  signed  House  Joint  Resolution 
No.  4. 


INVITATIONS. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  M.  McKeon,  Grand  Marshal,  to 
the  Senate,  to  witness  the  procession  of  Irish  Catholics  on  the  18th 
instant,  St.  Patrick’s  Day. 

Accepted. 

NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Gibson : Senate  Bill  No.  5,  to  repeal  an  Act  to  revise  the 
rules  of  Chancery  practice. 

Mr.  Tolley  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Lost. 


Yeas 4 

Nays 16 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Patterson  and  Tolley. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gibson,  Greene, 
Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Pope,  Porter,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  War- 
ren, Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

The  bill  passed  first  reading  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

By  Mr.  Windle:  Senate  Bill  No.  6,  To  revise  the  rules  of  Chan- 
cery practice. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 
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By  Mr.  Gibson:  Senate  Bill  No.  7,  To  insure  the  more  prompt 
and  efficient  collection  of  revenue,  received  by  clerks  and  justices. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fin- 
ance, Ways  and  Means. 

By  Mr.  DuBose : Senate  Bill  No.  8,  To  more  effectually  secure 
the  public  revenue. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fin- 
ance, Ways  and  Means. 

By  Mr.  McConnell:  Senate  Bill  No.  9,  To  amend  Section  10  of 
An  Act,  passed  December  21,  1871,  for  the  sale  of  the  State’s  in- 
terest in  delinquent  railroads. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inter- 
nal Improvements. 

By  Mr.  Merritt : Senate  Bill  No.  10,  To  appoint  agents  to  settle 
the  claims  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fin- 
ance, Ways  and  Means. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

By  Mr.  Windle  : Senate  Resolution  No.  6,  viz  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate , That  the  Speaker  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  appoint  one  additional  member,  to  be  from  the  State  at 
large,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  Joint  Select  Committee,  to 
lay  off  the  State  into- Congressional  Districts. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules. 

By  Mr.  Gibson:  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  9,  viz  : 

Senate  Joint  Resolution  in  reference  to  the  boundary  between 
Tennessee  and  Virginia. 

Resolved , by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee , 
That  section  10  of  the  Governor’s  proclamation,  in  reference  to  the 
boundary  between  Tennessee  and  Virginia,  be  referred  to  a joint 

select  committee  of  three  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and on 

the  part  of  the  House. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hughes  offered  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  10,  in  lieu,  viz: 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee, 
That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  send  an  attested 
copy,  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, passed  1802,  and  all  subsequent  Acts  bearing  upon  the  subject 
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of  boundary,  between  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Virginia — to  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  expressing  the  determination  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  adhere  to  the  boundaries  as  settled  here- 
tofore, by  Commissioners  duly  appointed,  by  the  States  of  Virginia 
and  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Tolley  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  in  lieu  upon  the  table. 

Carried. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Gibson  was  then  adopted,  and  Messrs. 
Gibson,  Greene  and  Earnest,  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  7,  Directory  to  the  Comptroller, 

Was  concurred  in.  . 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  4,  To  amend  the  school  laws. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  Common  Schools. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warren,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  o’clock 
A.  M.  to-morrow. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  15,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn, 
in  the  chair. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Elliott. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

BILLS  RETURNED. 

Mr.  Ridley,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  re- 
turned Senate  Bill  No.  9,  To  amend  section  10  of  an  Act  of  Decem- 
ber 21,  1870,  for  the  sale  of  the  State’s  interest  in  delinquent  rail- 
roads, without  action. 
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Mr.  Merritt,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  returned  Senate 
Bills  Nos.  1,  5,  and  6,  without  action. 

Mr.  DuBose,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means, 
returned  Senate  Bills  Nos.  3,  7,  8 and  10,  without  action. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  transmitting  House  Bills  Nos.  1,  2 and  6,  passed  by 
the  House,  and  Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  6 and  7,  concurred  in. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  : 

Mr.  Speaker: 

I am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report  that 
Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  5,  6 and  7 are  correctly  engrossed, 
and  that  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  1,  and  Senate  Joint  Resolu- 
tion No.  2,  are  correctly  enrolled. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

By  Mr.  Warren:  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  7,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means, 
take  under  consideration  that  portion  of  section  9 of  the  Governor’s 
proclamation  relative  to  the  re-publication  of  the  Supreme  Court 
Reports,  and  that  they  report  as  early  as  practicable,  whether  it  is 
compatible  with  the  public  interest  that  said  Reports  should  be  re- 
published, and  if  they  should  be  re-published,  they  shall  report  the 
number  of  copies  to  be  supplied,  and  the  amount  of  money  which 
will  be  necessary  to  be  expendeded  by  the  State  to  secure  these 
Reports. 

Resolved , That  the  question  of  revising  the  Statutes  of  the  State 
be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  that  they  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  1,  To  amend  the  apportionment  bill,  passed  De- 
cember 11,  1871. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Senate  Bill  No.  3,  To  authorize  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
incorporated  towns  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $15,000  was 
read. 
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Mr.  Tharpe  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  f arther  enacted,  That  before  the  issuance  of  said 
bonds,  the  said  Mayor  and  City  Council,  or  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
of  said  city  or  town,  shall  submit  the  proposition  to  the  voting  pop- 
ulation thereof.  Those  in  favor  of  the  issuance  of  said  bonds  shall 
have  upon  their  tickets  the  word  bonds  and  those  opposed  no  bonds. 

Mr.  Tolley  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  requiring  a three- 
fourths  vote  of  those  voting  to  authorize  the  issuance  of  said  bonds. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  motion,  the  bill,  with  proposed 
amendments,  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways 
and  Means. 

Senate  Bill  No.  5,  To  repeal  an  Act  to  revise  the  rules  of  Chan- 
cery practice. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Senate  Bill  No.  6,  To  repeal  an  Act  to  revise  the  rules  of  Chan- 
cery practice. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Senate  Bill  No.  7,  To  insure  the  more  prompt  and  efficient  col- 
lection of  revenue  received  by  Clerks  and  Justices. 

Passed  second  reading  and  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  Ways  and  Means. 

Senate  Bill  No.  8,  To  more  effectually  secure  the  public  revenue 

Passed  second  reading  and  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  Ways  and  Means. 

Senate  Bill  No.  9,  To  amend  Section  10,  of  the  Act  of  December 
21  1870,  for  the  sale  of  the  State’s  interest  in  delinquent  railroads. 

Passed  second  reading  and  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements. 

Senate  Bill  No.  10,  To  appoint  agents  to  settle  the  claims  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Passed  second  reading  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fed- 
eral Relations. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  FIRST  READING. 

V 

House  Bill  No.  1,  To  amend  an  Act  to  create  the  office  of  County 
Judge  for  Carroll  County. 

Passed  first  reading  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary*  Committee. 

House  Bill  No.  2,  To  authorize  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  ot 
incorporated  towns  to  issue  bonds. 

Passed  first  reading  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, Ways  and  Means. 
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House  Bill  No.  6,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  December  14,  1871, 
to  prescribe  the  time  and  mode  of  admitting  patients  to  the  Tennes- 
see Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

Passed  first  reading  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Char- 
itable Institutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridley,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  11  o’clock, 
A.  M.,  to-morrow. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  16,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  their  Clerk, 
Mr.  Brown,  returning  Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  5 and  6 signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

REPORTS. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Wm.  Morrow,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education 
and  Common  Schools. 

From  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

Mr.  Tolley,  from  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  returned 
Senate  Bill  No.  10,  and  recommended  its  passage. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.  Speaker: 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  to  report 
that  Senate  Resolutions  Nos.  5 and  6 and  Senate  Joint  Resolution 
No.  4,  are  correctly  enrolled,  and  that  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No. 
9 is  correctly  engrossed. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS  SIGNED. 

The  Speaker,  in  open  session,  signed  Senate  Resolutions  Nos.  5 
and  6,  and  Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  2 and  4. 

S3 
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From  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Speaker: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  Senate 
Bill  No.  1,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

MERRITT,  Chairman. 

From  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

Senate  Bill  No.  9,  To  amend  Section  10  of  an  Act  passed  Decem- 
ber 21st,  1871,  for  the  sale  of  the  State’s  interest  in  delinquent  rail- 
roads, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  has 
been  considered,  and  the  Committee  unanimously  recommend  its  re- 
jection. RIDLEY,  Chairman. 

From  the  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions. 

Mr.  Speaker: 

The  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions,  to  whom  was  referred 
House  Bill  No.  6,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have 
instructed  me  to  recommend  its  passage. 

EARNEST,  Chairman. 

From  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means: 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means  have  directed  me 
to  report  Senate  Bill  No.  2,  “To  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  pur- 
chased by  the  State  for  taxes,”  with  a recommendation  that  it  be 
passed  with  the  following  amendments  : 

In  Section  1,  strike  out  “ of  the  respective  counties  in  this  State,” 
in  the  eighth  and  ninth  lines. 

In  Section  2,  add  after  the  word  “ Tennessee,”  in  the  fourth  line, 
“for  the  use  of  the  State,  the  county  where  filed,  and  any  incorpor- 
ation therein  which  may  apply  to  become  a party  complainant.” 

In  Section  8,  add  to  the  eighth  line  “ Provided  that  this  Act  shall 
not  apply  to  the  property  ot  minors,  lunatics  or  idiots.” 

In  Section  9 fill  blank  as  follows:  “ the  same  per  cent,  now  al- 
lowed tax  collectors.” 

In  Section  13,  after  “ services”  in  third  line,  add  “ which  shall 
not  exceed  ten  dollars  on,  each  tract,”  and  * strike  out  all  after 
“costs”  in  same  line. 

Add  to  Section  16  as  follows:  “ Beit  further  enacted , That  an 
Act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  which  have  been  sold  for  taxes 
due  the  State,  and  bought  in  by  the  collectors  of  revenue,  approved 
December  8,  1871,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and 

That  this  Act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Also  Senate  Bill  No.  7,  for  passage,  and  Senate  Bill  No.  8 for  re- 
jection. DuBOSE,  Chairman. 
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NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Hawes:  Senate  Bill  No.  11,  To  amend  Section  1,  Buie 
13,  of  the-Act  of  December  14,  1871,  to  revise  the  rules  of  Chancery 
practice. 

By  Mr.  Gibson : Senate  Bill  No.  12,  To  repeal  Sections  4 and  7 
of  Rule  2 of  the  Act  of  December  14,  1871,  to  revise  the  rules  of 
Chancery  practice. 

Passed  their  first  readings  and  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

By  Mr.  Warren  : Senate  Bill  No.  13,  To  provide  for  the  cancel- 
lation of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee  received  for  taxes. 

Passed  first  reading  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, W ays  and  Means. 

By  Mr.  WindD : Senate  Bill  No.  14,  To  amend  an  Act  passed 
25th  June,  1870,  to  fix  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts. 

Passed  first  reading. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  6,  To  amend  the  Act  prescribing  the  terms  and 
mode  of  admitting  patients  to  the  Tennessee  Hospital  for  the  In- 
sane was  read. 

Mr.  Gibson  moved  to  strike  out  the  preamble. 

Carried. 

The  bill  then  passed  second  reading. 

House  Bill  No.  2,  To  authorize  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
incorporated  towns  to  issue  bonds,  was  read  with  Senate  Bill  No.  3, 
on  the  same  subject,  and  was  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  Senate  Bill. 

Mr.  Clarke  offered  the  following  amendment. 

Section  -.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  before  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council,  or  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  any  city  or 
town,  shall  issue  the  bonds  of  such  city  or  town,  they  shall  submit 
the  proposition  to  issue  such  bonds  to  a vote  of  the  voting  popula- 
tion of  such  city  or  town,  clearly  setting  forth  the  amount,  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  are  to  be  issued,  together  with  the  rate  of  in- 
terest they  are  to  bear,  and  no  bonds  shall  issue  unless  a majority  of 
two-thirds  of  the  votes  polled  in  said  election  shall  vote  in  favor  of 
issuing  such  bonds. 

Sec.  -.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  any  officer  of  any  incor- 
porated city  or  town  in  this  State  shall  have  full  power  and  author- 
ity with,  or  without  warrant,  to  arrest  and  bring  to  trial  before  the 
proper  authority,  any  and  all  persons  who  may  be  guilty  of  a, .vio- 
lation of  the  municipal  laws  of  such  city  or  town. 

Sec.  -.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  where  any  judgment,  fine  or 
forfeiture  shall  be  rendered  against  any  person  offending  against  the 
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municipal  laws  of  any  incorporated  city  or  town,  by  the  Mayor  of 
such  city  or  town,  or  by  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  such  Mayor  or 
Justice  of  the  Peace  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  enforce 
the  collection  of  such  fine,  forfeiture  or  penalty,  by  issuing  an  exe- 
cution against  such  offender  and  his  sureties,  directed  to  the  consta- 
ble of  the  town  or  city,  or  to  the  sheriff,  or  any  constable  of  the 
county  in  which  the  offence  was  committed,  either  of  whom  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  collect  the  same. 

Mr.  Merritt  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Clarke. 

Be  it  further  enacted , That  there  shall  be  no  property  qualifica- 
tion for  any  municipal  office  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Patterson  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Lost. 


Yeas 9 

Nays 12 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Patterson,  Ridley, 
Tharpe,  Tolley,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

I . 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Clarke,  DuBose.  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Pope,  Warren  and  Windle. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  then  adopted. 


Yeas 13 

Nays 7 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Clarke,  Coulter,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes, 
McConnell,  Merritt,  Pope,  Warren,  Windle  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn. 

\ 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  DuBose,  Patterson,  Ridley,  Tharpe  and 
Tolley. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected. 


Yeas * 8 

Nays .10 


21 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Clarke,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Mer- 
ritt and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  McConnell,  Patterson, 
Pope,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren  and  Windle. 

Mr.  Hughes  offered  an  amendment  striking  out  “ one  hundred” 
and  inserting  “ twenty-five,”  and  that  the  bonds  issued  under  this 
Act  shall  be  receivable  for  all  taxes  and  other  dues  to  the  corporation 
issuing  them. 

Mr.  Gibson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting  the 
words  “ past  due  coupons.” 

Carried. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Clarke  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bond  or  bonds  shall  be  issued  in 
liquidation  of  any  debt  hereafter  created. 

Adopted. 


Yeas 11 

Nays 8 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Patter- 
son, Pope,  Tolley,  Windle  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are: 

Messrs.  Cooper,  DuBose,  Earnest,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Ridley, 
Tharpe  and  Warren. 

Mr.  Tolley  moved  to  strike  out  “ fifteen  hundred”  and  insert  “ one 
thousand.” 

Carried. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  on  second  reading. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Messrs.  Porter  and  Earnest,  members  of  the  committee  to  exam- 
ine the  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Penitentiary,  were  granted 
leave  of  absence  for  Monday  next  to  enable  them  to  visit  the  Peni- 
tentiary. 
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SENATE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  1,  To  amend  the  Act  of  December  11,  1871,  to 
apportion  the  Senatorial  and  Representative  Districts. 

Passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 20 

Nays 0 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gib- 
son, Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope, 
Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senate  Bill  No.  2,  To  provide  for  the  sale  of  land  purchased  by 
the  State  for  taxes,  was  read. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  Ways  and  Means, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tharpe,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  o’clock, 
A.  m.,  Monday. 


MONDAY,  MARCH  18,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

V 

A message  was  received ' from  the  House,  through  their  Clerk 
Mr.  Brown,  transmitting  House  Bill  No.  15,  passed. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills: 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report 
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that  Senate  Resolution  No.  7,  and  Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  6 
and  7,  are  correctly  enrolled. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 


SIGNED. 

The  Speaker  in  open  session  signed  Senate  Resolution  No  7,  and 
Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  6 and  7. 

NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Gibson:  Senate  Bill  No.  15,  To  repeal  an  Act  to  amend 
the  criminal  laws  of  the  State,  approved  January  26,  1871. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

By  Mr.  Gibson:  Senate  Bill  No.  16,  To  relieve  liquor  dealers 
from  taking  an  oath  and  giving  bond  not  to  adulterate  liquors. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tip- 
pling and  Tippling  Houses. 

By  Mr.  Merritt : Senate  Bill  No,  17,  To  authorize  the  Commis- 
sioners to  sell  delinquent  railroads  to  receive  the  balance  due  on  the 
Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louisville  railroad. 

Passed  first  reading. 

By  Mr.  Merritt : Senate  Bill  No.  18,  To  facilitate  the  payment 
of  the  purchase  money  due  upon  the  sale  of  delinquent  railroads. 

Passed  first  reading. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  2,  To  authorize  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
incorporated  towns  to  issue  bonds,  was  read. 

Mr.  Ridley  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Add  to  section  3,  “ except  there  may  be  issued  bonds  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  amount  of  5,000,  with  which  to  purchase  cemeteries. 

Adopted, 

The  bill  then  passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 14 

Nays 5 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  sire : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Hawes,  Merritt, 
Patterson,  Pope,  Ridley,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn. 
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Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Greene,  Hughes,  McConnell  and  Tharpe. 

House  Bill  No.  6,  To  amend  an  Act  prescribing  the  terms  and 
mode  of  admitting  patients  to  the  Tennessee  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Was  passed  over  informally. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  FIRST  READING. 

House  bill  No.  15,  To  provide  for  the  collection  of  unpaid  State 
and  county  taxes. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  one  hundred  copies  were  ordered  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  7,  To  secure  the  more  prompt  and  efficient  col- 
lection of  revenue  received  by  Clerks  and  Justices. 

Passed  third  reading. 


Yeas •. 18 

Nays 0 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gib- 
son, Greene,  Hawes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Ridley, 
Tharpe,  Tolley,  Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senate  Bill  No.  8,  To  more  effectually  secure  the  public  revenue. 
Was  rejected. 

Senate  Bill  No.  9,  To  amend  section  10  of  an  Act  passed  Decem- 
ber 21,  1871,  To  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  State’s  interest  in  de- 
linquent railroads, 

Was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Merritt,  the  Senate  took  a 

, RECESS 

of  thirty  minutes  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  procession  of 
Catholic  citizens  celebrating  St.  Patrick’s  Day. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  recess,  the  regular  order  of  business  was 
resumed. 

Senate  Bill  No.  10,  To  settle  claims  between  the  United  States 
Government  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  was  read. 
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Mr.  Merritt  offered  Senate  Bill  No.  19  in  lieu,  which,  together 
with  the  bill,  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Federal  Rela- 
tions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warren,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  o’clock, 
A.  M.,  to-morrow. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  19,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn, 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  their  Clerk 
Mr.  Brown,  transmitting  House  bills  Nos.  9,  18  and  20,  passed  by 
the  House;  and  returning  Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  6 and  7, 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR. 


Executive  Office, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  18,  1872. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  land  districts  into  which  the  State 
of  Tennessee  is  divided,  the  location  of  the  office  in  each  district, 
the  names  of  the  present  incumbents,  and  the  dates  of  their  elec- 
tions respectively,  to- wit : 


DISTRICT. 

Eastern, 

Middle, 

Western, 

Hiwassee, 

Ocoee, 

Mountain, 


OFFICE. 

Knoxville, 

Nashville, 

Jackson, 

Athens, 

Cleveland, 

Sparta, 


PRESENT  REGISTER. 

J.  H.  Armstrong, 
A.  Kocsis, 

J.  H.  Harper, 

M.  F.  Johnson, 
John  Blackburn, 
M.  F.  O’Connor, 


All  of  said  offices  are  now  vacant. 


DATE  OF  ELECT’N 

April  29,  1865. 
June  13,  1866, 
May  19,  1866. 
Feb.  14,  1868. 
Feb.  7,  1867. 
May  23,  1866. 


JOHN  C.  BROWN, 
Governor . 


Referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
S 4 
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PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Clarke  presented  a petition  from  citizens  of  Wilson  county 
for  a change  of  the  line  between  Wilson  and  DeKalb  counties. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  New  Counties  and  County  Lines. 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  Coulter,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Tippling  and  Tippling 
Houses,  returned  Senate  Bill  No.  16,  and  recommended  its  rejec- 
tion. 

From  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Common  Schools : 

Mr.  Speaker: 

I am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Common 
Schools  to  report,  that  the  Committee  have  had  under  consideration 
Senate  Bill  No.  4,  To  amend  the  Common  School  Laws,  and  recom- 
mend its  passage  with  the  following  amendments : In  line  four  of 

section  1,  insert  after  the  word  “ education  ” the  words  hereinbe- 
fore constituted.  In  the  nineteenth  line  of  section  2,  strike  out  the 
word  “ three,”  and  insert  the  word  six.  In  line  five  of  section  4, 
add  after  the  word  “ law,”  the  words,  provided  this  section  shall 
not  go  into  effect  until  January  1st,  1873,  and  provided.  To  sec- 
tion 5,  add  the  words,  except  as  hereinbefore  provided. 

GREENE,  Chairman. 

From  the  Judiciary  Committee: 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

The  Judiciary  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  House 
Bill  No.  1,  and  have  directed  me  to  report  that  the  commit- 
tee recommend  the  following  amendments : 1st.  That  the  title  be 

so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows : 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  passed  December  14,  1871,  entitled  An 
Act  to  create  the  office  of  County  Judge  for  Carroll  and  DeKalb 
counties. 

That  the  1st  section  of  the  bill  be  so  amended  as  to  read  : That 

the  County  Court  of  Carroll  county  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered, at  its  April  term,  1872,  to  elect  a person  learned  in  the 
law  and  legally  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
County  Judge  of  Carroll  county,  until  an  election  be  held  in  August, 
1872. 

That  section  2 be  amended  so  as  to  read : That  all  Acts  done  by 

the  Quorum  Court  of  Carroll  county  in  the  discharge  of  its  legal 
duties  and  powers,  since  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  December  14, 
1871,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  legal  and  valid. 

MERRITT,  Chairman. 
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NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : Senate  bill  No.  19,  To  repeal  Section  7,  Rule  2, 
and  Section  1 of  Rule  8,  and  Section  13  of  the  Act  to  revise  the 
rules  of  Chancery  practice. 

Passed  first  reading. 

By  Mr.  DuBose,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Re-district  the 
State : Senate  Bill  No.  20,  To  lay  off  the  State  into  Congressional 
Districts. 

Passed  first  reading. 

Mr.  DuBose  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee. 

Carried. 


Yeas 12 

Nays 9 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Hughes, 
Patterson,  Pope,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  Warren,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  McConnell,  Mer- 
ritt, Windle  and  Young. 

By  Mr.  Hughes:  Senate  Bill  No.  21,  To  enable  commissioners 
appointed  to  sell  delinquent  railroads  to  settle  with  the  McMinn- 
ville and  Manchester  Railroad. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inter- 
nal Improvements. 

By  Mr.  Merritt : Senate  Bill  No.  22,  To  amend  an  Act  approved 
December  15,  1871,  relative  to  a sale  of  the  State's  interest  in  the 
Tennessee  and  Pacific  Railroad. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal 
Improvements. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

By  Mr.  Earnest:  Senate  Resolution  No.  8,  viz: 

j Resolved,  That  the  Ministers  of  the  city  are  respectfully  requested 
to  make  such  arrangements  among  themselves  as  will  enable  one  of 
their  number  to  be  present  each  morning  during  the  present  session 
to  open  the  proceedings  with  prayer,  and  that  a committee  of  two 
be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  to  inform  the  ministers  of  the  passage 
of  this  resolution. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules,  and  Messrs.  Earnest 
and  Patterson  appointed  the  Committee. 
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By  Mr.  McConnell:  Senate  Resolution  No.  9,  viz: 

Whereas,  a bill  is  now  pending  before  the  General  Assembly 
to  allow  the  counties  of  Knox  and  Blount  to  redeem  the  Knoxville 
and  Charleston  Railroad  from  the  purchasers  thereof,  should  the 
same  be  sold  on  the  20th  inst.,  and 

Whereas,  no  time  now  remains  in  which  to  perfect  said  bill  in 
time  to  insure  said  right  of  redemption  to  said  counties,  should  said 
road  be  sold  as  advertised,  on  the  20th  inst.,  and 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  that  said  counties  are  vitally 
interested  in  the  matter  of  the  sale  and  purchase  of  the  said  road, 
and  that  in  the  event  time  was  given  to  said  counties  in  which  to 
prepare  to  enter  the  list  of  bidders,  the  result  would  most  certainly 
be  to  greatly  enhance  the  amount  ultimately  to  be  received  by  the 
State  as  the  price  of  the  said  road.  Therefore, 

Resolved , That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  body  that  said  sale  should 
be  postponed  for  such  reasonable  time  as  will  give  said  counties  an 
opportunity  of  bidding  for  the  same,  and  express  the  hope  that  the 
Commissioners,  whose  duty  it  is  made  to  sell  the  delinquent  rail- 
roads, will  find  this  expression  of  opinion  consistent  with  their  no- 
tions of  propriety,  and  that  they  will  govern  their  action  accord- 
ingly. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  bill  No.  6,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  December  14,  1871, 
To  prescribe  the  mode  of 
Insane,  was  read. 

Mr.  Gibson  offered  the  following  amendment — add  to  section  1 : 

Provided , that  if  in  proportioning  the  non-paying  patients  among 
the  several  counties,  any  county  having  a surplus  population  of  two 
thousand  or  more,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  additional  patient  for  such 
surplus  : And  pixtvided  further , that  in  admitting  non-paying 

patients,  counties  having  no  patients  charged  against  them,  shall  be 
preferred  to  other  counties. 

Adopted. 

The  bill  then  passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 19 

Nays 0 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs..  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Ear- 
nest, Gibson,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Patterson,  Pope,  Ridley,  Tharpe, 
Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 


admitting  patients  to  the  Hospital  for  the 
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HOUSE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

House  bill  No.  15,  To  provide  for  the  collection  of  unpaid  taxes. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  Ways  and  Means. 

House  bill  No.  1,  To  amend  an  Act  to  create  the  office  of  County 
Judge  for  Carroll  County,  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coulter,  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  passed  second  reading. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  FIRST  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  9,  To  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Chancery 
Court  in  Lake  County. 

Passed  first  reading. 

House  Bill  No.  18,  To  secure  the  payment  of  State  and  county 
taxes. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

House  Bill  No.  20,  To  repeal  section  7,  chapter  18,  of  an  Act 
passed  June  13th,  1870,  in  reference  tp  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
Tennessee. 

Passed  first  reading. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  4,  To  amend  the  common  school  laws, 

Was  read. 

The  amendments  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Education 
and  Common  Schools,  to  sections  1 and  2, 

Were  concurred  in. 

In  lieu  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  to  sec- 
tion 4, 

Mr.  Brandon  offered  the  following : 

This  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  January,  1873. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hughes,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  postponed  until  Thursday  next,  at  11  o’clock  A.  M. 

Senate  Bill  No.  2,  To  provide  for  the  sale  of  land  for  taxes, 

Was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and 
Means. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  14,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  June  25,  1870,  to 
fix  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts. 

Passed  second  reading. 
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Senate  Bill  No.  16,  For  the  benefit  of  liquor  dealers. 

Was  rejected. 

Senate  Bill  No.  17,  To  authorize  the  Railroad  Commissioners  to 
settle  with  the  Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louisville  Railroad. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Senate  Bill  No.  18,  To  facilitate  the  payment  of  purchase  money, 
due  upon  the  sale  of  delinquent  railroads. 

Was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Merritt.  % 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patterson,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10 
o’clock  A.  M.,  to-morrow. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  20,  1872. 


The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  Ridley  was  granted  indefinite  leave  of  absence  on  account  of 
sickness. 


HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  transmitting  House  Bill  No.  16,  passed;  House  Joint 
Resolution  No.  7,  for  signature;  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  17, 
adopted,  and  returning  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  9,  amended  and 
concurred  in. 
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REPORTS. 

From  the  J udiciary  Committee  : 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

The  Judiciary  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  Senate 
Bill  No.  17,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report,  that  the  committee 
recommend  the  passage  of  its  bill. 

MERRITT,  Chairman. 

From  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Common  Schools : 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

The  Committee  on  Education  and  Common  Schools,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  and  Assistant  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction,  have  had  same  under  consideration 
and  instruct  me  to  report,  that  they  heartily  approve  the  same,  and 
recommend  the  publication  of  two  hundred  copies  for  each  Senator, 
and  two  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction. 

COULTER,  Chairman,  pro  tem. 

From  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Ways  and  Means: 

Mr.  DuBose,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and 
Means,  returned  Senate  Bill  No.  13,  and  recommended  its  passage. 

NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : Senate  Bill  No.  23,  To  provide  for  the  speedy 
hearing  of  causes  in  the  Circuit  and  Supreme  Courts. 

Passed  first  reading  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

By  Mr.  Earnest : Senate  Bill  No.  24,  To  provide  each  court  in 
the  State,  with  the  re-printed  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fin- 
ance, Wavs  and  Means. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  17,  Relative  to  the  revised  statutes 
of  Thompson  & Steger,  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

By  Mr.  Coulter:  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  11,  viz: 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee , That 
one  hundred  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
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Instruction,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  each  member  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  two  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  said  Super- 
intendent. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  1,  To  amend  an  act  passed  Dec.  14,  1871,  to 
create  the  office  of  County  Judge,  for  Carroll  and  DeKalb  counties. 

Passed  third  reading. 

Yeas 

Nays 

Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative,  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earn- 
est, Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope, 
Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  Young  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Mr.  Clarke  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  last  taken. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Coulter  offered  the  following  amendment : Strike  out  all  of 
section  2,  after  the  word  “ until”  and  insert.  The  County  Judge 
provided  for  in  said  Act , shall  have  been  duly  elected  and  qualified . 

Adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  over  informally. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  9,  To  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Chancery 
Court  of  Lake  County. 

Passed  second  reading. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  FIRST  READING. 

House  Bills  No.  16,  To  amend  an  act  passed  Dec.  11,  1871,  for 
the  more  efficient  management  of  the  State  Prison. 

Passed  first  reading. 

SENATE  BILES  ON  THIRD  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  14,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  June  25,  1870,  to 
fix  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts. 

Was  read. 

Mr.  Windle  offered  Senate  Bill  No.  25,  in  lieu.  The  bill  was 
adopted  in  lieu,  and 

Was  passed  over  informally. 
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Senate  Bill  No.  17,  To  authorize  the  Railroad  Commissioners  to 
receive  the  balance  due  on  the  Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louisville 
Railroad, 

Was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 


SENATE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  19,  To  repeal  section  7,  rule  2,  and  section  [1  of 
rule  8 and  rule  13,  of  the  Act  to  revise  the  rules  of  Chancery 
practice. 

Passed  second  reading. 


SIGNED. 


The  Speaker  in  open  session  signed  House  Joint  Resolution 
No.  7. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  McConnell,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10 
o’clock  A.  M.,  to-morrow. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  21,  1872. 


The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  .was  read  and  approved. 

REPORT 

» ' 

Of  the  Joint  Select  Committee,  on  the  boundary  between  the  States 
of  Tennessee  and  Virginia. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor’s 
Proclamation  and  Message  as  refers  to  the  boundary  line  between 
Tennessee  and  Virginia,  submit  the  following  report : 

In  order  to  settle  for  all  time  the  question  of  boundary  between 
Tennessee  and  Virginia,  the  committee  have  thought  it  proper  to 
present  an  historical  resume  of  the  controversy.  Charles  II.  of  Eng- 
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land,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1663,  granted  to  Clarendon,  Albe- 
marle, Craven,  Berkeley,  and  other  noblemen,  “ all  that  province 
called  Carolina,”  between  31  and  36  degrees  north  latitude,  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  On  the  30th  June,  1665,  the 
same  King,  by  a second  charter,  granted  to  the  same  noblemen  all 
the  territory  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  “lying  within  or  about 
36  degrees  and  30  minutes  northern  latitude,  and  so  west  in  a direct 
line  as  far  as  the  South  Seas,  and  south  and  westward  as  far  as  the  de- 
gree of  29,  inclusive  of  northern  latitude,  and  south-west  in  a direct 
line  as  far  as  the  South  Seas.”  | See  charter.]  At  the  time  of 
these  grants  few  or  no  settlements  existed  in  either  Carolina  or  Vir- 
ginia ; but  as  the  tide  of  immigration  began  to  flow  into  both  colo- 
nies, disputes  arose  between  the  Carolinians  and  Virginians  as  to 
the  boundary  between  the  two  colonies.  Three  sets  of  commission- 
ers were  at  three  several  times  appointed  to  establish  and  mark  the 
boundary,  tlte  third  set  having  been  appointed  in  1728.  But  the 
first  two  sets  accomplished  nothing.  It  may  be  well  to  remark 
here,  however,  that  it  was  never  disputed  that  the  degree  of  36°  30' 
was  the  boundary ; the  only  dispute  was  as  to  where  36°  30'  was. 
But  a convention  having  been  entered  into  by  the  Governors  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  having  been  approved  by  the 
King  of  England  and  the  Lords  proprietors,  the  boundary  line  was 
finally  run  many  miles  westward  by  Bird,  Fitzwilliams  and  Dand- 
ridge,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  and  Lovick,  Gale, 
Mosely  and  Little,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina. 
The  said  convention  fixed  the  mouth  of  Currituck,  on  the  north 
shore  thereof,  as  the  beginning  point,  which  afterward  proved  to  be 
36°  31'.  This  line,  recognised  as  the  true  boundary  by  both  States, 
was  afterwards  extended  still  further  westward  by  Fry  and  Jef- 
ferson, on  the  part  of  Virginia,  and  by  Weldon  and  Cherton,  on  the 
part  of  North  Carolina,  who  ended  their  lines  on  Steep  Rock  creek. 
In  her  Constitution,  ratified  December  18,  1776,  North  Carolina  de- 
clared 36°  30'  north  latitude  to  be  her  northern  boundary.  Virginia, 
in  her  Constitution  of  1776,  ceded  and  forever  confirmed  unto  North 
Carolina  all  the  territories  contained  within  the  charters,  erecting  the 
colony.  36°  30'  was  thus  firmly  and  definitely  established  and  con- 
firmed by  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  then  sovereign  States,  as 
the  boundary  between  them.  But  “westward  vthe  course  of  empire 
took  its  way.”  The  Alleghany  Mountains  were  crossed,  and  flour- 
ishing settlements  established  at  Watauga  and  on  the  Holston,  and 
it  became  necessary  again  to  extend  the  boundary  between  the  two 
States.  Accordingly,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  through  their 
Legislatures  in  1779,  appointed  commissioners  to  extend  the  line. 
These  commissioners  were  to  begin  where  Fry  and  Jefferson,  and 
Weldon  and  Cherton  ended  their  work.  But  if  this  point  was  found 
to  be  truly  in  latitude  36°  30'  north,  then  from  thence  due  west;  or 
if  it  be  found  not  truly  in  said  latitude,  then  to  run  from  the  said  place 
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due  north,  or  due  south,  into  said  latitude,  and  thence  due  west  to  the 
Tennessee  or  Ohio  river,  correcting  the  said  course  at  due  intervals  by 
astronomical  observations.  (Iredell’s  Laws  of  N.  C.,  372.)  Here  again 
36°  30'  is  recognized  as  the  true  boundary.  Thos.  Walker  and  Dan’l 
Smith  were  the  commissioners  for  Virginia;  Richard  Henderson  and 
W.  JB.  Smith,  for  North  Carolina.  In  September,  1779,  the  com- 
missioners'inet  at  Steep  Rock  creek.  Not  being  able  to  find  where 
Fry  and  Jefferson  ended  their  work,  they  ascertained  the  parallel 
of  36°  30'  by  calculations,  and  commenced  running  the  line  due 
west  on  that  parallel.  Here  it  will  be  again  observed  that  36°  30' 
was  again  acquiesced  in  by  both  parties  as  the  unquestioned  and 
only  true  boundary  between  the  two  States.  But  after  running 
this  line  as  far  as  Carter’s  valley,  45  miles  west  of  Steep  Rock 
creek,  the  North  Carolina  commissioners  became  dissatisfied,  be- 
lieving the  line  too  far  south.  Not  being  able  to  agree,  the  Vir- 
ginia commissioners  continued  their  line  to  the  Tennessee  river, 
while  the  North  Carolina  commissioners  fixed  and  run  a line  two 
miles  north  of  the  other  line,  from  Steep  Rock  creek  to  the  Cumber- 
land mountains.  It  may  be  proper  to  remark  here,  that  after  the 
dispute  arose  between  the  commissioners  as  to  the  true  line,  the 
North  Carolina  commissioners  proposed  to  the  Virginia  commis- 
sioners that  the  surveyors  on  both  sides  should  observe  and  try  to 
fix  the  latitude.  This  was  agreed  to  by  one  of  the  Virginia  com- 
missioners, the  other  Virginia  commissioner  not  objecting.  These 
surveyors,  after  making  their  calculations,  agreed  that  the  commis- 
sioners were  more  than  two  miles  too  far  south  of  the  proper  lati- 
tude. This  was  the  reason  that  the  North  Carolina  commissioners 
run  their  line  two  miles  north  of  the  Walker  line.  In  fact,  under 
the  award  of  the  arbitrating  surveyors,  both  sets  of  the  commission- 
ers abandoned  the  old  line  and  set  to  work  to  survey,  run  and  mark 
the  new  line  two  miles  north  of  the  old  line,  one-half  of  the  com- 
bined party  moving  eastward  on  the  new  line,  and  the  other  half 
moving  westward  by  mutual  agreement ; but  the  Virginia  commis- 
sioners finally  became  dissatisfied,  and  abandoned  the  new  line  and 
took  up  the  old  line  where  they  left  off  in  Carter’s  valley,  and  run 
it  westward  to  the  Tennessee  river.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  two 
lines  were  run  from  Steep  Rock  creek  to  Cumberland  mountains, 
the  most  western  point,  then  run  on  the  new  or  northern  line.  The 
facts  of  this  last  mentioned  survey  are  fully  set  out  in  the  report  of 
the  Virginia  commissioners,  to  which  reference  is  here  made.  [See 
Haywood’s  History  of  Tennessee,  473.] 

Of  course  this  condition- of  affairs  could  not  long  continue.  Crime? 
committed  between  the  two  lines  could  not  be  punished  by  eithei 
State;  nor  could  taxes  be  collected.  To  remedy  these  evils,  Virginia, 
in  1789,  proposed  to  North  Carolina  to  establish  Walker’s  (or  the 
southern)  line  as  a boundary  between  the  two  States.  The  Legis- 
lature of  North  Carolina  referred  the  matter,  in  the  same  year,  to  a 
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committee,  who,  through  Gen.  Thomas  Person,  their  chairman,  re- 
ported that  the  country  between  the  two  lines  was  a mountainous, 
barren  country,  and  not  worth  the  expense  of  sending  commissioners 
to  settle  the  matter.  And  that  inasmuch  as  there  was  great  reason  to 
believe  that  the  line  commonly  called  Walker’s  line,  was  the  true 
line,  the  committee  recommended  that  a law  be  passed  confirming 
and  establishing  the  line  usually  called  Walker’s  line  as  a boun- 
dary between  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  This  report  was  con- 
curred in  by  both  houses  of  the  Legislature.  But  on  the  11th  De- 
cember, 1790,  the  boundary  line  question  was  again  rei erred  to  a 
committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Legislature,  whereof  Gen.  Person 
was  again  chairman,  and  the  committee  again  reported  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  a law  be  passed  confirming  the  line  commonly  called 
Walker’s  line,  as  a boundary  between  the  States  of  North  Carolina 
and  Virginia.  Agreeably  to  the  former  report,  this  second  report 
was  read  and  concurred  with  by  both  Houses,  December  11,  1790.  No 
other  action  was  had  on  either  report.  (Haywood’s  Tenn.,  483-4.) 
And  it  may  not  be  amiss  here  to  state  the  reason  why  North  Carolina 
was  willing  to  confirm  Walker’s  line  as  her  northern  boundary, 
west  of  the  Alleghany  mountain,  was  not  because  North  Carolina 
wTas  satisfied  that  Henderson’s  line  was  wrong  and  Walker’s  right, 
but  because,  as  stated  in  Gen.  Person’s  report,  the  tract  in  dispute 
was  not  worth  the  expense  of  sending  commissioners  to  settle  the 
matter.  It  will  be  remembered  that  North  Carolina,  for  several 
years  before  that  time,  had  looked  on  Tennessee  as  an  expensive  and 
troublesome  colony,  and  at  the  very  session  said  report  of  1789  was 
made  and  concurred  in,  North  Carolina  ceded  the  territory  now 
Tennessee  to  the  United  States,  and  when  the  report  of  1790  was 
concurred  in  Tennessee  was  no  longer  a part  of  North  Carolina.  It 
will  thus  appear  that  North  Carolina  did  not  care  where  the  north- 
ern boundary  west  of  the  mountains  was ; and  so  she  expressed  a will- 
ingness to  yield  to  the  claim  of  Virginia  in  order  to  escape  trouble 
and  expense. 

This  much  is  said  by  your  committee  in  explanation  of  the  action 
of  North  Carolina,  at  this  time,  inasmuch  as  this  action  was  so  in- 
consistent with  the  truth  of  the  matter  and  her  former  action  in  the 
premises,  and  to  show  how  unimportant  North  Carolina  at  this  time 
regarded  this  particular  question,  no  further  v action  was  had,  and 
the  whole  matter  allowed  to  sink  into  oblivion.  It  will  be  ob- 
served, however,  that  all  that  was  done  by  the  North  Carolina  Leg* 
islature  in  concurring  in  the  two  above  reports  of  Gen.  Person,  was, 
in  effect,  to  declare  that  a law  ought  to  be  passed  confirming  Walk- 
er’s line  as  the  boundary  between  the  two  States  ; but  no  law  was 
ever  passed  before  the  concurrence  of  December  11,  1790.  How- 
ever, North  Carolina  had,  through  her  Senators  in  Congress,  con- 
veyed to  the  United  States  all  her  territory  west  of  her  western 
boundary,  and  the  United  States  had,  through  her  Congress,  ac- 
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cepted  said  conveyance.  Therefore  the  concurrence  of  December 
11,  1790,  was  not  binding  upon  any  one,  unless  upon  North  Caro- 
lina. But  neither  the  concurrence  of  1789,  nor  the  concurrence  of 
1790,  bound  even  North  Carolina,  these  two  concurrences  only 
showing  a willingness  on  her  part  to  pass  a law  making  Walker’s 
line  her  northern  boundary,  which  law,  however,  was  never  passed. 
And  this  was  the  view  taken  by  Virginia  herself,  as  fully  appears 
by  a resolution  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  adopted  January  10, 
1800,  appointing  commissioners  to  meet  commissioners  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee  to  adjust  all  differences  concerning  said  boundary  lino, 
and  establish  one  or  the  other  of  the  said  lines,  or  run  any  other 
line  which  might  be  agreed  on.  (Code  of  Virginia,  1860,  p.  63.) 
It  might  be  well  to  remark,  that  in  1792,  during  Governor  Blount’s 
territorial  administration  in  Tennessee,  Virginia  laid  claim  to  the 
territory  of  Tennessee  down  to  the  Walker  line,  but  Gov.  Blount 
resisted  her  claim,  and  in  his  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  set  out  the  merits  and  facts  of  the  whole  controversy,  and 
claimed,  among  other  things,  that  the  action  of  North  Carolina  in 
reference  to  confirming  Walker’s  line,  was  not  binding  on  Tennes- 
see, because  done  after  the  legal  title  to  Tennessee  had  been  trans- 
ferred by  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  Virginia  acted  with  her  eyes  open  when,  in  January,  1800, 
she  appointed  commissioners  to  adjust  all  differences  concerning  said 
boundary  line. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1801,  (Roulston’s  Laws  of  Ten- 
nessee, 265,)  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  authorized  the  Governor  to 
appoint  three  commissioners,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Vir- 
ginia commissioners,  to  settle  and  designate  the  true  line  between 
the  aforesaid  States.  Moses  Fisk,  Gen.  John  Sevier  and  Gen. 
George  Rutledge  were  accordingly  appointed  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  Tennessee,  and  Gen.  Joseph  Martin,  Creed  Taylor  and  Peter 
Johnson  were  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Virginia.  These  com- 
missioners not  being  able  to  agree  on  either  Walker’s  line  or  Hender- 
son’s, unanimously  agreed,  in  order  to  end  all  controversy  respect- 
ing the  subject,  to  run  a due  west  line  equally  distant  from  both,  be- 
ginning on  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  generally  known  by  the  name 
of  the  White-top  Mountain,  where  the  north-eastern  corner  of  Tennes- 
see terminates,  to  the  top  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain,  where  the 
south-western  corner  of  Virginia  terminates,  which  is  hereby  de- 
clared, say  the  commissioners,  to  be  the  true  boundary  line  between 
the  said  States.  This  true  boundary  line  was  run  and  marked  by 
Prince  Martin  and  Nathan  B.  Markland,  under  the  direction  of  the 
commissioners,  keeping  at  an  equal  distance  from  the  lines  called 
Walker’s  and  Henderson’s,  the  line  being  marked  with  five  chops 
in  the  form  of  a diamond.  The  said  commissioners  and  surveyors 
made  a report  to  their  respective  States,  signed  by  all  six  of  the 
commissioners  and  the  two  surveyors,  setting  out  the  above  agree 
ment  and  other  facts  in  full. 
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On  the  22d  January,  1803,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia,  after  setting*  out  the  above  unanimous 
agreement  and  report  of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors,  in  a pre- 
amole  declared  and  enacted  that  the  said  boundary  line  between 
this  State  (Virginia)  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  laid  down,  fixed 
and  ascertained  by  the  said  commissioners  above  named  in  their  said 
report  above  recited,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  fully  and  absolutely,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  ratified,  established  and  confirmed 
on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth  as  the  true,  certain  and  real 
boundarv  between  the  said  States.  It  was  further  enacted,  that 
this  “ act  should  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  a like  law  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.”  [Acts  of 
Virginia,  1802-3,  ch.  39.] 

On  the  3d  day  of  November,  1803,  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  passed  a law  with  the  very  same  preamble,  and 
in  the  very  same  words  as  wTere  contained  in  the  Virginia  act  ratify- 
ing, establishing  and  confirming  the  line  laid  down  by  the  said  last 
named  commissioners  as  the  true,  certain  and  real  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  said  States.  The  Tennessee  act  is  a literal  copy  of  the 
Virginia  act,  with  the  necessary  changes  to  make  it  applicable  to 
Tennessee.  [Acts  of  1803,  ch.  58.] 

The  boundary  line  thus  ratified,  established  and  confirmed  by 
both  States  in  the  most  solemn  and  binding  manner,  and  after  a 
long  and  thorough  acquaintance  with  all  the  facts,  has  been  con- 
stantly, uniformly  and  indisputably  lived  up  to  and  recognized  as 
the  “ true,  certain  and  real  boundary  between  the  said  States,”  from 
1803  down  to  the  present  day,  seemingly  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
both  States. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1856,  Virginia,  by  an  act  of  her  General 
Assembly,  once  more  recognized  the  compromise  line  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  White-top  mountain  to  the  top  of  the  Cumberland  moun- 
tain as  the  true  and  unquestioned  boundary  between  the  States, 
and  after  reciting  in  said  act,  that  the  line  run  in  1802  has,  by 
lapse  of  time,  improvement  of  the  country,  natural  waste  and  de- 
struction, and  other  causes,  become  indistinct,  uncertain,  and,  to 
some  extent,  unknown,  authorize  the  Governor  “to  appoint  com- 
missioners to  again  run  and  mark  said  line,”  in  conjunction  with 
Tennessee  commissioners,  and  where  the  old  marks  vrere  gone,  “ to 
cause  monuments  of  stone  to  be  permanently  planted  on  the  line.” 
[Virginia  Acts  of  1855-6,  ch.  1,  p.  3.] 

On  the  1st  March,  1858,  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  passed  an 
act  to  authorize  commissioners  to  act  in  conjunction  with  those  of 
Virginia  in  re-marking  said  line.  And  again  are  the  preamble  and 
the  first  section  of  the  Tennessee  act  literal  copies  of  so  much  of 
the  Virginia  act,  with  necessary  changes  of  names.  [Acts  1857-8, 
ch.  43.]  The  Governor  of  Tennessee  accordingly  appointed  Gen. 
Samuel  Milligan  and  Col.  George  R.  McClellan  commissioners  on 
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the  part  of  Tennessee,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  Virginia  com- 
missioners, re-run  and  re-marked  said  compromise  line  of  1802, 
from  White-top  mountain  to  Cumberland  Gap.  The  war  coming 
on,  Tennessee  never  afterwards  referred  to  the  re-marking  of  the 
line,  and  Virginia,  by  resolution,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1860,  dis- 
approved and  rejected  the  re-marked  line,  but  at  the  same  time  au- 
thorized the  appointment  of  one  or  more  commissioners  to  run  again 
and  re-mark  the  line  between  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  compact  of  1802,  ratified  by  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia  in  1803.  [Virginia  Acts  of  1859-60,  p.  698.] 

This  “disapproval  and  rejection”  of  the  re-marked  line  by  Vir- 
ginia does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  unsettle  or  in  any 
way  affect  the  compromise  line  of  1802.  Besides,  these  last  named 
commissioners  found  the  old  line  plainly  marked  wherever  there 
was  standing  timber,  from  White-top  mountain  to  Cumberland 
Gap.  And  the  committee  further  report  that  these  marked  trees 
are  still  standing,  and  that  the  compromise  line  of  1802  is  well 
known,  definite  and  notorious.  , 

In  1858,  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  her  Code,  reaffirmed  the  com- 
promise line  of  1802,  (Code  §62,)  and  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  her 
Code  of  1860  sets  out  in  detail  a full  history  of  the  dispute  con- 
cerning said  boundary,  and  then  solemnly  declares  that  the  said  line 
so  fixed  on  at  an  equal  distance  between  the  lines  called  Walker’s  and 
Henderson’s,  is  the  boundary  line  between  Virginia  and  Tennessee. 
[Code  of  Virginia,  1860,  pp.  62-3.]  And  thus  the  line  between  the 
two  States  having  been  harmoniously  and  satisfactorily  adjusted  and 
established  in  1803,  and  been  lived  up  to  and  recognized  without  ques- 
tion ever  since  by  the  two  States  and  their  respective  citizens,  great 
was  the  surprise  of  Tennessee,  when,  in  June,  1870,  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Virginia,  by  joint  resolution,  declared  that  the  true  location 
of  the  boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Virginia  and  State  of  Ten- 
nessee had  become  uncertain  and  disputed,  and  instructed  the  Gover- 
nor of  Virginia  to  obtain  from  the  United  States  Government  a com- 
petent corps  of  surveyors  to  ascertain  and  locate  the  true  boundary  line. 
[Virginia  Acts  of  1869-70,  p.  191.]  And  still  greater  was  this  sur- 
prise, when  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  by  an  act  approved 
February  4,  1871,  converted  the  substance  of  said  joint  resolution 
into  a solemn  law,  and  when  the  Governor  of  Virginia  officially 
notified  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  of  the  action  of  Virginia  in  the 
premises ; but  after  a patient,  thorough  and  exhaustive  review  of 
the  whole  subject,  and  on  examination  of  the  various  matters  here- 
inbefore set  out,  your  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  and 
so  report  that  there  is  no'  excuse,  much  less  necessity,  for  re-opening 
the  matter  so  long  settled  and  acted  upon  as  forever  fixed,  and  that 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  State  would  be  needlessly,  if  not  wan- 
tonly disquieted,  even  by  raising  a doubt  or  suspicion  as  to  the  ac- 
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curacy,  certainty  and  inviolable  unalterability  of  the  compromise 
line  of  1802. 

Your  committee  therefore  unanimously  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  resolutions  hereto  annnexed,  and  pray  to  be  discharged. 

HENRY  R.  GIBSON, 

Chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

F.  W.  EARNEST, 

WM.  GREENE, 

Committee  on  the  part  of  Senate. 
Y.  C.  ALLEN, 

Chairman  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

J.  H.  CROSS, 

W.  S.  McGAUGHEY, 

L.  M.  WESTER. 

W.  H.  ANDERSON, 
Committee  on  the  part  of  House. 

The  report  was  received  and  the  committee  discharged. 

% 

From  the  Joint  Committee  to  redistrict  the  State : 

Mr.  DuBose,  chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Redistrict  the  State, 
returned  Senate  Bill  No.  20,  with  amendments  and  recommended 
their  adoption — and  then  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

From  the  Committee  on  Banks : 

Mr,  Speaker  : 

The  committee  have  had  under  consideration,  House  Bill  No.  20, 
to  repeal  section  7,  chapter  18,  of  an  Act  passed  June  13,  1870,  in 
referrence  to  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  and  instruct  me  to 
recommend  its  passage. 

BRANDON,  Chairman. 

From  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations: 

Mr.  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations, 
returned  Senate  Bill  No.  19,  to  appoint  agents  to  settle  claims  be- 
tween the  State  and  United  States,  with  a bill  in  lieu. 

s 

From  the  Judiciary  Committee: 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

The  Judiciary  Committee  have  had  under  consideration,  Senate 
Bills  Nos.  5,  6,  11,  12  and  15,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  to 
the  Senate,  that  the  committee  recommend  the  rejection  of  said  bills, 
for  the  reason  that  they  relate  to  matters  not  embraced  in  the  pro- 
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clamation  of  the  Governor,  convening  this  session  of  the  General 
Assembly.  The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  House  Bill 
No.  17,  and  the  rejection  of  Senate  Bill  No.  17. 

MERRITT,  Chairman. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House  through  their  Clerk, 
Mr.  Brown,  transmitting  House  Bills  Nos.  24  and  30,  passed ; 
House  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  16  and  21,  adopted,  and  House  Bill 
No.  2,  for  signature ; also,  returning  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  5, 
amended  and  concurred  in. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.Windle  presented  a petition  from  citizens  of  Overton  County, 
asking  to  be  attached  to  Putnam  County. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  New  Counties  and  County  Lines. 

NEW  BILES. 

By  Mr.  Windle  : Senate  Bill  No.  26,  To  change  the  lines  between 
Putnam  and  Overton. 

Passed  first  reading  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  New  Coun- 
ties and  County  Lines. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

By  Mr.  Clark:  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  12,  viz: 

Resolved , That  this  General  Assembly  adjourn  sine  die  on  Friday, 
the  29th  day  of  March,  1872,  at  12  o’clock  m. 

Lies  over  under  the  rules. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  21,  To  discharge  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee to  re-district  the  State, 

Was  read. 

Mr.  Greene  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Lost. 


Yeas , 6 

Nays .14 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative,  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Greene,  Hughes  and  Windle* 
Senators  voting  in  the  negative,  are  : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Gibson,  Hawes,  Patter- 
S 6 
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son,  Pope,  Porter,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Young  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn. 

The  resolution  was  then  concurred  in. 

By  Mr.  Gibson : (as  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee  relative 
to  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Virginia,) 
Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  13,  viz  : 

Senate  Joint  Resolution  regarding  the  boundary  line  between  the 
States  of  Tennessee  and  Virginia. 

Whereas,  The  parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north 
latitude,  is  designated  in  the  great  charter  of  Charles  II  to  the 
Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina,  made  in  1665,  as  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  North  Carolina  ; and 

Whereas,  The  Lords  Proprietors  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
Lords  Proprietors  of  Virginia,  did,  in  1727,  with  the  ratification 
and  approval  of  King  George  II,  by  solemn  compact,  establish  and 
confirm  said  parallel  of  36°  30'  north  latitude,  as  the  boundary  line 
between  said  two  Colonies;  and 

Whereas,  Said  parallel  of  36°  30'  continued  to  be  the  recognized, 
established,  and  undisputed  boundary  between  said  two  Colonies 
until  the  outbreaking  of  the  great  war  of  American  Independence, 
when,  in  the  year  1776,  the  State  of  Virginia,  as  an  act  of  sover- 
eignty, in  her  Constitution  “ ceded  and  forever  confirmed”  to  North 
Carolina,  then  also  a sovereignty,  all  claim  she,  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, had  to  the  territory  south  of  36°  30'  contained  in  the  afore- 
said Great  Charter  of  King  Charles  II;  and 

Whereas,  By  the  aforesaid  Great  Charter,  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  North  Carolina  ran  westward  on  said  parallel  “ in  a direct 
line  as  far  as  the  South  Seas,”  now  known  as  the  Pacific  Ocean  ; and 

Whereas,  After  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  became  independ- 
ent States,  they,  in  the  year  1779,  mutually  appointed  Commission- 
ers to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  between  them  west  of  the  Alle- 
gheny Mountains  on  said  parallel  of  36°  30';  but  said  Commis- 
sioners not  agreeing  on  the  location  of  said  parallel,  run  two  parallel 
boundary  lines  two  miles  apart,  the  northern  line  known  as  Hen- 
derson’s and  claimed  by  North  Carolina,  the  southern  line  known  as 
Walker’s,  and  claimed  by  Virginia;  and 

Whereas,  When,  in  1789,  North  Carolina  c^ded  and  conveyed 
to  the  United  States  all  her  territory  west  of  her  present  western 
boundary,  and  when  said  territory  became  the  present  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, such  State  became  possessed  of  the  very  same  domain  and 
the  very  same  boundaries  west  of  North  Carolina  as  North  Carolina 
herself  possessed  previous  to  said  cession  and  conveyance ; and 

Whereas,  After  Tennessee  became  a State,  she  and  the  State 
of  Virginia,  desiring  “to  adjust  all  differences  concerning  said 
boundary  line,”  did,  in  the  year  1803,  by  solemn  acts  of  their  re- 
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spective  Legislatures,  with  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  and  in  a 
spirit  of  mutual  concession,  “ fully  and  absolutely,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever,  ratify,  establish  and  confirm  as  the  true,  certain 
and  real  boundary  between  the  said  States,”  “ a due  west  line  equally 
distant  from  both  Walker’s  and  Henderson’s,  beginning  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountain  generally  known  by  the  name  of  White  Top 
Mountain,  where  the  northeastern  corner  of  Tennessee  terminates, 
to  the  top  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain,  where  the  southwestern 
corner  of  Virginia  terminates;”  and 

Whereas,  The  boundary  thus  mutually  “ ratified,  established 
and  confirmed”  by  both  States  in  1803,  has  always  continued  with- 
out question  or  interruption  to  be  “the  true,  certain  and  real  bound- 
ary between  the  said  States”  down  to  the  present  moment;  and 
has  always  been  so  recognized  by  the  Legislative,  Judicial  and  Exe- 
tive  Departments  of  both  States,  and  by  the  citizens  thereof ; but 

Whereas,  The  State  of  Virginia  has  recently  declared  that  said 
boundary  line  “ has  become  uncertain  and  disputed,”  and  seeks  to 
re-open  the  very  controversy  so  amicably  settled  in  1803,  and  always 
since  deemed  forever  terminated ; and, 

Whereas,  If  said  boundary  has  not  become  certain  and  undis- 
puted after  all  that  has  been  said  and  done  in  reference  there- 
unto since  the  aforesaid  Great  Charter  of  Charles  II,  in  the  delib- 
erate judgment  of  this  General  Assembly,  there  can  be  no  such 
thing  as  a certain  and  undisputed  boundary  between  States;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  further  deliberate  judgment  of  this  General 
Assembly  that  said  compromise  line  of  1803  is  as  certain  and  undis- 
puted as  words  and  deeds  can  ever  make  it,  and  that  no  good  can 
possibly  come  from  re-opening  what  has  most  reasonably  been 
deemed  forever  closed  and  sealed.  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee , That 
the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Virginia,  as 
run  and  marked  by  their  respective  Commissioners  in  1802,  and 
solemnly  “ratified,  established  and  confirmed”  by  the  Legislatures 
of  both  States  in  1803,  is  “ the  true,  certain  and  real  boundary  be- 
tween said  States,”  and  as  such  is  hereby  recognized  and  re-affirmed. 

Resolved  further , That  said  boundary  line  having  been  so  long 
settled  and  established,  it  is  the  deliberate  judgment  of  this  General 
Assembly  that  any  move  on  our  part  tending  to  unsettle  or  dises- 
tablish said  boundary,  or  even  to  awaken  a doubt  as  to  its  perfect 
validity  and  inviolable  unalterability,  is  mischievous  and  wanton, 
and  not  only  wholly  uncalled  for,  but  to  be  utterly  discountenanced 
and  condemned. 

Resolved  further , That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  instructed 
to  inform  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  that 
Tennessee  declines  to  do  any  act,  or  to  enter  into  any  negotiation 
looking  to  a reopening  of  the  question  of  the  boundary  between  the 
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two  States,  but  regards  said  boundary  as  fixed  and  established  be- 
yond dispute,  and  forever. 

Lies  over  under  the  rules. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  1,  To  amend  an  Act  to  create  the  office  of  County 
Judge  for  Carroll  county,  was  read. 

Mr.  Clark  offered  an  amendment,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  bill 
Passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 16 

Nays 2 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Pope,  Porter,  Tharpe,  Warren,  Windle 
and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Earnest  and  Young. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  4,  To  amend  the  School  Laws,  was  read. 

Pending  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Brandon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hughes,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  3 o’clock, 

P.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present. 

REPORTS. 

$ 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills : 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report  that 
Senate  Bill  No.  1 is  correctly  engrossed ; and  that  Senate  Resolu- 
tions Nos.  6 and  7,  and  Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  6 and  7 are 
correctly  enrolled. 


GIBSON,  Chairman. 
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Mr.  Speaker  : 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report  that 
they  have  this  day  presented  Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  2,  4,  6 
and  7,  to  the  Governor  for  his  signature ; and  have  also  this  day 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  Senate  Resolutions  Nos. 
1,  5,  6 and  7.  1 

This,  March  21st,  1872. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 


NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Gibson : Senate  Bill  No.  27,  To  divide  the  State  into 
. three  land  office  districts. 

Passed  first  reading. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  4,  To  amend  the  school  laws,  was  read. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Brandon,  was  adopted. 


. Yeas ..... ... 11 

Nays 9 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Patterson,  Pope, 
"Warren,,  Windle,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene,  McConnell, 
Merritt,  Porter  and  Tolley. 

Mr.  Qreene  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Lost. 


Yeas 10 

Nays 11 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  DuBose,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Pope, 
Warren,  Windle  and  Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Gibson,  McConnell,  Merritt, 
Patterson,  Porter,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 
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Mr.  Patterson  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the  amend- 
ment : 

Carried. 

The  amendment  was  again  adopted. 


Yeas * 12 

Nays 10 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are: 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  DuBose,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Pat- 
terson, Pope,  Warren,  Windle,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Gibson,  Greene,  McConnell, 
Merritt,  Porter,  Tharpe  and  Tolley. 

Mr.  Tolley  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Carried. 


Yeas 12 

Nays 10 

v 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Earnest,  Greene,  Hawes,  Pope, 
Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle  and  Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Cooper,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Hughes,  McConnell, 
Merritt,  Patterson,  Porter,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DuBose,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  o’clock, 
A.  m.,  to-morrow. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  22,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr. 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 


Speaker  Vaughn 


47 


governor’s  message. 

A message  was  received  from  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  re- 
turning Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  2,  4,  6 and  7,  approved. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  transmitting  House  Bills  Nos.  8 and  17,  passed;  and 
returning  Senate  Bill  No.  7,  rejected  by  the  House. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  New  Counties  and  County  Lines : 

Mr.  Hawes,  from  the  Committee  on  New  Counties  and  County 
Lines,  returned  Senate  Bill  No.  26,  and  recommended  its  rejection. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills: 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report  that 
Senate  Resolutions  Nos.  8 and  9,  and  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No. 
9,  are  correctly  enrolled. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Hughes  : Senate  Bill  No.  28,  To  provide  for  holding  elec- 
tions in  any  school  district  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  vote  upon  a 
question  of  taxation  for  school  purposes. 

Passed  first  reading  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  13,  relative  to  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween Tennessee  and  Virginia  was  read. 

Mr.  Tolley  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “ wanton  and  mischiev- 
ous.” 

Lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 


Yeas . 22 

Nays 0 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earn- 
est, Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Patterson 
Pope,  Porter,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle/  Young  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 
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Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  12,  To  adjourn  sine  die  was  passed 
over  informally. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  16,  To  print  the  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction  was  read. 

Mr.  Coulter  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  read  one 
hundred  copies  for  the  use  of  each  member  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly and  two  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction. 

Mr.  Coulter  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  resolution 
limiting  the  costs  of  the  printing  to  two  hundred  dollars. 

Adopted. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  concurred  in. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  9,  To  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Chancery 
Courts  for  Lake  county,  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  10,  To  appoint  agents  to  settle  claims  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  read. 

The  Committee  on  Federal  Relations  offered  Senate  Bill  No.  29, 
in  lieu,  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Young  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Provided,  That  should  either  or  all  of  the  Commissioners  named 
in  this  bill  decline  to  act,  then  it  shalLbe  the  duty  of  the  Governor 
to  appoint  Commissioners,  or  the  Governor  is  authorized  to  settle 
said  claims  without  Commissioners. 

Adopted. 

The  Bill  then  passed  third  reading. 

* 

Yeas 16 

Nays 1 

Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Tharpe,  Windle,  Young,  . 
and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 


49 


Senator  voting  in  the  negative : 

Mr.  Warren. 

Senate  Bill  No.  17,  To  authorize  the  Commissioners  to  sell  delin- 
quent railroads  to  receive  the  balance  due  on  the  Memphis,  Clarks- 
ville and  Louisville  Railroad, 

Was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Senate  Bill  No.  5,  To  repeal  the  Act  to  revise  the  rules  of  Chan- 
cery practice,  and 

Senate  Bill  No.  6,  For  the  same, 

Were  rejected. 

Senate  Bill  No.  19,  To  repeal  Section  7,  Rule  2,  and  Section  1 of 
Rule  8,  and  Section  13  of  the  Act  to  revise  the  rules  of  Chancery 
practice. 

Passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 13 

Nays 7 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes, 
McConnell,  Pope,  Porter,  Warren,  Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Merritt,  Patterson, 
Tharpe,  Tolley  and  Young. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  16,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  December  11th, 
1871,  for  the  more  efficient  management  of  the  State  prison. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
ance Ways  and  Means# 

House  Bill  No.  18,  To  Secure  the  payment  ot  State  and  county 
taxes. 

Passed  second  reading. 

House  Bill  No.  20,  To  repeal  section  7,  chapter  18,  of  an  Act 
passed  June  13,  1870,  in  relation  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

Passed  second  reading. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  FIRST  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  8,  To  amend  an  Act  to  revise  the  rules  of  Chan- 
cery practice,  and 

S 7 


50 


House  Bill  No.  17,  To  repeal  Rule  8,  of  an  Act  to  revise  the 
rules  of  Chancery  practice, 

Passed  their  first  readings,  and  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

House  Bill  No.  24,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  July  7th,  1870,  to 
reorganize  and  regulate  common  schools. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation and  Common  Schools. 

House  Bill  No.  30,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  December  11th,  1871, 
to  apportion  the  Senatorial  and  Representative  Districts. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DuBose,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  o’clock, 
A.  M.,  to-morrow. 


SATURDAY  MORNING  MARCH  23,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  their  Clerk, 
Mr.  Brown,  returning  House  Bill  No.  6,  To^  amend  an  Act  pre- 
scribing the  terms  of  admission  of  patients  to  the  Insane  Asylum, 
and  informing  the  Senate,  that  Senate  amendment,  striking  out  the 
preamble  to  the  bill,  had  been  concurred  in,  and  that  the  proviso 
attached  to  the  bill  had  been  non-concurred  in,  for  the  reason  that 
said  proviso  is  not  within  the  purview  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
Governor  as  construed  by  the  House.  Also,  transmitting  House 
Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  10,  19  and  25,  adopted;  and  House  Bill  No. 
39,  To  re-district  the  State,  passed. 


i 
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REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means : 

Mr.  DuBose,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and 
Means,  returned  Senate  Bill  No.  2,  and  recommended  House  Bill 
No.  15  in  lieu.  Also,  Senate  Bill  No.  24,  and  recommended  that 
it  be  passed  on  second  reading,  and  then  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee. Also,  House  Bill  No.  16  for  passage. 

From  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements : 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  have  had  tinder  con- 
sideration Senate  Bill  No.  22,  and  have  instructed  me  to  recommend 
it  for  passage.  Also,  Senate  Bill  No.  21,  which  they  direct  me  to 
recommend  for  passage  on  its  second  reading,  and  ask  to  have  it 
recommitted  to  the  Committee.  Also,  Senate  Bill  No.  9,  which 
they  direct  me  to  recommend  for  rejection  on  account  of  the  sale  of 
the  roads  mentioned  in  the  bill,  before  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
by  the  Committee. 

RIDLEY,  Chairman. 

From  the  Judiciarv  Committee: 

V 

Mr.  Speaker  , 

The  Judiciary  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  Senate 
Bills  Nos.  23  and  28,  and  House  Bill  No.  17,  and  recommend  the 
rejection  of  the  bills. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  passage  of  House  Bills  Nos.  8 
and  9,  and  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  17. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  House  Bill  No.  30  be  amended 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  the 
amendment  that  accompanies  this  report,  and  that  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed pass. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  Senate  Bill  No.  17  be  amended 
by  striking  out  the  preamble,  and  the  Committee  also  recommend 
that  the  bill  be  further  amended  by  making  section  1st  read  as  now 
proposed  by  the  Committee.  The  section  proposed  by  the  Commit- 
tee accompanies  this  report.  The  Committee  recommend  that  the 
bill  as  amended  pass. 

MERRITT,  Chairman. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  : 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

lam  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report 
that  Senate  Bills  Nos.  19  and  29  are  correctly  engrossed;  and  that 
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Senate  Joint  Resolutions  No.  2,  4,  6 and  7 have  this  day  been  filed 
in  the  office  ot  the  Secretary  of  State.. 

March  23d,  1872. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  17,  To  authorize  the  Governor  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  examine  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Thomp- 
son & Steger,  was  read. 

Mr.  Warren  moved  to  add : 

That  the  Commissioners  be  also  directed  to  enquire  and  report 
whether  or  not  the  present  Code  of  Tennessee  was  stereotyped,  and 
if  so,  what  has  become  of  the  plates. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Gibson  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  “ and  that  said  appoin- 
tees report  who  has  paid  them  or  contracted  to  pay  them.” 

Mr.  Staley  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Carried. 


Yeas 13 

Nays 7 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Greene,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  McConnell,  Patterson,  Porter,  Staley  and  Windle. 


Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Gibson,  Merritt,  Pope,  Tharpe,  Warren,  Young,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 


Mr.  Warren  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Said  appointees  shall  embrace  in  their  estimate  the  cost  of  the 
compilation  of  the  land  laws  of  the  State. 

Adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 


Yeas. 

Nays 


13 

7 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Mc- 
Connell, Merritt,  Porter,  Staley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 
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Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Pope,  Windle  and 
Young. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  10,  To  authorize  the  Comptroller  to 
borrow  $20,000, 

Was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  19,  For  the  benefit  of  Frank  Boench, 

Was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  25,  Relative  to  an  Act  to  change  the 
line  between  Hawkins  and  Hamblen  counties, 

Was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  16,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  December  11,  1871, 
for  the  management  of  the  State  Prison. 

Passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 14 

Nays.... 1 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest, 
Hawes,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Tharpe,  Windle,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senator  voting  in  the  negative  : 

Mr.  Warren. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  11,  To  amend  Section  1,  Rule  13,  of  an  Act  to 
revise  the  rules  of  Chancery  practice,  and 

Senate  Bill  No.  15,  To  repeal*  an  Act  to  amend  the  Criminal 
Laws, 

Were  rejected. 

Senate  Bill  No.  21,  To  enable  the  Commissioners  to  sell  delin- 
quent railroads  to  settle  with  the  McMinnville  and  Manchester  Rail- 
road, 

Was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  oil  Finance,  Ways  and  Means, 

Senate  Bill  No.  22,  To  amend  an  Act  approved  December  11 
1871,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  State’s  interest  in  the  Tennesse 
and  Pacific  Railroad. 

Passed  second  reading. 
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Senate  Bill  No.  23,  To  provide  for  a speedy  hearing  of  causes  in 
the  Circuit  and  Supreme  Courts, 

Was  rejected. 

Senate  Bill  No.  24,  To  provide  the  Courts  of  the  State  with 
Cooper’s  edition  of  the  Reports  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Senate  Bill  No.  26,  To  change  the  line  between  Putnam  and 
Overton  counties, 

Was  rejected. 

Senate  Bill  No.  27,  To  divide  the  State  into  three  land  districts. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Senate  Bill  No.  28,  To  provide  for  elections  in  civil  districts  to 
vote  a school  tax, 

Was  rejected. 

Senate  Bill  No.  20,  To  apportion  the  Congressional  districts  of 
the  State,  was  read, 

House  Bill  No.  39,  Upon  the  same  subject,  was  read. 

Mr.  Warren  moved  to  adopt  the  House  Bill  in  lieu  of  Senate 
Bill  No.  20. 

Mr.  Tolley  made  the  point  of  order  that  the  motion  could  not  be 
entertained,  for  the  reason  that  the  House  bill  had  not  passed  a first 
reading,  and  the  Senate  bill  was  on  its  second  reading,  and  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  provides  that  before  any  bill  shall  become 
a law,  it  shall  pass  three  readings  in  each  House  on  three  separate 
days. 

The  Speaker  sustained  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Tharpe  appealed  from  the  ruling  of  the  chair. 

The  question  being  put,  “ shall  the  chair  be  sustained  ?” 

The  following  vote  was  had : 


Yeas 9 

Nays 7 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Cooper,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene, ' Hawes,  Hughes,  Mc- 
Connell, Tolley  and  Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Coulter,  Pope,  Porter,  Tharpe,  Warren  and  Windle. 

There  being  no  quorum  voting,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Warren,  a call 
of  the  Senate  was  had,  whereupon  the  following  Senators  answered 
to  their  names : 
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Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gib- 
son, Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  McConnell,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter, 
Staley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn.  • 

• The  Speaker  again  ordered  a call  of  the  roll  on  the  question,  shall 
the  chair  be  sustained  in  its  ruling  on  the  point  of  order  raised  by 
Mr.  Tolley. 

The  chair  was  overruled  by  the  following  vote  : 


Yeas 9 

Nays 10 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Cooper,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Mc- 
Connell, Tolley  and  Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Greene,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter, 
Tharpe,  Warren  and  Windle. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Warren  was  carried,  and  House  Bill  No.  39 
was  adopted  in  lieu  of  Senate  Bill  No.  20. 


Yeas. li 

Nays...( 8 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Hughes,  Pope,  Porter, 
Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Hawes,  McConnell,  Staley, 
Windle  and  Young. 

The  bill  then  passed  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coulter,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  o’clock, 
A.  M.,  Monday. 
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MONDAY  MORNING,  MARCS  25,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  their  Clerk,  Mr. 
Brown,  transmitting  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  28,  adopted. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Claims : 

Mr.  Speaker: 

The  Committee  on  Claims  have  considered  House  Joint  Resolu- 
tion No.  19,  and  recommend  that  it  be  concurred  in. 

WINDLE,  Chairman. 

From  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Common  Schools : 

Mr.  Greene,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Com- 
mon Schools,  returned  House  Bill  No.  24,  To  amend  the  school 
laws,  and  recommended  its  rejection. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  19,  For  the  benefit  of  Frank  Boench, 

Was  concurred  in. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  17,  To  appoint  Commissioners  to 
examine  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Thompson  & Steger,  was  read. 

The  vote  adopting  the  resolution  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Coulter  offered  an  amendment  directing  the  appointees  to 
examine  and  report  upon  all  compilations  submitted  to  them. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Gibson  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  resolution 
which  provides  that  the  Commissioners  shall  receive  no  compensa- 
tion from  the  State. 

Lost. 
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Yeas 2 

Nays 18 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Gibson  and  Greene. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Ear- 
nest, Hawes,  Hughes,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Porter,  Bidley,  Staley, 
Tharpe,  Windle,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

The  resolution  was  then  concurred  in. 


Yeas 16 

Nays 5 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Mer- 
ritt, Patterson,  Porter,  Ridley,  Staley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren, 
Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Pope  and  Young. 

HOUSE  BILLS  OX  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  39,  To  apportion  the  Congressional  Districts  of 
the  State,  was  read. 

Mr.  Brandon  moved  to  detach  McNairy  county  from  the  7th,  and 
attach  it  to  the  9th  district. 

Mr.  Porter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Lost. 


Yeas 4 

Nays 19 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Pope,  Porter,  Tolley  and  Warren. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson, 
Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Ridley, 
Staley,  Tharpe,  Windle,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  3 o’clock, 

P.  M. 


« 8 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present. 

REPORTS* 

From  the  Judiciary  Committed: 

Mr.  Merritt,  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  returned 
Senate  Bill  No.  27,  and  recommended  its  passage. 

NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Greene : Senate  Bill  No.  30,  To  diminish  the  public  debt. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inter- 
nal Improvements. 

SIGNED. 

The  Speaker  in  open  session  signed  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No. 
9,  and  Senate  Resolutions  Nos.  8 and  9. 

MOTION  TO  RECONSIDER. 

Mr.  Warren  entered  a motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  passing  House 
Bill  No.  16,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  December  11th,  1871,  for  the 
more  efficient  management  of  the  Penitentiary. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  39,  To  apportion  the  Congressional  Districts  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  was  read. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Brandon  to  detach  McNairy 
from  the  7th  and  attach  it  to  the  9th  district, 

Was  rejected. 


Yeas * ..***.* 7 

Nays '. * ....12 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Cooper,  DuBose,  Hawes,  Merritt,  Ridley  and 
Young.  • 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs  Bugg,  Clarke,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter, 
Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 
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Mr.  Merritt  moved  to  amend  by  transferring  DeKalb  county 
from  the  Fifth  to  the  Fourth  District. 

Lost. 

Yeas 9 

Nays.... .....12 

Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Cooper,  DuBose,  Hawes,  Merritt,  Porter,  Ridley,  Tolley 
and  Windle. 

i 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

<• 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Greene,  Hughes,  Patter- 
son, Pope,  Tharpe,  Warren,  Young  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

i 

Mr.  McConnell  moved  to  amend  by  transferring  Union  county 
from  the  First  to  the  Second  District,  and  Jefferson  county  from  the 
Second  to  the  First. 

Lost. 


Yeas 8 

Nays .....11 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Clarke,  Gibson,  Hawes,  McConnell,  Porter, 
Windle  and  Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Patterson,  Pope,  Ridley, 
Tharpe,  Tolley  Warren  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hughes,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  o’clock 
A.  M.  to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY  MORNING.  MARCH  26,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

governor’s  message. 

Executive  Department,  1 
Nashville,  March  25,  1872.  / 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  : 

I have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  resolutions  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  and  the  Stockholders  of  the  Tennessee  and  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company,  which  may  furnish  an  easy  and  speedy  adjustment 
of  the  controversy  between  the  State  and  that  company. 

The  proposition  is  that  the  present  stockholders  of  that  road  will 
pay  the  State  $300,000.00  in  coupon  bonds  of  the  State,  with  the 
coupons  of  January  1871,  and  subsequent  coupons  attached,  one- 
fourth  to  be  paid  in  twenty  (20)  days,  and  the  balance  in  one,  two 
and  three  years,  to  be  secured  by  good  personal  security  and  a lien 
upon  the  road. 

I am  authorized  by  the  Railroad  Commissioners  to  inform  you 
that  they  recommend  the  acceptance  of  the  proposition,  in  full  set- 
tlement of  all  the  State’s  interest  in  or  lien  upon  said  road. 

The  amount  proposed,  you  will  perceive,  is  less  than  would  be  re- 
alized under  the  construction,  given  by  the  Commissioners  to  the 
Act  of  December,  13,  1871,  but  more  than  would  result  from  the 
interpretation  given  to  the  same  act  by  the  company. 

Impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  interests  of  the  State  will  be 
promoted  by  accepting  the  sum  now  offered,  and  thus  end  all  con- 
troversy, the  Commissioners  recommend  the  acceptance  of  the  prop- 
osition, and  such  modification  of  the  Act  of  13th  of  December, 
1871,  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  contract.  The  terms  and 
manner  of  payment  are  the  same  as  offered  to  all  the  delinquent 
railroads. 

I suggest  that  if  you  sustain  the  judgment  of  the  Commissioners, 
you  repeal  the  second  Section  of  the  Act  of  13th  of  December,  1871, 
and  the  provisos  thereto  attached,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  direct  the 
Commissioners  to  complete  the  contract  on  the  terms  proposed. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  BROWN, 
Governor . 
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HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  their  Clerk,  Mr. 
Brown,  transmitting  House  Bills  Nos.  7, 25,  and  34  passed,  and 
House  Bill  No.  1,  with  Senate  amendments  amended  and  concurred 

in. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report  that 
Senate  resolutions  Nos.  8 and  9 have  been  this  day  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

GIBSON  Chairman. 


NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Warren : Senate  Bill  No.  31,  To  increase  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Chaplain  and  Physician  of  the  State  Prison. 

Passed  first  reading. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  28,  To  pay  John  S.  Wilkes  for  cleri- 
cal service  with  the  committee  to  cancel  bonds,  was  concurred  in. 

HOUSE  AMENDMENTS. 

House  amendments  to  Senate  amendments  to  House  Bill  No.  1, 
To  create  the  office  of  County  Judge  of  Carroll  county,  were  con- 
curred in. 


HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  18,  To  secure  the  payment  of  State  and  county 
taxes  was  read. 

Mr.  Gibson  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  which 
requires  the  sales  to  be  advertised  in  a newspaper,  and  insert  adver- 
tised according  to  law. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Gibson  moved  to  add  after  the  word  “ purchaser”  the  words 
or  assignee . 

. Adopted. 

The  bill  was  rejected. 


Yeas. 10 

Nays 11 
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Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Patterson,  Rid- 
ley, Tharpe,  Tolley  and  Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Cooper,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Merritt,  Pope,  Porter, 
Staley,  Warren,  Windle  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

House  Bill  No.  15,  To  provide  for  the  collection  of  unpaid  State 
and  county  taxes  was  read. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  on  Finance,  Ways 
and  Means  to  insert  the  words  “ the  County  Court  shall  elect”  in 
lieu  of  the  words  the  “ Governor  shall  appoint”  was  concurred  in. 


Yeas 15 

Nays 6 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Hawes, 
Patterson,  Pope,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle  and 
Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Earnest,  Greene,  Merritt,  Porter,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways 
and  Means,  to  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  apply  only  to  lands 
bought  by  the  State  since,  and  including  the  year  1865, 

Was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Merritt  offered  the  following  amendment : 

And  the  Commissioner  may  employ  an  Attorney,  if  found  neces- 
sary, to  file  the  bill  in  the  Chancery  Court,  and  the  compensation 
of  the  Attorney  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Court  in  which  the  bill  is 
filed,  and  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sold,  and 
taxed  in  the  bill  ot  costs,  and  the  defendant  whose  lands  are  sold 
shall  in  all  cases  pay  all  costs. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Hughes  offered  the  following  amendment  in  lieu  of  section  1 : 

Be  it  enacted , That  the  Trustee  in  each  county  in  this  State  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  sue  for,  sell,  and  dispose  of  the 
lands  heretofore  sold  for  taxes,  and  bid  in  by  the  State,  and  not  re- 
deemed as  provided  by  law;  and  each  of  said  Trustees  shall' be 
held  liable,  under  his  official  bond  as  Trustee,  for  any  default  in  the 
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faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  in  receiving  and  paying  over  any  and 
all  moneys  that  may  come  into  his  hands  on  account  of  sales  of  land 
under  this  Act  to  the  parties  entitled  to  the  same  by  law.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  make  out  a descriptive  list 
of  all  the  lands  sold  for  taxes,  and  bid  in  for  the  State,  and  not  re- 
deemed, and  mail  it  within  sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  Act, 
to  the  Clerk  and  Master  of  tbe  Chancery  Court  of  each  county  in 
the  State,  who  shall  deliver  it  to  the  Trustee  of  his  county,  and  take 
his  receipt  for  the  same,  and  file  it  in  his  office. 

Rejected. 

Yeas 7 

Nays IX 

Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Cooper,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hughes,  Patterson,  Young,  and 
Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Hawes,  Merritt,  Pope,  Porter, 
Ridley,  Staley,  Warren  and  Windle. 

Mr.  Gibson  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Sec.  — . Be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  paying  the  costs  and 
charges  out  of  the  gross  proceeds  of  said  sales,  the  amount  of  tax 
collected  shall  be  paid  by  the  Commissioner  when  ordered  by  the 
Court  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  and  shall  form  and  constitute 
a part  of  the  Common  School  Fund  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Warren  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  amendment : 

“ Shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Trustee  of  the  county  where  the  land 
is  sold. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Patterson, 
the  Senate  adjourned  until  3 o’clock,  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present. 
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REPORTS. 

From  the  State  officers  appointed  to  cancel  bonds  and  coupons. 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee : 

The  undersigned  Commissioners,  in  accordance  with  the  direc- 
tions given  them  under  Senate  joint  resolution,  adopted  December  1 5, 
1871,  have  cancelled  all  of  the  bonds  and  coupons  paid  into  the 
Comptroller’s  office  up  to  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature. 
They  herewith  present  Bond  Book  “A,”  containing  a detailed  and 
complete  list  of  all  said  cancelled  bonds,  showing  the  number, 
series  and  color  of  each  bond  cancelled,  the  number  of  coupons  at- 
tached to  each,  the  date  of  the  first  coupon  due  upon  each,  the  num- 
ber of  past  due  coupons,  the  name  of  the  officers  of  the  State 
government,  by  whom  each  was  signed,  the  name  of  the  road,  corpora- 
tion, or  party  paying  in  or  returning  the  same,  together  with  the  names 
of  the  parties  to  whom  each  bond  was  originally  issued.  Said  book  is 
here  referred  to,  and  made  a part  of  this  report. 

The  said  bonds  have  been  carefully  listed  and  cancelled  in  the  man- 
ner and  mode  prescribed  by  the  act  passed  November  17,  1871,  and 
approved  November  23,  1871,  and  the  cancellation  your  Committee 
believe  is  complete  and  perfect.  The  said  bonds,  after  being  can- 
celled, have  been  filed  in  the  Comptroller’s  office,  as  directed  in  said 
resolution,  and  are  now  subject  to  the  inspection  of  your  honorable 
body,  or  a committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  following  is  a summary  statement  of  said  bonds : 


East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  Railroad  Co 3834 

Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  Co 780 

McMinnville  and  Manchester  Railroad  Co 75 

Winchester  and  Alabama  Railroad  Co 75 

Southwestern  R.  R.  Co.,  paid  in  by  Attorneys  for  the 

State 72 

Nashville  and  Decatur  Railroad  Co .2393 

Memphis  and  Ohio  Railroad  Co 2276 

Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Co '. 90 

Knoxville  and  Kentucky  Railroad  Co 80 

Edgefield  and  Kentucky  Railroad  Company 130 

Tennessee  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company 71 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad  Company Ill 

Cincinnati,  Cumberland  Gap  and  Charleston  Railroad 

Company .75 

Mississippi  Central  Railroad  Co 125 
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Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Co 16 

East  Tennessee  and  Western  North  Carolina  Railroad  Co..  5 

Bonds  never  issued  but  as  collateral 574 

Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  Co 20 

Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  Co.,  (endorsed  bonds)..  62 

Nashville  and  Chattanooga,  State  bonds 13 

South-Western  Railroad  Co 6 

East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  bonus,  endorsed 11 

East  Tennessee  University,  (warrants  issued) 18 

Purchasers  of  the  Carthage  and  Hartsville  Turnpike  Co...  2 

Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Co 1539 

Mutilated  bonds 6 


12,496 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C.  BROWN, 

Governor . 

ED.  R.  PENNEBAKER, 

Comptroller . 

W.  MORROW, 

Treasurer. 

THOS.  H.  BUTLER, 

Secretary  of  State. 


From  the  Committee  to  examine  the  cancelled  bonds : 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  count  the 
bonds  cancelled  by  a committee  appointed  by  an  Act  of  the  last 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  Comp- 
troller, Treasurer,  and  Secretary  of  State,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  find  the  work  of  cancellation  thorough  and  complete.  ' They 
find  now  in  the  Comptroller’s  office  12,423  bonds  cancelled  by  said 
Committee,  amounting  to  $12,423,000.  They  are  informed  that, 
in  addition  to  the  above  amount,  there  are  also  cancelled  73 
bonds,  issued  by.  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  Railroad,  and 
endorsed  by  the  State,  amounting  $73,000,  which  were  returned  to 
the  Railroad  Company,  after  cancellation.  The  Committee  find  the 
bonds  so  cancelled  have  been  fully  described  in  a book  kept  for 
that  purpose,  showing  the  number,  series,  color,  and  general  charac- 
ter of  the  bonds,  the  number  of  coupons  attached  to  each,  and 
such  other  and  general  description  as  secures  a complete  identity  of 
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the  bonds  and  coupons,  which  book  is  now  in  the  Comptroller's 
office,  subject  to  inspection. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WARREN, 

Chairman  Senate  Committee. 
WILSON, 

Chairman  House  Committee. 

MOTIONS  TO  RECONSIDER. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  passing  House  Bill  No.  16,  To 
amend  an  Act  for  the  better  government  of  the  State  Prison  was 
taken  up  and  carried,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 


HOUSE  AMENDMENTS, 

House  Bill  No.  6,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  December  14,  1871, 
prescribing  the  terms  and  mode  of  admitting  patients  to  the  Insane 
Hospital  was  read. 

The  Senate  receded  from  its  amendments  nonconcurred  in  by  the 
House. 

House  amendments  to  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  5,  To  provide 
for  the  election  of  Registers  of  the  land  offices  were  concurred  in. 

House  amendments  to  Senate  amendments  to  House  Joint  Reso- 
lution No.  11,  To  print  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  were  concurred  in. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  9,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  December  21,  1871, 
for  the  sale  of  delinquent  railroads,  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  McCon- 
nell. 

Senate  Bill  No.  17,  To  authorize  the  Commissioners  to  sell  delin- 
quent railroads  to  receive  the  balance  due  on  the  Memphis,  Clarks- 
ville and  Louisville  Railroad,  was  read. 

The  amendments  recommended  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merritt,  the  second  section  of  the  bill  was 
stricken  out. 

The  bill  then  passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 14 

Nays 2 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Ear- 
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nest,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Porter,  Pidley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Warren  and  Young. 

Senate  Bill  No.  25,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  June  25,  1870,  to 
fix  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts,  was  read. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  portion  of  the  bill  relating 
to  DeKalb  county. 

Lost. 

The  Bill  then  passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 13 

Nays 3 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg.  Cooper,  Du  Bose,  Greene,  Hawes  Mc- 
Connell, Patterson,  Porter,  Tolley,  Windle,  Young,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Coulter,  Hughes  and  Pidley. 

Senate  Bill  No.  27,  To  divide  the  State  into  three  land  office  dis- 
tricts, was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Gibson. 

Senate  Bill  No.  24,  To  provide  each  Court  in  this  State  with  the 
reprinted  reports  of  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  read. 

Mr.  Warren  moved  to  strike  out  “each  Court,”  and  insert  “ each 
county.” 

Lost. 

The  bill  was  then  rejected. 


Yeas 2 

Nays 20 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Earnest  and  Porter. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene, 
Hawes,  Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pidley,  Staley, 
Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  15,  To  provide  for  the  collection  of  unpaid  State 
and  county  taxes,  was  read. 

Mr.  Warren  withdrew  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  amend- 
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ment  of  Mr.  Gibson,  and  offered  the  following  amendment  in  lieu 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Gibson  : 

Sec.  — . Be  it  further  enacted , That  after  paying  all  costs  and 
charges  out  of  the  proceeds  of  said  sales,  the  amount  of  taxes  col- 
lected shall  be  paid  by  the  Commissioner  into  the  State  Treasury 
for  school  purposes,  and  shall  be  distributed  by  the  Treasurer 
equally  between  all  the  counties  in  the  State,  according  to  their 
scholastic  population. 

Adopted  in  lieu,  and 

Adopted. 


Yeas 11 

Nays 10 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs,  Brandon,  Bugg,  Earnest,  Hawes,  McConnell,  Patterson, 
Ridley,  Staley,  Warren,  Windle  and  Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hughes, 
Pope,  Tharpe,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Mr.  Gibson  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Sec.  -.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  any  person  whose  lands  may 
be  proceeded  against,  under  this  Act,  shall  have  the  right  to  pay 
the  accrued  unpaid  taxes  on  his  lands,  together  with  6 per  cent,  in- 
terest thereon,  and  all  costs  and  charges,  at  any  time  before  his 
lands  may  be  sold  under  this  Act.  The  money  paid  under  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  paid  to  the  Commissioner,  who  shall  execute  his  re- 
ceipt therefor,  and  on  such  payment  being  made,  the  lands  on  which 
payment  has  been  made,  shall  not  be  sold. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Gibson  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  first  whereas  in 
the  bill. 

Adopted. 

The  bill  passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 17 

Nays 6 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gibson, 
Hawes,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Porter,  Ridley,  Staley,  Tharpe,  Tolley, 
Warren,  and  Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Greene,  Hughes,  McConnell,  Pope,  Windle,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 
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House  Bill  Ho.  20,  To  repeal  section  7,  chapter  18,  of  an  Act 
passed  June  13th,  1870,  in  reference  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
Tennessee. 

Passed  third  reading. 


Yeas — 18 

Nays - 2 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Porter,  Staley,  Tharpe, 
Tolley,  Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Ridley  and  Warren. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  FIRST  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  25,  To  settle  the  State  debt  against  the  Tennes- 
see and  Pacific  Railroad. 

Passed  first  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hughes,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  9J  o’clock, 
A.  M.,  to-morrow. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  27,  1871. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  Plouse,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  transmitting  House  Bills  Nos.  36,  37,  38,  44,  45  and 
48,  passed ; House  Joint  Resolution  Nos.  23  and  24,  adopted  ; and 
House  Joint  Resolution  No.  19  for  the  signature  of  the  Speaker  of 
the  Senate.  Also,  returning  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  9,  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House ; and  informing  the  Senate  that  the 
House  was  ready  to  meet  the  Senate  in  Joint  Convention  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  various  land  offices  of  the  State. 
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REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements :] 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  have  considered  Senate 
Bill  No.  30  entitled,  An  Act  to  increase  the  State  Revenue  and  di- 
ninish  the  public  debt,  and  recommend  that  it  do  not  pass. 

RIDLEY,  Chairman. 

From  the  Judiciary  Committee: 

Mr.  Earnest,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  returned  House 
Joint  Resolution,  No.  25,  without  report. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

House  Bill  No.  39,  To  apportion  the  Congressional  Districts  of 
the  State,  was  read. 

Mr.  Windle  moved  to  amend  by  transferring  Sevier  county  from 
the  2d  to  the  3d  district,  and  Roane  county  from  the  3d  to  the  2d 
district. 

Lost. 

Mr.  Brandon  moved  to  amend  by  transferring  Hardin  county 
from  the  7th  to  the  6th  district,  and  Dickson  county  from  the  6th  to 
the  7th  district. 

Lost. 


Yeas 9 

Nays 13 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are: 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Clarke,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Hawes,  McConnell, 
Merritt,  Ridley  and  Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Greene,  Hughes,  Pat- 
terson, Pope,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn. 

The  hour  of  11  o’clock  having  arrived  the  Senate  proceded  in  a 
body  to  the  Hall  of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
House  in  Convention  to  elect  Registers  of  the  several  land  offices. 

IN  CONVENTION. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate  took  the  chair,  and  stated  the  object 
of  the  Convention. 
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Upon  a call  of  the  roll  the  following  Senators  answered  to  their 
names : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Ear- 
nest, Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Patter- 
son, Pope,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  Young,  and 
Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

The  President  announced  that  nominations  were  in  order  for  the 
office  of  Register  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Middle  District: 

Senator  Greene  nominated  Mr.  Clay  Roberts. 

Representative  Taylor  nominated  Mr.  John  Swann. 

Representative  Lewis  nominated  Mr.  James  Glover. 

There  being  no  other  nominations,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot 
with  the  following  result : 

VOTE  ON  THE  PAET  OF  THE  SENATE. 


For  Mr.  Roberts 19 

For  Mr.  Glover 3 


Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Roberts  are : Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg, 

Clarke,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  McCon- 
nell, Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren, 
Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Glover  are : Messrs.  Cooper,  Ear- 

nest and  Young. 

VOTE  ON  THE  PAET  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


For  Mr.  Glover 31 

For  Mr.  Roberts 23 

For  Mr.  Swann 17 

JOINT  VOTE. 

Glover 34 

Roberts 42 

Swann 17 


There  being  no  election,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  a second  ballot 
with  the  following  result : 

VOTE  ON  THE  PAET  OF  THE  SENATE. 

For  Mr.  Roberts 17 

For  Mr.  Glover ^ 

Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Roberts  are : Messrs.  Brandon,  Bug  v 
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Clarke,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Merritt, 
Patterson,  Pope,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  Warren,  Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Glover  are : Messrs.  Cooper,  Earnest, 

Tolley  and  Young. 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


For  Mr.  Roberts 22 

For  Mr.  Glover 37 

For  Mr.  Swann 13 

JOINT  VOTE. 

Roberts.... 39 

Glover 41 

Swann 13 


The  name  of  Mr.  Roberts  was  withdrawn. 

THIRD  BALLOT — VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  SENATE. 


For  Mr.  Glover 13 

For  Mr.  Swann 8 


Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Swann  are : Messrs.  Brandon,  DuBose, 

Gibson,  Greene,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Tharpe  and  Warren. 

Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Glover  are : Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke, 

Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Pope,  Ridley,  Tolley, 
Windle,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


For  Mr.  Glover 55 

For  Mr.  Swann  25 

JOINT  VOTE. 

Glover 1 68 

Swann 33 


James  Glover  having  received  a majority  of  all  the  votes  cast, 
was  declared  by  the  President  duly  elected  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  for  the  Middle  District. 

The  President  announced  nominations  in  order  for  the  office  of 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Mountain  District. 
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Senator  Hawes  nominated  M.  C.  Dibbrell. 

There  being  no  other  nominations,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot 
with  the  following  result : 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  SENATE. 

For  Mr.  Dibbrell 21 

Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Dibbrell  are:  Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg, 

Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DgBose,  Earnest,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren, 
Windle,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


For  Mr.  Dibbrell 70 

JOINT  VOTE. 

For  Mr.  Dibbrell — 91 


Mr.  Dibbrell  having  received  a majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was 
declared  by  the  President  duly  elected  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
for  the  Mountain  District. 

The  President  announced  that  nominations  were  in  order,  for  Re- 
gister of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Western  District. 

Representative  Pearson  nominated  A.  Pyles. 

Senator  Warren  nominated  Jno.  Gates. 

There  being  no  other  nominations,  the  Convention  proceeded  to 
ballot  with  the  following  result : 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  SENATE. 


For  Mr.  Pyles 4 

For  Mr.  Gates 16 


Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Pyles  are : Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Mer- 
ritt and  Pope. 

Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Gates  are  : Messrs.  Brandon,  Coulter,  Du- 
Bose,  Earnest  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Patterson,  Ridley, 
Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  Young  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


For  Mr.  Pyles 40 

For  Mr.  Gates .........32 

JOINT  VOTE. 

For  Mr.  Pyles ,...44 

For  Mr.  Gates ....48 

S 10 
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The  President  announced  that  Mr.  Gates  having  received  a ma- 
jority of  all  of  the  votes  cast,  was  duly  elected  Register  of  the  Land 
Office,  for  the  Western  District. 

The  President  announced  that  nominations  were  in  order  for  Re- 
gister of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Ocoee  District. 

Representative  Allen  nominated  J.  W.  Hicks. 

Representative  Padgett  nominated  J.  Blackburn. 

There  being  no  other  nominations,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot 
with  the  following  result : 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  SENATE. 

For  Mr.  Hicks 17 

For  Mr.  Blackburn 2 

Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Hicks  are : Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg, 
Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Greene,  Plawes,  Hughes,  Patter- 
son, Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Yv  indie,  Young  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  for  Mr.  Blackburn  are  : Messrs.  Earnest  and  Gib- 
son. 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


For  Mr.  Hicks 55 

For  Mr.  Blackburn .* 10 

JOINT  VOTE. 

For  Mr.  Hicks 72 

For  Mr.  Blackburn 12 


The  President  announced  that  Mr.  Hicks  having  received  a ma- 
jority of  all  of  tjie  votes  cast  was  duly  elected  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  for  the  Ocoee  District. 

The  President  announced  the  next  business  in  order,  to  be  the 
election  of  Register  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Hiwassee  District.- 

Representative  Chambers  nominated  M.  F.  Johnson. 

There  being  no  other  nominations,  the  Convention  proceeded  to 
ballot  with  the  following  result: 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  SENATE. 

For  Mr.  M.  F.  Johnson 


18 
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Senators  voting  for  Mr.  M.  F.  Johnson  are:  Messrs.  Brandon, 
Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  Patterson,  Pope,  Ridley,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  Young 
and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  HOUSE  : 


For  Mr.  M.  F.  Johnson 67 

JOINT  VOTE. 

For  Mr.  M.  F.  Johnson 85 


Mr.  Johnson  having  received  a majority  of  all  of  the  votes  cast, 
was  declared  by  the  President  to  be  duly  elected  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  for  the  Hiwassee  District. 

The  President  announced  the  next  business  in  order,  to  be  the 
election  of  Register  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Eastern  District, 
and  that  nominations  were  in  order. 

Representative  McGhee  nominated  Jas.  H.  Armstrong. 

Representative  Carr  nominated  David  Anderson. 

There  being  no  other  nominations  the  Convention  proceeded  to 
ballot  with  the  following  result : 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  SENATE. 


For  Jas.  H.  Armstrong 16 

For  David  Anderson 4 


Senators  voting  for  Jas.  H.  Armstrong  are:  Messrs.  Brandon, 
Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  Patterson,  Pope,  Tharpe,  Warren,  Young  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  for  David  Anderson : Messrs.  Earnest,  Ridley, 
Tolley  and  Windle. 

VOTE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  HOUSE 


For  Jas.  H.  Armstrong 62 

For  David  Anderson.... 3 

JOINT  VOTE. 

For  Jas.  H.  Armstrong 78 

For  David  Anderson 7 
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The  President  announced  that  Mr.  Armstrong  having  received  a 
majority  of  all  of  the  votes  cast,  was  duly  elected  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  for  the  Eastern  District. 

The  Convention  having  completed  the  business  for  which  it  wa» 
assembled,  it  was  dissolved,  and  the  Senate  retired  to  its  Chamber. 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Warren  adjourned  until  2 o’clock  P.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn, 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present. 

NEW  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Coulter : Senate  Bill  No.  32,  To  define  the  qualification 
of  jurors. 

Passed  first  reading. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  FIEST  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  7,  To  amend  an  act  relative  to  publishing  tlie 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

House  Bill  No.  34,  To  enable  the  Commissioners  to  sell  delin- 
quent railroads,  to  settle  with  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Rail- 
road. 

V 

House  Bill  No.  36,  To  amend  the  charters  ot  incorporated  towns 
and  cities,  relative  to  a school  tax. 

House  Bill  No.  37,  To  authorize  the  Governor  to  settle  claims 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

House  Bill  No.  38,  To  enable  the  Railroad  Commissioners  to 
perfect  a title  to  the  McMinnville  and  Manchester  Railroad. 

House  Bill  No.  44,  To  afford  relief  to  litigants;  and 
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House  Bill  No.  48,  To  legalize  the  acts  of  the  Governor,  relative 
to  th<?  archives  of  the  State. 

Passed  their  first  readings. 

House  Bill  No.  45,  To  defray  the  current  expenses  of  this  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Passed  first  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fin- 
ance, Ways  and  Means. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  8,  To  amend  the  Act  to  revise  the  rules  of  Chan- 
cery practice,  and 

House  Bill  No.  25,  To  settle  the  State  debt  against  the  Tennes- 
see and  Pacific  Railroad, 

Passed  their  second  readings.  * 

House  Bill  No.  17,  To  repeal  rule  8 of  an  Act  to  revise  the  rules 
of  Chancery  practice,  and 

House  Bill  No.  24,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  July  7,  1870,  to  re- 
organize and  regulate  common  schools, 

Were  rejected. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  transmitting  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  36,  adopted 
for  concurrence. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills : 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report 
that  Senate  Bills  Nos.  17  and  25  are  correctly  engrossed,  and  that 
Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  5 is  correctly  enrolled. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  36,  Relative  to  the  death  of  ex-Gov- 
ernor  Trousdale,  was  read. 

The  blank  was  filled  with  three,  the  resolution  was  concurred  in, 
and  Messrs.  Young,. Ridley  and  Brandon  were  appointed  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  31,  To  fix  the  salary  of  the  Physician  and  Chap- 
lain of  the  State  Prison. 

Passed  second  reading. 
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HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  39,  To  apportion  the  Congressional  Districts,  was 
read. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DuBose,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  A.  M., 
to-morrow,  as  a mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Ex-Governor 
William  Trousdale. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  28,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  their  Clerk, 
Mr.  Brown,  returning  Senate  Bill  No.  1,  passed ; Senate  Bill  No. 
19,  amended  and  passed ; and  asking  for  a committee  of  conference 
on  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  17.  Also,  returning  Senate  Joint 
Resolution  No.  13,  concurred  in,  and  House  Bill  No.  15,  Senate 
amendments  amended  and  concurred  in. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Judiciary  Committee: 

Mr.  Speaker  : ' 

The  Judiciary  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  House 
Bill  No.  16,  and  the  Committee  recommend'  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  which  accompanies  this  report,  and  that  the  bill  as 
amended  pass. 

MERRITT,  Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  23,  To  authorize  the  Comptroller  to 
borrow  money,  was  read. 
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Mr.  Merritt  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  as  relates  to  borrowing 
money  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Porter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Carried. 


Yeas 10 

Nays 7 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Hawes,  Patterson,  Pope, 
Porter,  Staley  and  Windle. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  DuBose,  Gibson,  Hughes,  Merritt,  Tharpe,  Warren  and 
Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  10,  To  authorize  the  Comptroller  to 
borrow  $20,000  to  pay  the  indebtedness  of  the  Penitentiary, 

Was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

Senate  Bill  No.  31,  To  regulate  the  salary  of  the  Physician  and 
the  Chaplain  of  the  Penitentiary, 

Was  rejected. 


Yeas  0 

Nays 17 


Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gibson, 
Greene,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Staley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren, 
Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  SECOND  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  7,  To  amend  an  Act  in  regard  to  the  publication 
of  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

House  Bill  No.  30,  To  amend  an  Act  to  apportion  the  Senatorial 
and  Representative  districts,  and 

House  Bill  No.  34,  To  enable  the  Commissioners  to  sell  the  de- 
linquent railroads  to  settle  with  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Rail- 
road, 

Passed  their  second  readings. 

House  Bill  No.  36,  To-  amend  the  charters  of  incorporated  towns 
and  cities  lor  the  encouragement  of  common  schools. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  w^as  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ed- 
ucation and  Common  Schools. 
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House  Bill  No.  37,  To  authorize  the  Governor  to  settle  claims 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

House  Bill  No.  38,  To  enable  the  Railroad  Commissioners  to 
perfect  the  title  to  the  McMinnville  and  Manchester  Railroad. 

House  Bill  No.  44,  To  afford  relief  to  litigants,  and 

House  Bill  No.  48,  To  legalize  the  Acts  of  the  Governor  relative 
to  the  archives  of  the  State, 

Passed  their  second  readings. 

House  Bill  No.  45,  To  defray  the  current  expenses  of  this  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Passed  second  reading,  and  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  Ways  and  Means. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  9,  To  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Chancery 
Court  for  Lake  county. 

Passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 17  * 

Nays 0 

Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hughes, 
Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Staley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren, 
Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

House  Bill  No.  39,  To  apportion  the  Congressional  Districts,  was 
read, 

Mr.  Earnest  moved  to  consider  the  bill  as  if  no  action  had  been 
taken  upon  it. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Porter  in  the  Chair)  ruled  the  motion  out  of 
order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warren,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  3 o’clock, 

p.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  at  3 o’clock  p.  M.,  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn  in  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present. 
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HOUSE  AMENDMENTS. 

House  amendments  to  Senate  amendments  to  House  Bill  No.  15, 
To  provide  for  the  collection  of  unpaid  State  and  County  taxes. 

Were  non-concurred  in. 

House  amendments  to  Senate  Bill  No.  19,  To  repeal  section  7 of 
Rule  2,  and  section  1 of  Rule  8,  and  Rule  13  of  the  Act  to  revise  the 
rules  of  Chancery  practice, 

Were  concurred  in. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  16,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  December  11,  1871, 
for  the  more  efficient  management  of  the  Penitentiary,  was  read. 

The  amendments  recommended  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 

Were  concurred  in. 


Yeas 10 

Nays 9 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Hawes,  Merritt, 
Tharpe,  Tolley,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Coulter,  Gibson,  Greene,  McConnell,  Patterson,  Pope, 
Staley,  Warren  and  Windle. 

The  bill  as  amended  passed  third  reading. .. 

Yeas ... — 13 

Nays - 6 

Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  Merritt,  Porter,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Greene,  McConnell,  Patterson,  Pope,  Warren  and  Windle. 

House  Bill  No.  39,  To  apportion  the  Congressional  Districts  of 
the  State,  was  read. 

Mr.  Gibson  moved  to  amend  by  transferring  White  county  from 
the  2d  to  the  3d  district. 

Lost. 

11 
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Yeas 6 

Nays  14 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Gibson,  Merritt,  Porter,  Tolley,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes, 
Patterson  Pope,  Ridley,  Staley,  Tharpe,  Warren,  and  Windle. 

The  bill  then  passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 15 

Nays  5 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Earnest,  Greene,  Hughes,  Patter- 
son, Pope,  Porter,  Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  and 
Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Gibson,  McConnell,  Merritt  and  Staley. 

Mr.  Warren  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  last  taken,  and  then 
moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

On  motion  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  o’clock  A.  M.  to-morrow. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  29,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
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HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House  through  Mr.  Brown , their 
Clerk,  transmitting  House  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  30  and  37,  adopt- 
ed ; also,  House  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  31  and  33  adopted  ; House 
Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  19,  23,  28  and  36,  for  the  signature  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  Senate;  also,  returning  Senate  Bill  No.  25,  amended 
and  passed;  and  Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  5,  11  and  13,  and 
Senate  Bill  No.  1,  signed;  also  returning  Senate  Bill  No.  17,  passed, 
and  House  Bills  Nos.  15  and  39  for  signature. 

SIGNED. 

The  Speaker,  in  open  session,  signed  House  Joint  Resolutions 
Nos.  19,  23,  28,  36,  and  House  Bills  Nos.  15  and  39,  6 and  20. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means : 

Mr.  Coulter  returned  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and 
Means,  House  Bill  No.  45,  and  recommended  its  passage  with 
amendments. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  : 

Mr.  Speaker: 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report  that 
Senate  Bill  No.  1,  and  Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  11  and  13  are 
correctly  enrolled;  and  that  on  the  29th  inst.,  Senate  Joint  Resolu- 
tion No.  9 was  presented  to  the  Governor  for  his  signature. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

By  Mr.  Coulter:  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  14,  viz: 

Resolved,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee , 
That  250  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  relative  to  the  management  of 
the  Penitentiary,  be  ordered  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and 
copies  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules. 

By  Mr.  Porter  : Senate  Resolution,  No,  10,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the.  Clerk  of  this  Body  be  directed  to  have  printed 
in  the  Senate  Journal  of  this  extra  session  the  report  and  statistics 
relative  to  common  schools  made  to  this  General  Assembly  by  Mr. 
Killebrew. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules. 
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By  Mr.  Young:  Senate  Resolution,  No.  11,  viz  : 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Tennessee , In  view  of 
the  death  of  General  William  Trousdale,  which  occurred  at  his  res- 
idence on  the  27th  day  of  March,  1872,  and  of  his  eminent  public 
services  to  his  country,  we  deem  it  fit  and  proper  to  give  a brief 
delineation  of  his  character,  and  the  part  that  he  has  taken  in  a 
long  and  useful  life  of  eighty-two  years.  He  was  born  on  the  23d 
of  September,  1790.  While  he  did  not  receive  a collegiate  educa- 
tion, yet  it  was  such  as  was  usual  in  his  day.  Upon  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  upon  the  announcement  of  the  terrible 
massacre  of  Fort  Weems,  Governor  Blount,  in  anticipation  of  the 
orders  of  the  President,  called  for  volunteers.  Gen  Jackson,  then 
commanding  the  militia,  appealed  to  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  to 
take  up  arms,  and  among  them  young  Trousdale  laid  aside  his 
books  and  shouldered  his  musket,  and  rallied  around  our  chieftain, 
and  gallantly  bore  the  flag  of  his  country  through  the  many  battles 
of  the  Greek  War.  He  distinguished  himself  for  bravery  in  the 
battles  of  Tallahatchie,  Talladega,  Enochicopee,  Emuckfau,  and  the 
Horse  Shoe.  In  1814  the  British  were  discovered  prowling  along 
the  coasts  of  Florida,  uncertain  where  they  would  make  the  attack. 
The  Crescent  City  was  then  defenseless,  and  the  far-seeing  intellect 
of  General  Jackson  led  him  to  believe  that  New  Orleans  would  be 
the  point  of  attack,  and  with  an  inadequate  force,  he  made  forced 
marches  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  British,  on  the  night 
of  the  23d  of  December,  were  repulsed — in  which  action  young 
Trousdale  greatly  distinguished  himself.  Temporary  works  were 
then  thrown  up.  They  were  again  repulsed  in  the  battle  of  the 
28th,  and  in  the  final  struggle  of  the  8th  of  January,  they  were 
overthrown.  Not  a man  of  the  army  exhibited  more  heroism  than 
did  Lieutenant  Trousdale.  Peace  being  reestablished,  he  returned 
to  Sumner  county,  and  resumed  his  studies.  The  Seminoles,  being 
instigated  by  the  Spaniards,  made  war  upon  our  frontiers.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  with  his  volunteers,  among  whom  again  was  William 
Trousdale,  rushed  to  the  defence  of  our  country,  and,  after  having 
chastised  the  enemy,  again  returned  to  his  school.  In  a short  time 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  carrying  on  a successful  practice  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with.  Mexico  in  1846.  Without  soli- 
citation he  was  appointed  by  President  Polk  a Colonel  in  the  Reg- 
ular Army.  He  landed  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  marched  his  brigade  to 
the  City  of  Mexico.  He  distinguished  himself  in  the  battles  of 
Molino  del  Rey,  Contreras,  Chepultepec,  and  the  storming  of  the 
City  of  Mexico.  In  leading  his  brigade  upon  the  heights  of  Che- 
pultepec, he  was  twice  wounded,  and  though  bleeding  and  exhausted 
he  refused  to  be  carried  from  the  bloody  field,  and  entered  those 
heights  with  his  command.  For  his  gallantry  in  this  action  he  was 
brevetted  Brigadier  General,  and  in  the  report  of  Major  General 
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Scott,  the  Commander-in-chief,  he  was  especially  mentioned  and 
complimented  for  his  gallantry.  Peace  being  re-established  he 
returned  to  his  home,  and  thus  closed  the  distinguished  mil- 
itary career  of  General  Wm.  Trousdale.  He  was  not  less 
distinguished  as  a civilian  than  as  a military  hero.  He  served  his 
Senatorial  District  as  Senator  in  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1835-6.  He  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee  in  1849,  and  his 
administration  was  marked  by  integrity,  discretion  and  ability.  He 
was  appointed  Minister  to  Brazil  by  Mr.  Pierce  in  1853.  He  served 
his  country  for  four  years  with  dignity  and  honor.  The  symptoms 
of  rheumatism,  which  ultimately  carried  him  off,  began  to  make  its 
approaches  during  the  Mexican  campaign.  The  Southern  climate 
of  Brazil  partially  relieved  him,  and  on  his  return  home  he  took  a 
European  tour,  whose  Northern  climate  aggravated  the  disease,  and 
he  returned  home  an  invalid.  He  was  confined  to  his  yard  and 
room  for  years,  and  ultimately  to  his  bed,  enduring  the  most  excru- 
ciating pain  without  a murmur.  And  now  he  sleeps  in  that  death 
which  his  country  mourns.  He  was  an  immediate  descendant  of 
Captain  James  Trousdale,  a revolutionary  hero,  who  imparted  to 
the  son  a devotion  to  liberty,  and  such  love  to  his  country  as,  at 
any  moment  of  his  life  he  was  willing  to  surrender  in  its  defense, 
as  his  life  has  illustrated.  His  father  commanded  a whig  company 
during  the  Revolution.  For  a long  time  he  defended  Charleston, 
and  ultimately  met  Colonel  Tarlton  and  his  troop,  in  which  his 
men  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  he  received  two  severe  sabre  wounds. 
Having  recovered,  he  fights  through  the  Revolution — was  with 
Washington  in  his  pursuit  of  Cornwallis,  and  was  present  when 
Cornwallis  surrendered  his  command  and  gave  up  his  sword.  Thus 
the  sire  and  son  each  go  down  to  the  grave  bearing  upon  their  per- 
sons two  honorable  scars  received  in  the  defence  of  their  country. 
The  death  of  such  men  is  a loss  to  that  country,  and  the  public 
heart  is  stricken  with  grief. 

“Yet  what  is  death,  so  it  be  but  glorious, 

’Tis  a sunset.  ” 

It  is  a legacy  that  we  all  have  to  pay.  It  becomes  us  to  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  it. 

“ For  as  man  his  days  are  as  grass  ; as  a flower  of  the  field  so  he  flourisheth, 

For  the  wind  passeth  over  it,  and  it  is  gone, 

And  the  place  thereof  shall  know  it  no  more.” 

Gen.  Trousdale  was  gentle  and  kind  in  his  feelings — a man  of 
incorruptible  integrity* — of  the  highest  toned  honor.  He  was  not 
aggressive,  nor  nothing  of  the  tyrant  in  his  composition.  He  high- 
ly respected  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others — he  was  tenacious  of 
his  own,  and  sensitive  of  his  honor.  At  any  period  of  his  life  he 
would  rather  have  surrendered  that  life  than  to  have  forfeited  that 
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honor.  He  would  disdain  “to  crook  the  pregnant  hinges  of  the 
knee  where  thrift  may  follow  fawning.”  “He  would  not  flatter 
Neptune  for  his  trident  or  Jove  for  his  power  to  thunder.” 

Resolved , That  this  resolution  be  spread  upon  the  Journals  of 
the  Senate  as  a memorial  of  the  services,  character  and  worth  of 
our  distinguished  dead,  for  whose  loss  this  Senate  mourns. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE. 

Messrs.  Merritt  and  Staley  were  appointed  a Committee  of  Con- 
ference, on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  House  Joint  Resolution 
No.  17. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  Bill  No.  7,  To  provide  for  publishing  the  reports  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  was  read. 

Mr.  Gibson  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  second  section 
of  the  bill  making  the  Comptroller  the  custodian  of  the  stereotyped 
plates  of  the  Reports,  and  requiring  him  to  give  bond. 

Adopted.  1 ' 

Mr.  Gibson  offered  the  following  amendmennt : 

Be  it  further  enacted , That  the  Comptroller,  Secretary  of  State 
and  Treasurer  be  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  a Board,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  let  out  the  publication,  including  both  printing 
and  binding  and  stereotyping  of  the  Supreme  Court  Reports  to  the 
lowest  responsible  bidder. 

Adopted. 

The  bill  then  passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 22 

Nays 0 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Ear- 
nest, Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  McConnell,  Patterson,  Pope, 
Porter,  Ridley,  Staley,  Tharpe,  Warren,  Windle,  Young,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 

House  Bill  No.  25,  To  amend  an  Act  for  the  sale  of  the  State’s 
interest  in  the  Tennessee  and  Pacific  Railroad,  was  read. 

Mr.  Brandon  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Amend  by  striking  out  section  3,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following : 
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Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  Act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after 
the  directors,  representing  the  stockholders  in  said  Tennessee  and 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  shall  make  the  cash  payment,  and  secure 
all  other  payments  for  said  road,  as  provided  for  in  this  Act,  and  pays 
all  costs  that  have  or  may  hereafter  accrue  in  any  suit  brought  by 
the  State  to  recover  any  portion  of  the  State  bonds  heretofore  issued 
to  them,  or  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Hughes  offered  the  following  amendment  in  lieu : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  Act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Tennessee  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
accept  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

Mr.  Merritt  offered  the  following  in  lieu  of  all  pending  amend- 
ments : 

Sec.  — . Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  second  section  of  the  said 
Act  of  the  13th  of  December,  1871,  with  the  provisos  attached,  is  re- 
pealed, upon  the  Tennessee  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company  accepting 
the  terms  of  this  Act,  and  upon  the  said  company  making  the  pay- 
ments and  complying  with  the  terms,  as  required  by  this  Act,  and 
upon  the  company  paying  the  costs  which  have  or  may  accrue  upon 
any  suits  brought  by  the  State  to  recover  any  portion  of  the  State 
bonds  heretofore  issued  to  the  said  company. 

Adopted  in  lieu,  and  then 

Adopted. 

The  bill  then  passed  third  reading. 


Yeas.* 20 

Nays. 3 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Bugg,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Gibson.  Greene, 
Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Ridley, 
Staley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Hawes  and  Young. 

House  Bill  No.  45,  To  defray  the  current  expenses  of  this  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warren,  the  amendments  recommended  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and  Means, 

Were  adopted.. 

The  bill  then  passed  third  reading. 


* 

Yeas / 20 

Nays 0 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are: 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Cooper,  DuBose,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes, 
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Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Ridley,  Sta- 
ley, Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Windle,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
Vaughn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  3 o’clock,  P.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  Chair.® 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present. 

governor’s  message. 

A message  was  received  from  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  re- 
turning Senate  Bill  No.  1 and  Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  5,  9, 
11  and  13,  approved. 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  DuBose,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Ways  and 
Means,  returned  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  10,  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Greene,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Com- 
mon Schools,  returned  House  Bill  No.  36  for  passage. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

By  Mr.  Greene:  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  15,  viz: 

Resolved,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee , That 
in  order  to  insure  the  more  prompt  and  efficient  collections  of  the 
revenues  of  the  State,  that  the  last  section  of  a joint  resolution,  ap- 
proved December  11,  1871,  appointing  turnpike  commissioners  be, 
amended  so  as  to  allow  ten  per  cent,  on  all  moneys  collected  by  the 
commissioner,  and  returned  to  the  State. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  rejected. 


Yeas 8 

Nays .. 11 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative,  are  : 

Messrs.  DuBose,  Earnest,  Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Merritt,  Rid- 
ley and  Tolley. 


Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Cooper,  Gibson,  Hughes,  Patterson,  Pope,  Staley, 
Warren,  Windle,  Young  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 
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House  Joint  Resolution  No.  38,  Directory  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Prisons,  was  read. 

Mr.  Earnest  offered  the  following  amendment,  viz : 

Insert  after  the  word  Assembly  : The  amount  of  claims  due  the 

prison  placed  in  hands,  and  from  whom  due,  the  amount  paid  out  by 
him,  and  to  whom,  and  the  condition  of  the  uncollected  claims,  as 
well  as  the  amount  paid  oyer  by  him  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  as 
aforesaid. 

Adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  concurred  in. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  30,  Directing  the  Railroad  Commis- 
missioners  to  settle  with  Receivers, 

Was  concurred  in. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  33,  Relative  to  mobs  and  lynch  law 
in  the  State,  was  read. 

Mr.  Gibson  offered  the  following  amendment : 

And  that  we  denounce  the  action  of  the  Nashville  authorities  as 
imbecile  and  unworthy  a great  city. 

Mr.  Tolley  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 


Carried. 

Yeas 14 

Nays 3 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Clarke,  Cooper,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Ridley,  Tolley  and  Young. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Gibson,  Staley  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Mr.  Clarke  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  “ especially.” 
Lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  concurred  in. 


Yeas 16 

Nays * 1 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gibson,  Greene,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Porter,  Ridley,  Staley,  Tolley,  Warren, 
Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senator  voting  in  the  negative  : 

Mr.  Tharpe. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  31,  Complimentary  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  was  concurred  in. 

12 
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HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIEL  BEADING. 

House  Bill  No.  38,  To  enable  the  Commissioners  to  sell  delin- 
quent railroads  to  perfect  titles  to  the  McMinnville  and  Manchester 
Railroad, 

Failed  for  the  want  of  a constitutional  majority. 


Yeas 11 

Nays, 7 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Clarke,  DuBose,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Merritt,  Pope,  Porter, 
Ridley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Yaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are  : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Cooper,  Gibson,  Greene,  Patterson,  Warren  and 
Young. 

INVITATION. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  General  Battle  to  the  Senate  to 
dine  with  him  to-morrow  at  two. 

Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DuBose,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10  o’clock, 
A.  m.,  to-morrow. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  30,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Yaughn 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  their  Clerk, 
Mr.  Brown,  transmitting  House  Bill  No.  25,  for  the  signature  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  Senate.  Also,  returning  Senate  Joint  Resolu- 
tion No.  14,  amended  and  concurred  in.  Also,  returning  Senate 
Bills  Nos.  17  and  19,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House;  House 
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Joint  Resolution  No.  17,  with  the  report  thatthe  House  had  concur- 
red in  all  of  the  Senate  amendments  except  the  one,  which  requires 
the  appointees  to  examine  whether  or  not  the  present  Code  of  Ten- 
nessee was  stereotyped,  and  if  so,  what  became  of  the  plates.  Also, 
transmitting  House  Bill  No.  7,  and  notifying  the  Senate  that  the 
House  had  non-concurred  in  Senate  amendments,  and  asking  a com- 
mittee of  conference. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.  Speaker: 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  to  report 
that  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  14  is  correctly  engrossed,  that 
Senate  Bills  Nos.  17  and  19  are  correctly  enrolled,  and  that  Senate 
Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  5,  11  and  13,  and  Senate  Bill  No.  1,  were 
on  the  29th  inst.,  presented  to  the  Governor  for  his  signature. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  10,  To  authorize  the  Comptroller  to 
effect  the  loan  of  $20,000, 

Was  concurred  in. 


Yeas 19 

Nays 0 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gib- 
son, Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  McConnell,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter, 
Ridley,  Tolley,  Warren,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  34,  Directing  the  Treasurer  to  fur- 
nish certain  scholastic  information, 

Was  concurred  in. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  17,  To  appoint  a commission  to  ex- 
amine the  compilation  of  Statute  Laws  by  Thompson  & Steger,  was 
read. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  was  adopted. 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  25,  Relative  to  the  boundary  be- 
tween Hawkins  and  Hamblen,  and 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  24,  Fixing  the  time  to  adjourn  sine 
die, 

Were  concurred  in. 

By  Mr.  Coulter:  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  16,  viz: 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee , That 


92 


the  thanks  of  the  people  are  due,  and  are  tendered  to  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  following  railroad  companies : The  Nashville 

and  Chattanooga,  the  Nashville  and  Northwestern,  the  East  Ten- 
nessee, Virginia  and  Georgia,  the  Memphis  and  Charleston,  the 
Tennessee  and  Pacific,  the  Louisville  and  Nashville,  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio,  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga,  and  the  Edgefield  and  Ken- 
tucky, for  their  prompt  and  cheerful  compliance  with  the  joint  res- 
olution of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  asking  free  transporta- 
tion to  State  students  to  and  from  the  Agricultural  College  at 
Knoxville. 

Adopted  under  a suspension  of  the  rules. 

HOUSE  BILLS  ON  THIRD  READING. 

House  bill  No.  8,  To  amend  an  Act  to  revise  the  rules  of  Chan- 
cery practice,  and 

House  Bill  No.  30,  To  amend  an  Act  passed  December  11th, 
1871,  to  apportion  the  Representative  and  Senatorial  Districts, 

W ere  laid  on  the  table. 

House  Bill  No.  36,  To  authorize  incorporated  towns  to  levy  a 
tax  for  school  purposes,  was  read. 

Mr.  Gibson  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Be  it  further 'enacted,  That  no  tax  shall  be  levied  and  collected 
in  any  incorporated  town  for  or  in  any  year,  unless  the  county 
wherein  such  town  is  located  shall  fail  or  refuse  on  or  before  the 
April  term  of  such  year  to  levy  a county  tax  for  school  purposes. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Merritt  offered  the  following  amendment : 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  not  apply  to  any  city  or  town  in 
this  State  having  a population  of  over  20,000  inhabitants. 

Adopted. 

The  bill  passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 14 

Nays 3 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gibson,  Hu'ghes,  Merritt,  Pat- 
terson, Pope,  Porter,  Ridley,  Staley,  Tharpe,  Warren,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Cooper,  Hawes  and  Young. 

House  Bill  No.  44,  To  afford  relief  to  litigants. 

Passed  third  reading. 
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Yeas 17 

Nays 0 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  : 

Messrs.  Clarke,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gibson,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Mer- 
ritt, Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Ridley,  Staley,  Tharpe,  Warren,  Win- 
dle,  Young  ,and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

House  Bill  No.  48,  To  legalize  the  Acts  of  the  Governor  relative 
to  the  State  archives. 

Passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 18 

Nays 0 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Cooper,  DuBose.  Earnest,  Gibson,  Hawes, 
Hughes,  McConnell,  Merritt,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Ridley,  Sta- 
ley, Tharpe,  Tolley,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

House  Bill  No.  37,  To  authorize  the  Governor  to  settle  claims 
between  the  United  States  Government  and  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
Passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 19 

Nays 0 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gib- 
son, Greene,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Patterson,  Pope,  Porter,  Ridley, 
Tharpe,  Tolley,  Warren,  Young,  and  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn. 

MOTIONS  TO  RECONSIDER. 

House  Bill  No.  38,  To  enable  the  Railroad  Commissioners  to 
perfect  title  to  the  McMinnville  and  Manchester  Railroad, 

Was  taken  up,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hughes,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Counsel  for  the  State  for  the  sale 
of  delinquent  railroads,  was  read,  and  ordered  spread  upon  the 
Journal : 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  April  6,  1871. 

Gen.  B.  J.  Hill, 

President  and  Receiver  McMinnville  and  Manchester  Railroad : 

Sir  : In  view  of  the  fact  that  since  terms  for  a sale  of  the  Mc- 

McMinnville  and  Manchester  Railroad  were  agreed  upon,  it  has 
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been  found  that  the  United  States  has  some  sort  of  demand  of  per- 
haps over  $50,000  against  that  road,  which  cannot  now  be  adjudi- 
cated. If  it  is  satisfactory  to  you  to  allow  the  decree  agreed  upon 
to  be  entered,  we  will  use  our  influence  to  have  enough  of  the  debt 
which  the  State  gets  from  the  Winchester  and  Alabama  Railroad 
against  the  United  States,  transferred  to  you  to  meet  the  demand  of 
the  United  States  against  you. 

EDWIN  H.  EWING, 

W.  B.  REESE. 

I am  of  opinion,  under  all  of  the  circumstances,  that  the  persons 
who  are  given  the  option  to  take  the  road,  its  franchises,  &c.,  under 
the  agreed  decree  in  the  case  referred  to,  should,  if  they  do  exercise 
the  option,  have  the  benefit  of  the  assignment  mentioned  in  the 
event  supposed.  To  this  extent  I add  my  signature  to  those  of  my 
colleagues. 

W.  F.  COOPER. 

The  bill  then  passed  third  reading. 


Yeas 14 

Nays 7 


Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative  are: 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Hawes,  Hughes,  McConnell, 
Merritt,  Pope,  Porter,  Ridley,  Staley,  Tharpe,  Tolley,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  Vaughn. 

Senators  voting  in  the  negative  are : 

Messrs.  Brandon,  DuBose,  Earnest,  Gibson,  Patterson,  Warren 
and  Young. 


HOUSE  AMENDMENTS. 

Plouse  amendments  to  Senate  Bill  No.  25,  To  amend  an  Act  to 
fix  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts, 

Was  concurred  in. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE. 

Messrs.  Gibson  and  Merritt  were  appointed  a Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  House  Bill 
No.  7,  To’provide  for  publishing  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

SIGNED. 

The  Speaker  in  open  session  signed  House  Bill  No  25  and  Senate 
Bills  Nos.  17  and  19. 


REPORTS. 


From  the  Committee  of  Conference  on  House  Bill  No.  7 : 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  on  House  Bill  No.  7, 
I report  that  said  Committee  have  unanimously  agreed  to  recom- 
mend to  their  respective  Houses  to  amend  the  Senate  amendment  as 
follows : 

Insert  the  word  competent  between  the  words  “ responsible  ” and 
“ bidder,”  and  in  the  Senate  amendment  amend  by  adding  to  said 
amendment : 

“ Provided  the  Public  Printers  for  the  State  shall  have  preference 
in  letting  out  the  publication  of  the  reports,  when  their  bids  are  not 
higher  than  those  of  others. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Executive  Department,  1 
Nashville,  March  30,  1872.  J 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate: 

The  following  appointments  have  been  made  by  me  subject  to  the 
action  of  the  Senate : 

Samuel  M.  Murphy,  of  Davidson  county,  Inspector  Tennessee 
Penitentiary,  vice  Daniel  F.  Carter,  declined  to  qualify. 

A.  Frierson,  Bedford  county,  State  Director  in  the  Nashville  and 
Chattanooga  Railroad  Company,  vice  T.  H.  Coldwell,  term  expired. 

W.  R.  Butler,  Rutherford  county,  Director  in  the  Nashville  and 
Chattanooga  Railroad  Company,  vice  Wm,  Bosson,  term  expired. 

Respectfully,  JOHN  C.  BROWN, 

Governor . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warren,  the  nominations  were  confirmed. 

Executive  Office, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  22,  1872. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  :* 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  House  Joint  Resolution, 
adopted  December  9th,  1871,  I have  forwarded  to  the  President  of 
each  railroad  company  in  the  State  a copy  of  said  resolution,  to- 
gether with  a request  that  its  suggestions  be  complied  with.  Favor- 
able responses  have  in  each  instance  been  transmitted  to  this  office, 
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and  the  same  are  herewith  presented  to  the  General  Assembly.  I 
have  also  notified  the  President  of  the  East  Tennessee  University 
of  said  responses.  Respectfully, 

JNO.  C.  BROWN,  Governor . 

1 On  motion  of  Mr.  DuBose,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday, 
at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 


MONDAY,  APRIL  1,  1872. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  Vaughn 
in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  announced  a quorum  present,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills : 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report 
that  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  14,  and  Senate  Resolutions  No.  10 
and  11,  and  Senate  Bill  No.  25,  are  all  correctly  enrolled ; and  that 
on  March  30th,  Senate  Resolutions  No.  5,  9,  11  and  13,  and  Senate 
Bill  No.  1 were  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  transmitting  House  Bills  Nos.  7,  16,  36,  37,  38,  45 
and  48,  and  House  Joint  Resolutions  Nos.  10,  17,  24,  25,  30,31,33, 
34  and  38  for  signature. 


SIGNED. 

The  Speaker  in  open  session  signed  the  above  bills  and  resolu- 
tions. 
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HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  returning  Senate  Bill  No.  25  and  Senate  Joint  Resolu- 
tion No.  14,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report  that 
Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  14,  and  Senate  Bill  JNo.  25,  have  been 
presented  to  the  Governor  for  his  signature,  this  April  1st,  1872. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

governor’s  message. 

A message  was  received  from  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  re- 
turning Senate  Bills  Nos.  17,  19  and  25,  and  Senate  Joint  Resolu- 
tion No.  14,  approved. 


REPORTS. 

From  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills : 

Mr.  Speaker  : 

I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  report 
that  Senate  Resolutions  Nos.  10  and  11,  Senate  Joint  Resolutions 
No.  14,  and  Senate  Bills  Nos.  17,  19  and  25,  have  been,  this 
April  1st,  1872,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

GIBSON,  Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

By  Mr.  Coulter:  Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  12,  Complimen- 

tary to  the  Officers  of  the  Senate,  was  unanimously  concurred  in. 

HOUSE  MESSAGE. 

A message  was  received  from  the  House,  through  Mr.  Brown, 
their  Clerk,  informing  the  Senate  that  the  House  was  ready  to  ad- 
journ sine  die. 

After  parting  speeches  by  several  Senators,  and  a valedictory  by 
the  Speaker,  at  12  o’clock,  m.,  the  Speaker  declared  the  Senate  ad< 
journed  sine  die. 

JOHN  C.  VAUGHN, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

GEO.  A.  HOWARD,  Clerk. 
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MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR, 

TO  THE 

CALLED  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRTY- SEVENTH  GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TENNESSEE. 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICE, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  12,  1872. 


Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee : 

The  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  approved  the  2d 
day  of  February,  1872,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted, 
having  provided  for  nine  Representatives  from  Tennessee,  I feel  it 
my  duty,  in  obedience  to  the  generally  expressed  sentiment  of  the 
State,  to  call  you  in  extraordinary  session,  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  9 of  Article  III,  of  the  Constitution  of  Tennessee,  for  the 
primary  object  of  re- districting  the  State.  This  action  is  rendered 
especially  necessary  before  the  next  regular  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  inasmuch  as  Representatives,  under  the  new  apportion- 
ment, will  be  elected  before  that  time. 

You.will  perceive  by  an  examination  of  the  statistics  that  the  in- 
crease of  population  in  the  several  districts  since  the  apportionment 
under  the  eighth  census,  has  been  strikingly  unequal.  The  annexed 
table  will  show  the  relative  per  centage  of  increase,  as  well  as  the 
population  of  the  several  districts,  under  the  eighth  and  ninth 
census  respectively : 
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Dis- 

trict. 

Census  of 
1870. 

Census  of  ' 
1860. 

T | 
Increase. 

Increase^er 

cent. 

1 

142,800 

129,900 

12,900 

10 

per 

cent. 

2 

141,900 

132,200 

9,700 

7J 

u 

u 

3 

143,300 

136,400 

6,900 

5 

a 

u 

4 

169,700 

145,700 

24,000 

16| 

(( 

<{ 

5 

160,300 

141,200 

19,100 

13J 

.( 

u 

6 

147,300 

115,200 

32,100 

28 

u 

u 

7 

148,400 

130,000 

18,400 

14 

(< 

(( 

8 

196,300 

156,100 

40,200 

25  8-10 

(( 

Thus,  while  in  the  third  district  the  increase  is  only  five  per 
cent,  in  the  sixth  it  is  twenty-eight  per  cent.;  in  the  second  it  is 
only  seven  and  one-third  per  cent.,  while  in  the  eighth  it  is  twenty- 
five  and  eight-tenths  per  cent.  And  the  population  of  the  eighth 
district  is  now  54,400  greater  than  it  is  in  the  second  district,  and 
49.000  greater  than  in  the  sixth. 

The  poulation  of  Tennessee,  according  to  the  ninth  census,  is  one 
million  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty.  The  accompanying  table  will  show  the  population  by 
counties,  according  to  the  report  of  the  ninth  census  of  the  United 
States. 


REPRESENTATIVE  POPULATION. 


Counties. 

* 

u.  s.  c 

—187 
Tot’1  Pop. 

Census, 

0.— 

V oters. 

Anderson 

8,704 

1,184 

Bedford 

24,333 

4,883 

Benton - 

8,234 

1,548 

Bledsoe 

4,870 

11,652 

933 

Brndlev \ 

1,300 

Blount 

14,237 

2,829 

Camnbell 

7,445 

10,502 

1,386 

2,047 

Cannon 

Carroll 

19,447 

3,919 

Carter 

7,909 

1,610 

Cheatham 

6,678 

1,380 

Clniborne 

9^321 

1,716 

Clay 
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REPRESENTATIVE  POPULATION.—  Continued . 


COUNTIES. 


Cocke 

Coffee 

Cumberland 

Davidson 

Decatur 

DeKalb 

Dickson 

Dyer 

Fayette 

Feu  tress 

Franklin 

Gibson 

Giles. 

Greene 

Grainger 

Grundy 

Hancock 

Hamilton 

Hamblen 

Hardeman.. 

Hardin 

Hawkins 

Haywood.... 

Henry 

Henderson... 

Hickman 

Houston 

Humphreys. 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

James 

Johnson 

Knox...... .. 

Lake 

Lauderdale.. 

Lawrence..., 

Lewis 

Lincoln 

Loudon 

Macon 


U.  S.  Census. 
—1870.— 


Totff  Pop. 

V oters. 

12,458 

2,214 

10,247 

2,087 

3,461 

660 

62,897 

14,156 

7,772 

1,428 

11,425 

2,148 

9,340 

2,035 

13,706 

2,748 

26,145 

5,821 

4,717 

855 

14,970 

2,921 

25,666 

5,515 

32,416 

6,596 

21,668 

4,289 

12,421 

2,382 

3,250 

661 

7,148 

1,123 

17,241 

3,894 

18,074 

3,786 

11,768 

2,189 

15,837 

2,925 

25,094 

5,313 

20,380 

4,118 

14,217 

2,566 

9,856 

1,903 

9,326 

1,875 

12,583 

2,312 

19,476 

3,808 

5,852 

1,065 

28,990 

6,002 

2,428 

575 

10,838 

2,287 

7,601 

1,440 

1,986 

350 

28,050 

5,475 

6,633 

1,329 
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REPRESENTATIVE  POPULATION.— Continued. 


COUNTIES. 


Madison 

Marshall 

McMinn 

McNairy 

Marion 

Maury 

Meigs 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Morgan. 

Obion 

Overton 

Perry  

Polk 

Putnam 

Rhea 

Roane 

Robertson 

Rutherford... 

Scott 

Sequatchie... 

Sevier 

Shelby 

Smith 

Sullivan 

Stewart 

Sumner 

Tipton 

Trousdale 

Union 

Van  Buren... 

Warren 

Washington.. 

Wayne 

Weakley 

White 

Williamson... 
Wilson 


U.  S.  Census, 
—1870.— 


Tot’l  Pop. 

V oters. 

23,480 

5,682 

16,207 

3,398 

13,969 

2,711 

12,726 

2,491 

6,841 

1,351 

36,289 

7,341 

4,511 

872 

12,589 

2,467 

24,474 

5,391 

2,969 

590 

15,584 

3,223 

11,297 

2,092 

6,925 

1,271 

7,369 

1,330 

8,698 

1,584 

5,538 

1,073 

15,622 

3,062 

16,166 

3,432 

33,289 

6,927 

4,054 

716 

2,335 

454 

11,028 

1,946 

76,378 

20,399 

15,994 

3,177 

13,136 

2,735 

12,019 

2,671 

23,711 

5,053 

14,884 

3,295 

7,605 

1,415 

2,725 

501 

12,714 

2,475 

16,317 

3,240 

10,209 

1,944 

20,755 

4,260 

9,355 

1,722 

25,328 

5,318 

25,881 

5,529 

1,258,520 

258,093 

Total 
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The  ratio  of  representation  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  seventy  six,  leaving  in  Tennessee  a fraction 
of  forty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-six,  after  giving  her 
nine  representatives. 

An  exact  distribution  of  the  population  between  the  nine  districts 
would  give  to  each  district  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  which  would  more  equitably  than  any 
other  mode  distribute  the  representation,  and,  perhaps,  more  strictly 
conform  to  the  act  of  Congress. 

Should  the  fraction  in  favor  of  Tennessee  become  entitled  to 
representation  under  the  provisions  of  a supplemental  act,  now 
pending,  such  additional  member  will  doubtless  be  chosen  by  gen- 
eral ticket. 

The  question  is  before  you,  and  the  responsibility  it  involves  will 
doubtless  be  met  with  a just  sense  of  your  duty  to  the  people  of 
the  State. 

The  universally  conceded  necessity  for  this  session,  for  the  pur- 
poses already  indicated,  has,  since  your  adjournment  in  December, 
created  in  the  public  mind  a settled  conviction  that  you  would  be 
called  together  before  the  next  regular  session.  This  has  induced  a 
multiplicity  of  applications  for  legislation  of  a public,  private  and 
local  nature.  Petitions  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Executive 
office,  representing  the  necessity  of  a change  of  county  lines  in 
some  localities ; a change  of  the  law  authorizing  the  creation  and 
modification  of  charters  of  incorporation ; to  meet  the  wants,  real 
or  imaginary,  of  specific  municipal  or  private  corporations ; as  well 
as  many  other  changes  in  the  law  of  a kindred  character. 

Believing  as  I did,  that  within  the  constitutional  limit  of  twenty 
days,  the  presentation  of  these  varied  subjects  might  not  only  de«* 
feat  the  very  object  of  all  the  session,  but  could  not  result  in  the 
accomplishment  of  so  much  business,  I wras  embarrassed  in  a just 
discrimination  among  these  applications. 

There  are  some  questions,  however,  presented  in  the  proclamation, 
which  I hope  will  attract  your  attention,  as  next  in  importance  to 
redistricting  the  State.  These  I will  briefly  enumerate. 

The  act  passed  6th  December,  1871,  during  your  regular  session, 
entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  which  have  been 
sold  for  taxes  due  the  State,  and  bought  in  by  the  Collectors  of 
Revenue,”  provides  that  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a Commissioner 
for  each  county  in  the  State,  whose  duty  it  is  to  sell  all  the  lands  in 
his  county  heretofore  sold  for  taxes  due  the  State,  which  were 
bought  in  by  the  Collector  of  Revenue,  and  not  redeemed  by  the 
owner  or  claimant.  These  Commissioners  are  required  to  execute 
bond  “ in  the  sum  of  double  the  amonnt  of  taxes  bid  upon  lands 
in  their  respective  counties,”  and  the  Comptroller  is  required,  within 
sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  furnish  correct  descriptive 
lists  of  all  such  lands. 
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The  magnitude  ot  the  labor  imposed  by  this  act  upon  the 
Comptroller  was  not  appreciated  until  the  work  was  commenced. 
Tor  although  all  the  clerical  force  at  his  command  has  been  assidu- 
ously employed  in  transcribing  these  lists,  the  work  is  not  half 
completed. 

For  this,  among  other  reasons  hereinafter  stated,  I have  made  no 
appointments  of  Commissioners.  No  bond  could  be  taken  for  a 
given  county  until  the  list  for  that  county  was  transcribed,  sepa- 
rating the  redeemed  from  the  unredeemed  lands  and  the  amount 
unpaid  ascertained,  so  as  to  take  the  bond  “in  the  sum  of  double 
the  amount  of  taxes  bid  on  the  lands  and  unpaid.” 

After  examining  carefully  the  transcripts  of  the  records  of  sales 
of  lands  for  taxes  on  file  in  the  Comptroller’s  office,  grave  doubts 
were  entertained  whether  the  act  in  its  present  shape  could  be  made 
effective  or  productive  of  valuable  results  to  the  State. 

The  act  is  framed  upon  the  idea  that  these  sales  are  generally 
valid,  and  transferred  the  title  to  the  State.  If  this  theory  be  ten- 
able, the  act  in  this  respect  is  unexceptionable.  But  if  the  reverse 
be  true,  an  attempt  to  execute  it  by  the  appointment  of  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  advertisement  and  sale  by  them  of  the  lands  might 
entail  enormous  bills  of  cost  upon  the  State  without  corresponding 
benefit.  With  a view  to  bringing  the  question  before  you,  if 
deemed  advisable,  I consulted  the  Attorney  General  and  leading 
members  of  the  legal  profession  in  the  State,  some  of  them  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly,  who  had  given  the  subject  much 
thought,  and  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  was  that  if  the  sales 
were  not  valid,  and  such  as  would  pass  the  legal  title  to  the  State, 
or  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  that  the  act  was 
wholly  ineffective  for  the  desired  purposes.  It  is  not  believed  that 
many  of  the  sales  are  such  as  pass  the  legal  title.  But  the  taxes 
assessed  upon  the  lands  constitute  a lien  upon  them  that  can  be 
enforced  by  the  proper  methods. 

Another  serious  embarrassment  to  the  execution  of  the  act  arises 
out  of  the  fact  that  in  a large  majority  of  instances  the  taxes  due 
both  to  the  State  and  the  county  have  been  bid  by  the  Revenue 
Collectors  upon  the  lands,  and  in  those  counties  where  special  taxes 
were  levied  for  roads,  bridges  and  other  purposes,  these  taxes  have 
also  been  bid  together  with  the  State  taxes  upon  the  land  sold.  The 
act  of  1859-60,  chapter  16,  passed  March  8,  1860,  entitled  “An  act 
to  amend  the  law  regulating  redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes,” 
authorized  the  various  County  Courts  to  employ  agents  and  attor- 
neys to  bring  all  necessary  suits  either  in  law  or  equity,  in  the  name 
of  the  Treasurer  as  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  to  secure 
the  title  and  possession  of  lands  sold  for  taxes  and  purchased  by 
said  officer;  and  also  to  collect  all  unpaid  taxes  remaining  after  the 
settlements  of  Revenue  Collectors.  And  the  act  further  declares  that 
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its  provisions  extend  to  all  uncollected  taxes,  either  for  State,  county 
or  internal  improvement  purposes. 

Whether  the  act  of  Dec.  6,  1871,  repeals  any  part  of  this  act  be- 
cause of  its  conflicting  provisions,  there  would  certainly  arise  so 
much  confusion  and  unnecessary  cos's  in  the  attempt  to  execute 
both  acts,  that  they  should  be  harmonized  by  a repeal  of  one  of 
them,  or  by  blending  together  the  provisions  ot  both.  The 
act  of  1859-60  is  now  being  executed  in  several  counties,  including 
Davidson  and  Shelby,  under  the  apprehension  that  it  is  not  repealed 
either  by  the  act  of  December,  1871,  or  by  the  act  of  1869-70, 
chapter  50,  sections  1 and  2. 

I therefore  earnestly  recommend  a carefuL  examination  of  these 
acts,  and  that  you  so  modify  the  act  of  your  regular  session,  as  to 
make  it  most  effective  for  the,  objects,  intended  to  be  accomplished. 

And  in  this  same  connection,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  to  you, 
whether,  in  the  larger  counties  of  the  State,  one  Commissioner  can 
execute  the  act,  and  whether  a bond  in  double  the  amount  of  the 
unpaid  taxes  may  not,  in  some  instances,  be  oppressive ; if  other 
means  can  be  devised, do  protect  the  State — such,  for  example,  as 
frequent  settlements,  and  the  lodgment  with  some  officer  or  court 
of  the  State  of  power  to  increase  the  bond,  or  remove  the  officer  for 
failure  to  make  periodical  settlements  and  prompt  payments. 

I submit,  also,  to  you  whether  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  ap- 
point Commissioners  might  not  be  properly  conferred  upon  the  County 
Court,  or  with  some  other  local  tribunal. 

The  speedy  collection  and  prompt  payment  of  revenues  to  the 
State,  is  so  manifestly  essential  to  its  well  being  that  I need  only 
mention  the  subject  and  invoke  your  attention  to  it.  A large 
amount  of  real  estate  is  held  in  Tennessee  upon  speculation,  some 
of  it  in  large  bodies  of  five,  ten  or  twenty  thousand  acres.  Our 
laws  have  practically  protected  the  owners  in  holding  these  lands 
free  of  taxes.  It  has  ripened  into  a maxim  with  them  that  “ tax 
titles  arevoid  ” and  large  quantities  of  lands  are  held  generally  by 
men  of  wealth  that  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  have  paid  nothing  into 
the  treasury,  while  the  resident  producer,  the  tradesman,  mechanic 
and  other  industrial  pursuits  support  the  Government.  The  records 
in  the  Comptroller’s  office  will  verify  the  statement,  that  it  seldom 
occurs  that  the  agriculturist,  or  other  permanent  holder  of  real 
estate  permits  his  land  to  be  sold  for  taxes. 

The  remedies  will  at  once  suggest  themselves  to  you.  The  prac- 
tical results  of  the  act  of  your  regular  session,  authorizing  Revenue 
Collectors  to  receive  treasury  warrants  in  payment  of  taxes,  demon- 
strates the  necessity  either  of  protecting  the  Treasury  from  impo- 
sition against  the  obvious  objects  of  the  act,>or  of  authorizing  loans 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government. 

The  revenues  are  now  paid  almost  exclusively  in  notes  of  the 
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Bank  of  Tennessee  or  in  treasury  warrants.  While  the  party  to 
whom  warrants  are  issued,  and,  perhaps,  the  bona  fide  holder 
should  be  allowed  to  pay  them  in  discharge  of  his  taxes,  I submit 
whether  it  is  good  policy  to  permit  the  holder  of  warrants  to  collect 
them  from  the  Revenue  Collector  by  paying  the  taxes  of  other 
parties. 

And  it  is  also  submitted  to  your  consideration  whether  the  State 
Treasury  ought  not  to  be  protected  against  the  possibility  of  the 
purchase  of  warrants  by  Collectors  at  a discount  with  currency 
actually  collected  from  the  tax-payer. 

If  the  existing  laws  can  in  the  respects  mentioned,  and  otherwise, 
be  so  amended  as  to  insure  the  speedy  collection  and  prompt  pay- 
ment into  the  Treasury,  in  kind,  of  the  revenues,  the  floating  debt 
will  be  absorbed  at  an  early  day,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the 
State  placed  on  a solid  basis. 

THE  STATE  PRISON. 

The  report  of  the  late  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison 
was  not  printed  until  the  adjournment  of  your  regular  session ; on 
this  account  it  was  not  examined  by  your  committees.  It  is  due 
alike  to  the  State  and  to  the  Inspectors  that  there  should  be  a care- 
ful investigation  of  the  report,  and  a settlement  with  the  retiring 
Inspectors.  And  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  state  that  while 
the  report  in  question  assumes  that  the  profits  of  the  prison  during 
that  management  amounted  to  $94,406.41,  yet  the  books  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Treasurer  show  an  expenditure  by  the  State  on 
account  of  the  prison  of  $204,300.20  from  the  1st  of  January,  1870, 
to  the  1st  of  October,  1871,  a period  of  twenty-months.  No  part 
of  this  expenditure  is  included  in  the  report,  nor  has  any  part  of  it 
been  refunded  to  the  Treasury.  In  addition  to  this,  there  is  a 
balance  of  the  prison  debt  outstanding  and  unprovided  for,  (after 
the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  stock  and  materials 
to  the  lessees,)  of  about  $20,000.  This  must  be  speedily  provided 
for  by  the  State. 

The  act  passed  by  you  on  the  11th  day  of  December,  1871,  en- 
titled “An  act  for  the  more  efficient  management  of  the  State 
Prison,”  allows  the  Superintendent  the  use  of  v the  dwelling-house 
at  the  prison  for  his  residence.  The  salary  of  the  Warden  is  fixed 
at  $1,200,  and  he  is  provided  with  no  residence.  I respectfully 
recommend  that  the  dwelling-house  be  given  to  the  Warden,  and 
his  constant  residence  at  the  prison  be  required,  instead  of  the 
Superintendent,  and  that  suitable  compensation  be  allowed  the 
Superintendent  therefor.  The  constant  presence  of  the  Warden  is 
indispenasable  to  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  while  the  duties  of 
the  Superintendent  often  call  him  to  other  parts  of  the  State. 
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I also  recommend  that  you  provide  the  prison  with  an  Assistant 
Warden  or  a clerk.  The  large  number  of  prisoners,  amounting 
now  to  about  761,  require,  as  I think,  the  services  of  such  an 
officer. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  the  terms  of  the  lease  of  this  institution, 
ratified  by  you  on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1871,  have  been  com- 
plied with,  and  the  contract  promises  a complete  success  to  the 
State.  It  is  now  confidently  believed  that  the  State  Prison,  which 
has  cost  the  State  large  sums  of  money  every  year  except  one  or 
two  since  its  establishment,  will  not  only  be  self-sustaining  under 
this  lease,  but  will  yield  an  annual  revenue  to  the  State. 

DELINQUENT  RAIL  ROADS. 

The  Commissioners  for  the  sale  of  delinquent  railroads  have  not 
disposed  of  “ The  Tennessee  and  Pacific  Railroad,”  under  the  act 
passed  the  13th  day  of  December,  1871,  entitled  “An  act  to  amend 
an  act  passed  December  21,  1870,  entitled  ‘ an  act  to  amend  an  act 
passed  July  1,  1870,  for  the  sale  of  the  State’s  interest  in  delinquent 
railroads.’  ” 

The  construction  given  to  this  act  by  the  Commissioners  differed 
so  widely  from  that  placed  upon  it  by  the  Directors  and  Stock- 
holders of  the  road,  that  a sale  could  not  be  effected  without  doing 
violence,  as  the  Commissioners  believed,  to  the  obvious  intention  of 
the  framers  of  the  act.  The  Commissioners  proposed  to  ascertain 
the  proportion  of  the  debt  due  from  the  road  to  the  State,  as  indi- 
cated in  the  first  proviso  to  the  second  section  of  the  act,  and  accept 
that  amount,  together  with  the  excess  of  the  hypothecated  bonds, 
after  payment  of  the  debts  for  which  they  were  pledged,  in  full  dis- 
charge of  the  State’s  debt  against  said  road.  This  proposition  was 
refused,  both  by  the  officers  and  stockholders.  The  latter,  under 
this  construction  of  the  act,  declined  to  pay  into  the  Treasury  the 
excess  of  the  State  bonds  after  paying  the  debts  for  which  they 
were  hypothecated. 

The  Attorney  General  of  the  State  has  filed  a bill  in  the  Chan- 
cery Court  at  Nashville  to  recover  any  bonds  that  may  have  been 
illegally  issued,  or  held  by  said  company,  and  for  other  purposes. 
This  action  was  rendered  necessary  to  save  the  bar  of  ninety  days 
imposed  by  the  terms  of  the  act.  The  company  have  paid  neither 
principal,  interest,  nor  the  call  due  on  the  sinking  fund ; but  pre- 
ferred to  await  your  action  in  the  premises.  I have,  under  the 
advice  of  the 'Commissioners  and  the  Attorney  General,  deferred  the 
appointing  of  a Receiver  to  take  charge  of  the  road.  It  is  most 
desirable,  looking  both  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  the  stockholders 
and  the  country  through  which  this  road  is  located  and  projected, 
that  there  should  be  a speedy  and  economical  adjustment  of  the 
State’s  claim  thereon.  The  road  cannot  be  extended  until  this  claim 


12 


is  liquidated.  And  without  connections  its  earnings  can  pay  neither 
principal  nor  interest,  while  its  value  must  deteriorate  every  year. 

If  this  road  can  be  extended  upon  the  line  of -Its  original  pro- 
jection, the  advantages  resulting  to  the  State  from  the  development 
of  the  vast  region  of  her  territory  not  yet  penetrated  by  railroads 
or  other  facilities  for  reaching  the  markets  of  the  country,  would 
materially  compensate  for  much  of  the  inevitable  loss  incidental  to 
the  aid  heretofore  extended  to  this  enterprise. 

To  what  extent  the  State  can  submit  to  present  loss,  in  the  hope 
of  future  results,  is  a question  exclusively  for  your  determination. 
It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  you  may  reach  conclusions  that  will  adjust 
this  debt  without  further  delay,  and  in  such  a manner  as  to  promote 
rather  than  embarrass  the  extension  of  this  road. 

The  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  Company  was  the  pur- 
chaser, under  the  decree  of  the  Chancery  Court  at  Nashville,  of  the 
Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louisville  Railroad.  At  the  date  of  the 
sale,  one-half  of  the  purchase  was  discharged  in  State  bonds,  pur- 
suant to  contract,  and  the  residue  of  $850,000.00  is  not  yet  due.  Ry 
agreement,  it  was  not  to  be  paid  until  the  State  of  Tennessee  relieved 
the  road  of  a debt,  claimed  by  the  United  States  Government,  of 
$340,000.00,  with  interest  since  1865.  But  this  unpaid  balance 
against  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  Company  continued 
to  be,  and  is  yet,  a lien  upon  the  road.  The  debt  claimed  bv  the 
United  States  is  vet  unsettled.  The  Louisville  and  Nashville  Rail- 
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road  Company  are  now  anxious  to  pay  so  much  of  their  debt  as 
may  be  in  excess  of  the  debt  due  .to  the  United  States,  and  place 
bonds  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  in  some  depository,  to  be 
selected  by  both  parties,  until  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  can  be 
settled,  and  in  the  meantime  that  the  State  relinquish  her  lien  upon 
the  Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louisville  Railroad.  This  would 
enable  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  Company  to  use  this 
property  as  an  additional  basis  of  credit.  I see  no  objection  to 
granting  this  request,  and  recommend  such  legislation  as  may  be 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  desired  object. 

It  may  be  proper  for  you  to  declare  the  compensation  that  shall 
be  paid  to  the  three  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  to  sell  the 
delinquent  railroads,  as  well  as  the  fees  that  counsel,  employed  for 
the  same  purpose,  shall  receive.  And  I respectfully  suggest  that 
you  authorize  the  payment  of  any  salaries  yet  due  to  Receivers  of 
such  railroads  as  have  been  sold. 

The  Commissioners  may  desire  further  legislation  before  your 
session  closes.  If  so,  I will  oommunicate  their  suggestions  for  your 
action. 

CANCELLATION  OF  BONDS  AND  BANK  NOTES. 

Since  your  adjournment,  the  officers  designated  in  your  resolution 
of  date  the  15th  day  of  December,  1871,  to- wit : the  Governor, 
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Comptroller,  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  State,  have  concelled  the 
bonds  and  coupons  in  the  Comptroller’s  office.  They  solicited  Mr. 
Dempsy  Weaver  to  assist  them,  and  he  most  cheerfully  and  assidu- 
ously devoted  himself  to  that  labor  until  it  was  completed.  Capt. 
John  S.  Wilkes,  my  private  Secretary,  registered  the  bonds,  and 
has  made  out  the  report  in  detail,  in  the  manner  required  by  your 
resolution,  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  The  officers  respectfully 
request,  that  a committee  be  appointed,  charged  with  the  duty  of 
examining  the  report,  as  well  as  the  cancelled  bonds  and  coupons, 
during  your  present  session. 

The  recommendation  made  during  your  regular  session,  for  the 
cancellation  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  is  respectfully  renewed.  The  present  lav/  requires  them  to 
be  burned,  and  the  Treasurer  and  myself  have  taken  the  respon- 
sibility to  hold  all  the  bank  notes  received  since  the  middle  of 
December,  until  action  could  be  taken  by  you. 

AGENTS  TO  SETTLE  CLAIMS  WITH  THE  UNITED 

STATES. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  claims  that  the  State  of 
Tennessee  is  indebted  to  her  on  account  of  a~  bond  executed  for 
rolling  stock,  for  the  Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louisville  Railroad, 
in  the  sum  of  $340,000,  and  interest  for  about  seven  years,  and  in 
other  amounts,  on  account  of  purchases  made  for  other  roads  while 
in  the  hands  of  Receivers.  An  agent  appointed  by  the  first  named 
road,  has  filed  in  the  proper  Department  at  Washington,  offsets  to 
said  demand,  as  well  as  proof  tending  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the 
claim.  The  State  of  Tennessee  holds  a claim  against  the  United 
States  Government,  of  over  $600,000,  for  damages  done  to  the  Win- 
chester and  Alabama  Railroad.  When  the  last  mentioned  road  was 
sold  by  the  Commissioners,  this  claim  became  the  property  of,  and 
now  belongs  to  the  State. 

There  is  no  authority  under  existing  laws  for  the  appointment  of 
an-  agent  to  adjust  these  claims.  The  attorney  employed  by  the 
Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louisville  Railroad  Co.  cannot  make  a final 
settlement  with  the  departments,  because  not  accredited  by  this 
State.  I deem  it  important  that  a speedy  settlement  of  these  and 
all  other  claims  with  the  Government  be  made,  and  X respectfully 
request  legislation,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  agents  for  this 
purpose. 

REGISTERS  AND  ENTRY  TAKERS. 

The  officer  of  Entry  Taker  and  Register  for  the  Eastern  District, 
Western  District,  Ocoee  District  and  Middle  District  of  the  land 
districts  are  vacant,  and  should  be  filled  by  election  during  your 
sitting. 
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OMISSIONS  IN  ACTS  OF  THE  REGULAR  SESSION. 

The  act  providing  for  Senatorial  and  Representative  Districts, 
fails  to  prescribe  times  and  places  for  comparing  the  polls. 

The  act  creating  the  office  of  County  Judge  for  Carroll  County, 
does  not  provide  for  a court  or  a judge  until  the  next  regular  bien- 
nial election. 

The  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  as  assigned 
and  approved,  differs  from  the  act  as  passed,  in  prescribing  the  mode 
and  manner  of  admitting  patients.  This  was,  doubtless,  a clerical 
error  in  transcribing  or  enrolling. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  these  omissions  and  errors,  for  such 
corrections  as  you  may  deem  requisite  to  perfect  the  acts  in  these 
particulars.  , 

THE  COURTS. 

There  is  complaint  from  every  quarter  of  the  State  of  the  u law’s 
delay,”  based  chiefly  upon  the  fact,  that  the  dockets  of  the  courts  are 
over  crowded  with  causes.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  For,  although  the  judges  of  that  court  have  worked  inces- 
santly, and  performed  more  labor  that  the  country  should  demand, 
yet,  in  Middle  and  West  Tennessee,  the  rapid  accumulation  of  new 
business,  prevents  much  diminution  of  the  dockets.  The  accompa- 
nying communications  from  the  clerk  of  that  court,  in  the  respective 
Grand  Divisions  of  the  State,  will  give  you  a correct  idea  of  the 
condition  of  the  dockets,  and  the  labor  that  has  been  performed 
within  the  last  two  years.  That  some  relief  is  greatly  needed,  ad- 
mits of  no  doubt.  Much  of  the  business  now  on  the  dockets  must 
remain  undisposed  of  for  years,  unless  you  can  provide  some  other 
form  in  which  these  cases  can  be  disposed  of.  Several  remedies  are 
suggested,  and  while  none  of  them  are  free  from  objection,  yet,  it 
is  so  manifest  that  litigants  cannot  have  “ a speedy  trial,”  without 
additional  legislation,  it  is  most  earnestly  hoped  that  you  may  har- 
monize upon  the  least  objectionable  remedy  that  may  be  presented 
for  your  consideration. 

It  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  amend  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
providing  for  the  editing  and  publishing  of  the  current  reports  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  That  question  is  before  you. 

Your  attention  is  called  by  the  proclamation  convening  you,  to 
the  subject  of  republishing  the  former  Supreme  Court  reports  and 
the  revival  of  the  statutes.  These  questions  have  heretofore  had 
your  consideration,  and  in  opening  them  again,  I have  only  yielded 
to  numerous  petitions  from  the  bench,  the  bar,  and  the  press  of  the 
State.  You  can  make  such  disposition  of  them  as  you  may  deem 
best. 
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ARCHIVES  AND  PUBLIC  PROPERTY  AT  THE 

CAPITOL. 

Inconsiderable  expenditures  Lave  been  necessary  to  preserve  the 
archives  of  the  State,  and  further  expenditures  may  be  required, 
which  I hope  you  may  approbate  and  authorize. 

The  standards  o t weights  and  measures  furnished  to  the  State  by 
the  Lnited  States  Government  have  been  entirely  neglected  for 
several  years.  Although  they  cost  $25,000  or  $30,000,  they  have 
been  treated  as  part  of  the  rubbish  of  the  Capitol.  Under  the 
legislation  of  a former  session  the  room  that  had  been  set  apart  for 
them  at  the  Capitol  had  been  very  properly  devoted  to  other  uses. 
I found  all  the  standards,  scales  and  measures  in  a broken  and 
rapidly  decaying  condition  among  the  archives,  totally  useless  to  the 
State.  I have  taken  the  responsibility  of  having  one  of  the  trans- 
verse halls  of  the  capitol  inclosed  and  prepared  for  their  reception,  and 
have  had  them  removed  there.  They  are  now  being  repaired  and 
placed  in  a serviceable  condition.  The  salary  designed  by  law  for  the 
Keeper  of  Weights  and  Measures  is  being  expended  to  meet  these  ex- 
penditures, that  officer  not  having  been  appointed  by  me,  because  he 
could  perform  no  duty  until  the  standards  were  prepared.  All  of 
which  I hope  will  meet  your  approbation. 

There  is  a large  amount  of  property  in  the  basement  of  the 
Capitol,  wholly  useless  and  unserviceable  to  the  State,  and  of  little 
value,  as  well  as  a large  number1  of  Acts  and  Journals  of  previous 
sessions,  which  I recommend  shall  be  sold  by  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Capitol,  or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS. 

By  the  act  of  15th  of  December,  1871,  chapter  143,  cities  of 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants  and  upwards  are  authorized  to  issue 
bonds  for  municipal  purposes. 

The  authorities  of  many  towns  in  the  State,  whose  population 
falls  below  the  standard,  desire  the  act  amended  so  that  bonds  can 
be  issued  by  them  in  a limited  amount,  regardless  of  the  population, 
provided  a constitutional  vote  is  taken  to  authorize  it.  I com- 
mend the  subject  to  your  consideration. 

BOUNDARY  ELIN  BETWEEN  VIRGINIA  AND 

TENNESSEE. 

The  accompanying  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
together  with  a communication  from  His  Excellency,  the  Governor 
of  that  Commonwealth,  are  submitted  for  your  consideration  and 
action. 
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LOANS. 

It  is  believed  that  additional  loans  to  meet  the  balance  of  the 
debt  against  the  State  Prison  and  to  save  the  warrants  of  the  State, 
hypothecated  for  its  payment,  to  sustain  the  charitable  institutions  of 
the  State  and  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  will 
be  necessary.  Estimate^  will  be  furnished  by  the  proper  officers  and 
transmitted  to  you.  The  appropriation  heretofore  made  for  the 
Hospital  for  the  Insane,  and  to  the  Blind  and  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Schools,  are  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  sustain  these  institutions 
through  the  current  year,  if  the  warrants  could  be  promptly  paid 
at  the  Treasury.  That,  however,  cannot  be  done,  and  unless  pro- 
vision is  made  by  borrowing  money  to  pay  the  warrants  as  issued, 
they  must  be  said  at  a sacrifice,  and  thus  create  a deficiency  in  the 
appropriation. 

COMMON  SCHOOLS  AND  EDUCATION. 

Through  memorials  from  the  State  Teachers’  Association,  anti 
from  other  sources  entitled  to  high  consideration,  I was  solicited  to 
call  your  attention  specifically  to  the  importance  of  providing  for 
the  creation  of  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
No  desire  has  been  manifested  in  commmunication  with  the  Execu- 
tive Office  to  present  the  questions  of  schools  and  education  for 
your  consideration,  further  than  to  ask  the  creation  of  this  office 
and  provide  for  it  a proper  salary. 

I need  not  say  more  than  I have  heretofore'  done  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Its  importance  cannot  be  over-estimated,  and  I hope  you  will 
'not  fail  to  meet  the  questious  at  once  in  such  a manner  as  to  meet 
the  just  demands  of  the  country.  A report  will  be  submitted  to 
you  on  this  subject. 

Since  your  adjournment  Hon. -William  R.  Sevier  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  An  election  was  ordered  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and 
his  successor  has  been  elected  and  will  present  his  credentials.  The 
Hon.  J.  W.  G.  Jones,  of  the  same  House,  resigned  his  seat,  but  too 
late  to  order  an  election  in  time  to  fill  the  vacancy  before  this  ses- 
sion. The  Eton.  William  Moore,  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
tendered  his  resignation,  and  the  vavancy  has'been  filled. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  suggest,  that  in  such  legislation  as  may 
require  the  expenditure  of  money,  you  keep  constantly  in  view  the 
fact  that  the  Treasury  is  exhausted  and  the  revenues  assessed  will 
be  insufficient  to  meet  the  necessary  demands  of  the  Government. 

I herewith  transmit  my  proclamation  convening  you  in  extra 
session.  I trust  your  deliberations  may  be  harmonious  and  reach 
speedy  and  satisfactory  results. 

JOHN  C.  BROWN,  Governor ... 


PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 


Whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ap- 
proved February  2,  1872,  there  has  been  apportioned  to  the  State 
of  Tennessee  nine  Representatives  in  said  Congress ; and  whereas, 
it  is  proper,  before  the  next  Regular  Session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, that  the  State  should  be  re-districted  in  conformity  with  said 
Act  of  Congress ; and  whereas,  there  are  other  matters  of  public 
interest  which  require  legislation  : 

Now  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested, 
by  Section  9 of  Article  III,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  I, 
John  C.  Brown,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  do,  by  this 
Proclamation,  convene  the  General  Assembly  of  Tennessee,  in  Ex- 
traordinary Session,  in  the  Capitol  at  Nashville,  on  Tuesday,  the 
12th  day  of  March,  1872,  at  the  hour  of  12  o’clock  M.,  and  when 
assembled  they  will  enter  upon  the  following  legislative  business, 
to- wit : 

1st.  The  re-districting  of  the  State  into  nine  Congressional  Dis- 
tricts, in  conformity  with  the  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  approved  the  2nd  day  of  February,  1872,  entitled  “An  act 
for  the  Apportionment  of  Representatives  to  Congress,  among  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  Ninth  Census,”  and  such  other  leg- 
islation as  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  proper  representation  in 
Congress. 

2d.  To  so  amend,  alter  or  change  an  act  passed  the  6th  day  of 
December,  1871,  of  the  last  Regular  Session,  entitled  “An  act  to 
provide  for  the  sale  of  Lands  which  have  been  sold  for  Taxes  due 
the  State,  and  bought  in  by  the  Collector  of  Revenue,”  as  may  be 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  said  act,  and  promote  its  objects,  and  as 
will  insure  the  speedy  and  valid  sale  of  such  lands,  as  welFas  the 
collection  of  all  assessments  of  taxes  yet  due  the  State  and  counties, 
and  such  further  legislation  as  will  insure  the  more  prompt  and  effi- 
cient collection  of  the  Revenue. 

3rd.  To  have  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison 
examined,  and  to  provide  for  a settlement  with  the  Inspectors,  and 
to  provide  also  for  the  more  thorough  discipline  and  management 
of  the  Prison. 

4th.  To  give  such  instructions,  and  to  confer  such  powers  upon  the 
B— 3 
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Commissioners,  heretofore  appointed  to  sell  delinquent  Railrords,  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  a sale  of  the  State’s  interest  in  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Pacific  Railroad,  as  well  as  an  adjustment  with  the  purch- 
asers of  the  Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louisville  Railroad,  and  con- 
fer such  other  powers,  and  prescribe  such  other  duties,  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  by  amendments  or  modifications  of  existing 
Laws,  for  the  sale  of  delinquent  Railroads. 

5th.  To  receive,  and  pass  upon  the  report  of  the  officers  of  the 
State  Government,  appointed  to  cancel  State  Bonds  and  coupons, 
and  to  authorize  the  cancellation  of  other  securities  and  bank  notes. 

6th.  To  provide  for  the  appointment  of  agents,  to  adjust  claims 
between  the  State  and  United  States  Government. 

7th.  To  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  Registers  and  Entry- 
takers,  and  such  other  legislation  as  may  be  necessary,  in  relation 
to  the  land  offices,  and  their  books  and  papers. 

8th.  To  supply  defects  and  omissions  in  the  acts  of  the  regular 
session,  viz.:  The  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
so  far  as  it  prescribes  the  manner  of  admitting  patients;  The  act  to 
apportion  the  Senatorial  and  Representatives  Districts  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  so  as  to  prescribe  times  and  places  for  comparing  the 
polls  of  districts;  The  act  to  create  the  office  of  County  Judge  for 
Carroll  County,  so  as  to  provide  said  County  of  Carroll  with  a legal 
court,  until  the  next  regular  biennial  election. 

9th.  To  afford  relief  to  litigants,  and  to  the  country,  by  provid- 
ing proper  remedies  for  the  speedy  hearing  of  causes,  on  the  crowded 
dockets  of  the  courts,  and  especially  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  changing  existing  laws,  for  the  editing  and 
publishing  the  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court ; and  in  response  to 
petitions  from  the  Bench  and  Bar,  and  from  other  sources,  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  re-publishing  the  former  Supreme  Court  Re- 
ports, and  revisal  of  the  Statutes. 

10th.  To  appoint  Commissioners  to  settle  a question  of  Boundary, 
between  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Virginia. 

11th.  To  authorize  additional  loans  to  meet  current  expenses  in 
anticipation  of  the  Revenue  of  the  present  year. 

12th.  To  amend  the  laws  relating  to  Common  Schools  and  edu- 
cation in  such  manner  as  may  be  found  necessary. 

13th.  To  provide  for  the  preservation  of  the  Archives  and  Public 
Property  at  the  Capitol. 

14th.  To  consider  the  propriety  of  enlarging  the  powers  of 
municipal  corporations  to  issue  bonds. 

In  testimony  whereof , I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
great  seal  of  the  State  to  be  affixed , at  the  Executive  Depart- 
[l.  s.]  ment  at  Nashville , on  this  23rd  day  of  February,  1872. 

JNO.  C.  BROWN,  Governor . 

T.  H.  BUTLER,  Secretary  of  State . 
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CONGRESSIONAL  APPORTIONMENT, 


THE  LAW  FIXING  THE  NUMBER  OE  REPRESENTA- 
TIVES IN  CONGRESS  FROM  EACH  STATE. 

An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives  to  Congress,  among  the  several 

States  according  to  the  ninth  census. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives , of  the 
United  States-  of  America , in  Congress  assembled , That  from  and 
after  the  third  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three, 
the  House  of  Representatives  .shall  be  composed  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three  members,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  that  is  to  say  : 
To  the  State  of  Maine,  five;  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  two; 
to  the  State  of  Vermont,  two;  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
eleven  ; to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  two ; to  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, four ; to  the  State  of  New  York,  thirty  Two;  to  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  seven ; to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  twenty-six ; to 
the  State  of  Delaware,  one,;  to  the  State  of  Maryland  six;  to  the 
State  of  Virginia,  nine;  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  eight;  to 
to  ihe  State  of  South  Carolina,,  five ; to  the  State  of  Georgia,  nine; 
to  the  State  of  Alabama,  seven,;  to  the  State  of  Mississippi,  six;  to 
the  State  of  Louisiana/five;  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  twenty;  to  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  ten;  to  the  State  of /Tennessee,  nine;  to  the 
State  of  Indiana*  twelve ; ta  the  State  of  Illinois,  nineteen ; to  the 
State  of  Missouri,  thirteen;  to  the  State  of  .Arkansas,  four;  to  the 
State  of  Michigan,  nine ; to  the  State  of  Florida,  one ; to  the  State 
of  Texas,  six  ; to  the  State  of , Iowa,  nine  ; to  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin, eight ; to  the  State  of  California,  four ; to  the  State  of  Minne- 
sota, three;  to  the  State  of  Oregon,  one;  to,,  the  State  of  Kansas, 
three ; to  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  three ; to  the  State  of  Nevada, 
one;  To  the  State  of  Nebraska,  one:  Provided,  That  if,  after  such 

apportionment  shall  have  been  made,  any  new  State  shall  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,,  the  Representative  or  Representatives  of  such 
new  State  shall  be  additional  to  the  number  ©f  two  hundred  and 
eighty-three  herein  limited. 

Sec.  2.  That  in  each  State  entitled  sunder  this  law  to  more  than 
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one  Representative,  the  number  to  which  said  States  may  be  entitled 
in  the  Forty-third,  and  each  subsequent  Congress,  shall  be  elected 
by  districts  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  containing  as 
nearly  as  practicable  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants,  and  equal  in 
number  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  said  States  may 
be  entitled  in  Congress,  no  one  district  electing  more  than  one  Rep- 
resentative : Provided,  That  in  the  election  of  Representatives  to 
the  Forty-third  Congress  in  any  State  which  by  this  law  is  given  an 
increased  number  of  Representatives,  the  additional  Representative 
or  Representatives  allowed  to  such  State  may  be  elected  by  the  State 
at  large,  and  the  other  Representatives  to  which  the  State  is  entitled 
by  the  districts  as  now  prescribed  by  law  in  said  States,  unless  the 
Legislature  of  said  State  shall  otherwise  provide  before  the  time 
fixed  by  law  for  the  election  of  Representatives  therein. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  is  hereby  fixed 
and  established  as  the  day,  in  each  of  the  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  election  of  Representatives  and  Delegates 
to  the  Forty-fifth  Congress;  and  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first 
Monday  in  November,  in  the  second  year  thereafter,  is  hereby  fixed 
and  established  as  the  day  for  the  election,  in  each  of  said  States 
and  Territories,  of  Representatives  and  Delegates  to  the  Congress 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next  thereafter. 

Sec.  4.  That  if,  upon  trial,  there  shall  be  a failure  to  elect  a Rep- 
resentative or  Delegate  to  Congress  in  any  State,  District  or  Terri- 
tory, upon  the  day  hereby  fixed  and  established  for  such  election,  or  if, 
after  any  such  election,  a vacancy  shall  occur  in  any  such  State,  Dis- 
trict or  Territory,  from  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  an  election 
shall  be  held  to  fill  any  vacancy  caused  by  such  failure,  resignation, 
death,  or  otherwise,  at  such  time  as  is  or  may  be  provided  by  law 
for  filling  vacancies  in  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  the  same  may 
occur. 

Sec.  5.  That  no  State  shall  be  hereafter  admitted  to  the  Union 
without  having  the  necessary  population  to  entitle  it  to  at  least  one 
Representative  according  to  the  ratio  of  representation  fixed  by 
this  bill. 

Sec.  6.  That  should  any  State,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  deny 
or  abridge  the  right  of  any  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  that  State, 
being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to 
vote  at  any  election  named  in  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
article  fourteen,  section  two,  except  for  participation  in  the  rebellion 
or  other  crime,  the  number  of  Representatives  apportioned  in  this 
act  shall  be  reduced  in  the  proportion  which  the  number  of  such 
male  citizens  shall  have  to  the  whole  number  of  male  citizens 
twenty-one  years  of  age  in  such  State. 

Approved  Feb.  2,  1872.  - 
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To  the  Genaral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennesse  : 

As  the  subject  of  amending  the  Common  School  Laws  of  the  State 
is  included  among  matters  to  be  considered  during  the  present  extra 
session ; and  as  a Report  by  my  Assistant,  as  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  contains  facts  and  statistics  showing  the  present  con- 
dition of  Common  Schools  throughout  the  State,  I herewith  transmit 
it  for  your  consideration,  hoping  that  it  may  aid  you  in  arriving  at 
a just  conclusion  on  this  important  subject. 

The  facts  therein  presented,  showing  the  effects  of  a general  diffu- 
sion of  education  among  the  masses,  upon  the  productive  capacity 
of  the  country,  the  prevention  of  crime,  &c.,  and  the  apathy  of  the 
counties,  present  the  question  squarely  as  to  whether  it  is  not  the 
imperative  duty  of  your  honorable  body  at  this  session  to  impose  a 
specific  tax  for  School  purposes:  I earnestly  recommend  that  five 

thousand  copies  be  printed  and  distributed  throughout  the  State. 

Respectfully, 

W.  MORROW, 

Treas.  and  Sujpt.  Pub.  Inst.,  ex  officio. 
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EEPORT 


OF  THE 

ASSISTANT  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Nashville,  March  14,  1872. 

Sir: — Immediately  upon  my  appointment  as  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  on  the  22d  of  January  last,  a circular 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  County  Court  Clerks  of  the  ninety -two 
organized  counties  in  the  State,  propounding  certain  inquiries,  and 
requesting  that  answers  be  returned  within  ten  days.  Between  fifty 
and  sixty  counties  have  responded,  and  the  information  so  procured 
has  been  collated,  condensed  and  arranged  in  the  alphabetical  order 
of  the  counties,  all  of  which  has  been  appended  and  made  a part  of 
this  preliminary  Beport.  It  will  be  seen  that  less  than  thirty  coun- 
ties have  levied  a tax  for  schuol  purposes,  and  in  the  remainder  no 
action  whatever  has  been  taken  by  the  County  Courts.  The  infor- 
mation obtained  is  very  meager,  and  some  system  should  be  devised 
by  which  more  reliable  statistics  may  be  procured.  A very  few 
counties  have  schools  at  present  in  operation,  and  a degree  of  lan- 
guor and  inaction  prevails  throughout  the  State  that  bodes  anything 
else  but  good  to  our  educational  interests. 

The  law  requiring  the  County  Court,  in  case  a majority  of  the 
Justices  shall  refuse  to  levy  a tax,  to  order  an  election  to  ascertain 
the  wishes  of ‘a  majority  of  the  voters  in  the  county  has  in  many 
counties  remained  a dead  letter  upon  the  statute  book.  The  Magis- 
trates have,  in  many  cases,  assumed  the  responsibility  of  deciding 
the  question  themselves.  Unless  some  measure  can  be  devised  to 
compel  the  Magistrates  to  discharge  the  obligations  resting  upon 
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them  in  this  particular,  it  will  be  far  better  for  the  interests  of 
education  that  the  whole  law  be  repealed.  Executed  but  par- 
tially and  feebly,  as  it  is  at  present,  and  dependent  for  its 
efficiency  upon  the  personal,  feelings  of  the  Magistrates  of  each 
county,  there  can  be  no  permanency  in  the  schools,  and  but  little 
profit.  No  system  requiring  a series  of  years  to  perfect  and 
carry  out,  can  be  established.  Indeed,  while  the  county  system, 
if  adopted,  and  faithfully  administered  in  the  spirit  of  the  law, 
would  be  promotive  of  good  results,  still  the  want  of  unity  of 
aim  and  of  action  throughout  the  State,  which  can  only  be 
secured  by  having  a competent  head,  will  always  be  a drawback 
to  the  highest  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  our  public  schools.  In 
many  of  the  counties  where  a school-tax  has  been  levied,  Commis- 
sioners have  been  elected  who  are  opposed  to  any  system  of  public 
instruction,  and  feel  a greater  desire  to  make  public  schools  unpopu- 
lar by  making  them  inefficient  and  of  but  little  value,  than  to  see 
them  gaining  ground  and  winning  their  way  to  public  favor  by  edu- 
cating, elevating  and  refining  the  public  heart  and  mind.  In  neigh- 
borhoods where  a high  order  of  intelligence  prevails,  and  where  a 
decided,  interest  has  been  manifested  by  the  best  citizens,  good 
schools  exist  under  the  county  system.  On  the  other  hand,  where 
these  conditions  do  not  exist,  free  schools  of  the  most  worthless  char- 
acter are  kept  up  a few  weeks  in  the  year,  and  taught  by  men  whose 
chief  distinction  and  fitness  for  the  position  lies  in- the  severity  and 
cruelty  of  their  discipline,  and  their  adhesion  to  text-books  used 
half  a century  ago.  In  many  cases  these  men  have  been  employed 
by  the  Commissioners  without  examination  ; for  men  who  are  quali- 
fied to  conduct  such  examinations  are  unwilling  to  act  as  Commis- 
sioners, and  devote  their  time  and  energies  to  schools  so  ephemeral 
in  their  character  and  so  unproductive  of  benefits  to  the  commu- 
nity. 

My  observations  and  the  information  I have  been  able  to  gather 
since  entering  upon  my  present  duties  have  convinced  me  of  the 

V 

necessity  of  having  some  central  head  in  the  State,  whose  whole 
time  shall  be  devoted  to  the  supervision  of  schools  already  in  opera- 
tion and  to  the  creation  of  a sentiment  in  ffivor  of  public  education 
throughout  the  State.  In  this  manner  there  can  be  collected  and 
published  that  statistical  information  which  the  experience  of  every 
State,  where  a system  of  public  instruction  has  been  successfully 
inaugurated,  shows  to  be  a necessity  in  order  to  ensure  the  greatest 
improvement  in  the  system  and  a harmonious  working  of  the  whole. 
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Some  public  record  should  be  made  in  order  that  the  schools  in  one 
county  may  be  compared  and  contrasted  with  those  of  another,  and 
so  beget  a healthy  spirit  of  emulation  which  contributes  so  much  to 
elevate  the  standard  of  excellence  in  every  vocation  of  life. 

It  is  a painful  distinction  to  a State  whose  sons  heretofore  have 
been  distinguished  for  their  valor  and  whose  daughters  have  been 
noted  for  their  accomplishments,  to  be  classed  second  in  illiteracy. 
It  suggests  retrenchment  in  a manner  that  we  are  least  able  to  afford. 
Ignorance  since  the  world  begun  is  the  parent  of  crime.  Darkness 
of  intellect  and  moral  turpitude  usually  go  hand  in  hand.  It  is  surely 
bad  policy  to  destroy  the  means  that  lead  to  social  elevation,  if  by  so 
doing  crime  and  vice  are  multiplied  and  encouraged.  Vice  is  conta- 
gious. It  infects  the  atmosphere  of  the  ignorant ; it  lies  in  the 
haunts  of  the  untutored  ; it  lingers  by  the  side  of  stupidity ; it  mates 
with  prejudice;  it  consorts  with  passion,  error  and  superstition,  and 
finds  its  safest  lurking  place  in  the  dens  of  the  illiterate.  Thrift, 
peace,  plenty,  honesty,  and  good  morals  are  to  be  found  usually  in 
the  abodes  of  intelligence.  They  keep  pace  with  it.  In  Iceland, 
Norway,  Sweeden,  Denmark,  Holland,  Belgium,  and  most  of  the 
German  States  where  good  schools  are  maintained,  pauperism  and 
crime  have  rapidly  decreased,  while  in  England  where  the  common 
people  are  less  educated  than  those  of  any  Protestant  country, 
pauperism  has  become  an  evil  so  monstrous  that  her  wisest  statesmen 
stand  appalled  at  it.  The  statistics  of  crime  in  that  country  are  so 
enormous  and  alarming  that  Mr.  Forster,  a member  of  Parliament, 
introduced  and  carried  through  a bill,  in  the  year  1870,  to  secure 
school  districts  all  over  the  country.  Provision  is  now  made  for  the 
education  of  every  child  in  England  and  Wales.  It  was  insisted  by 
the  friends  of  the  bill  that  the  extension  of  the  franchise  demanded 
increased  facilities  for  education  in  order  to  insure  the  country 
against  the  corrupting  influences  of  ignorant  voters. 

I have  referred  to  this  because  our  State  is  in  the  same  condition. 
During  the  last  decade  the  franchise  has  been  extended  to  50,000 
ignorant  voters,  whose  obligations  to  society  cannot  be  known  unless 
society  provides  for  their  instruction.  It  is  better  to  make  them 
intelligent  voters  and  laborers  than  to  support  them  in  our  jails  and 
penitentiaries.*  It  is  better  to  educate  them  than  to  give  insecurity 
to  property  by  suffering  them  to  remain  in  ignorance  and  vice 
They  are  ductile  material  in  the  hands  of  designing  men. 

There  are  occasions  in  the  history  of  every  State  when  its  adver- 
sity or  prosperity  depends  upon  the  direction  given  by  the  ruling 
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power.  If  that  power  is  ignorance  or  superstition,  there  will  be  no 
abilty  to  improve  its  fortunes  or  to  preserve  its  excellence.  A dema- 
gogue prefers  ignorance  because  it  guarantees  his  advance ; he  de- 
spises intelligence  because  it  destroys  his  occupation  and  influence. 
From  such  a class  of  politicians  nothing  can  be  expected  to  advance 
the  cause  of  education  and  improvement.  They  are  the  owls  of 
society  who  work  in  darkness  and  obscurity,  feast  upon  error  and 
ignorance,  and  take  their  flight  when  the  sunlight  of  knowledge  and 
intelligence  bursts  upon  them.  “ The  greatest  despotism  on  earth,’ 
says  DeTocqueville,  “is  an  excited  untaught  public  sentiment,  and 
we  should  hate  not  only  despots,  but  despotism.”  What  has  Tennes- 
see lost  already  by  her  ignorant  voters  and  corrupt  politicians?  She 
has  contracted  debts,  without  any  corresponding  benefit,  amounting 
to  millions.  The  old  method  of  robbery  has  ceased.  It  is  not  now 
u Your  money  or  your  life !”  but  “ Place  me  in  power.”  “ Supply  me 
with  opportunities  by  giving  me  your  vote,  and  I will  make  the  rich 
men  howl!”  All  the  evil  passions  are  appealed  to.  The  untutored 
mind  having  an  imperfect  conception  of  right  is  worked  upon  until 
crime  is  committed,  and  society  must  pay  for  the  punishment  of  the 
criminal.  Public  opinion  must  be  enlightened  where  the  structure 
of  government  gives  power  to  public  opinion,  or  else  the  State  is 
constantly  in  danger.  It  slumbers,  as  it  were,  upon  a volcano.  There 
is  no  security  in  such  State  for  property  but  in  bolts  and  bars;  there 
is  no  security  for  life  but  in  the  hangman’s  gallows. 

It  would  seem,  without  argument,  to  be  a self-evident  proposition 
that  as  the  punishment  of  crime  belongs  to  society  as  a whole,  so 
the  restraint  and  prevention  of  crime  belong  also  to  society,  and 
that  whatever  the  experience  of  mankind  shows  to  be  effective  in 
restraining  crime  and  securing  property  and  life  should  be  adopted 
by  society  to  effect  that  end.  Precisely  the  same  course  of  reason  - 
ing would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a system  of  public  schools, 
that  would  lead  to  the  erection  of  jails  and  penitentiaries.  In  truth 
the  reason  is  greater  for  the  establishment  of  schools,  for  the  sta- 
tistics of  every  State  show  that  “ the  ratio  of  uneducated  criminals  to 
the  whole  number  of  uneducated  persons  is  twenty  times  as  great  as 
the  ratio  of  educated  criminals  to  the  whole  number  of  educated 
inhabitants.”  In  the  State  of  New  York  in  the  year  1841,  it  was 
twenty-eight  times  as  great.  The  average  per  cent,  of  the  State 
prison  population  in  1864  that  could  not  read  was  32.  There  were 
2400  belonging  to  that  population,  and  they  showed  eleven  times 
more  ignorance  than  the  population  outside,  because  it  was  ascer- 
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tained  that  only  three  per  cent,  of  the  non-prison  population  could 
not  read. 

In  the  Auburn  prison  out  of  244  inmates  only  39  could  read  and 
write.  In  the  Sing  Sing  prison  not  five  per  cent,  could  write  a legible 
hand,  and  not  two  per  cent,  could  write  a correct  English  sentence. 
Out  of  700  in  prison  at  one  time  only  3 were  liberally  educated. 

In  1840,  in  twenty  counties  in  England  and  Wales  with  a popula- 
tion of  8,724,338,  only  59  educated  persons  were  convicted  of  crime. 
In  thirty-two  other  counties,  with  a population  of  7,182,491,  not  one 
educated  person  was  convicted.  On  the  other  hand,  out  of  a popu- 
lation of  59,123  apprehended  by  the  officers  of  the  law  in  1845, 
15,263  could  neither  read  nor  write,  and  39,659  could  barely  read. 

In  the  four  best-taught  counties  in  England  there  was  one  convic- 
tion for  every  1,108  persons.  In  the  four  worst-taught,  there  was 
one  for  every  550  inhabitants.  In  the  four  best-taught  counties 
there  was  one  school  to  every  700  inhabitants.  In  the  four  worst- 
taught,  there  was  one  school  for  every  1,501  inhabitants  ; from  which 
it  is  seen  that  crime  was  in  almost  exactly  the  reverse  ratio  to  the 
amount  of  instruction  received. 

Out  of  252,544  persons  convicted  in  England  and  Wales  for  a 
series  of  years,  229,300,  or  more  than  90  per  cent,  were  uneducated, 
and  only  1,085  less  than  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  were  well  edu- 
cated. 

It  is  asserted  by  a writer  in  the  Princeton  Review  for  January, 
1871,  that  97  per  cent,  of  the  non-prison  population  in  New  York 
in  1864,  could  read  ; in  the  same  year  only  68  per  cent,  of  the 
prison-population  could  read.  Knowing  how  to  read  is  two- 
thirds  as  favorable  to  honesty  as  not  knowing.  The  same  writer 
says  that  67  per  cent,  out  of  2,120  criminals  in  the  Ohio  Peni- 
tentiary were  uneducated,  that  is,  men  who  could  barely  read,  or 
who  could  merely  scratch  their  names : 14  per  cent,  did  not  know 
their  letters,  and  74  per  cent,  had  never  learned  a trade.  Here  were 
81  per  cent,  ignorant  of  books.  Mr.  Kay,  an  English  statesman, 
places  the  rate  among  the  convicts  of  England  as  high  as  95  per 
cent.,  and  not  one  criminal  in  two  hundred,  deserves  to  be  called 
educated.  The  Hon.  John  Eaton,  Commissioner  of  Education,  in 
his  report  for  the  year  1871,  advanced  sheets  of  which  he  furnished 
me  says  there  were  17,000  persons  reported  in  the  prisons  of  the 
United  States  in  1866.  Of  the  crime  committed  in  New  England, 
at  least  80  per  cent,  is  done  by  those  who  have  no  elementary  instruc- 
tion. All  the  crime  committed  in  the  United  States  is  done  by  from 
B— 5 


30 


3 to  7 per  cent,  of  the  population,  and  less  than  one-fifth  of  one  per 
cent,  is  committed  by  persons  of  education. 

But  why  multiply  examples?  If  any  truth  can  be  deduced  from 
an  accumulation  of  facts,  surely  enough  have  been  gathered  to  jus- 
tify the  conclusion  that  education  diminishes  crime,  improves  the 
public  morals,  elevates  the  public  sentiment,  and  adds  to  the  public 
prosperity.  The  amount  paid  for  education  is  so  much  saved  from 
the  amount  that  would  be,  without  education,  necessary  to  suppress 
crime,  or  punish  a criminal.  In  an  economical  point  of  view  it  is 
cheaper  to  educate  a man  than  punish  him.  Is  it  more  in  conso- 
nance with  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Tennessee  to  do  the  last 
than  to  provide  for  the  first?  It  is  known  as  well  as  any  fact  that 
education  and  crime  are  antagonistic.  Why  encourage  the  last  and 
discourage  the  first?  Why  build  penitentiaries  and  jails,  and  not 
school-houses?  It  is  known  that  education  dimishes  crime.  It  is 
not  known  that  penitentiaries  reform  criminals.  Where  is  the  profit 
to  a State  or  county  to’Tose  a good  citizen  and  support  a villain  ? 

But  a few  words  about  our  own  State  prison.  There  are  now 
undergoing  punishment  768  persons  convicted  of  crimes  ranging 
from  petty  larceny  to  cold  blooded  murder. 

In  reply  to  my  inquiry  as  to  the  relative  number  of  educated  and 
uneducated  now  in  the  prison,  the  present  efficient  Superintendent 
says: 


Superintendent’s  Office  Tennessee  Penitentiary,  | 

March  11,  1872.  j 

J.  B.  Killebrew,  Esq.  : 

Sir: — Of  the  768  convicts  now  confined  in  the  Penitentiary 
of  the  State  there  are, 

Whites — Educated  97;  No  education  126;  Total  223. 
Colored  £<  3;  “ “ 542;  “ 545. 

100  fifi8  768 

Of  the  whites  reported  “ educated,”  perhaps  one-half  only  read 
and  write  ; about  five  of  the  number  have  been  liberally  educated. 
The  three  colored  reported  educated,  only  read  and  write. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

JOEL  A.  BATTLE, 

Supt.  of  Prison. 

It  has  taxed  the  best  intellect  in  the  State  to  devise  a plan  by 
which  these  criminals  may  be  rendered  self-supporting.  They  are 
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said  now  to  be  so.  Grant  that  it  is  so  ; and  that  they  make  an 
amount  sufficient  over  and  above  their  support,  to  pay  the  interest 
on  the  money  invested  in  buildings,  &c.,  necessary  to  secure  their 
confinement.  Still  the  question  arises,  How  much  does  the  State 
lose  by  768  productive  laborers  being  rendered  unproductive?  it 
loses  according  to  the  estimation  of  the  best  publicists  $40  for  each 
man  annually.  This  sum  would  educate  in  public  schools  six  times 
the  number  of  inmates.  Suppose  one-half  could  by  education  have 
been  prevented  from  committing  crime  (and  the  statistics  from  every 
country  renders  such  a conjecture  probable)  then  the  State  has 
thrown  away  enough  to  educate  just  three  times  as  many  as  are  in 
confinement.  It  has  done  more.  It  has  exchanged  for  each  one  of 
those  that  might  have  been  made  a good  citizen,  with  all  the  wealth 
and  knowledge  which  such  an  one  might  have  accumulated,  an  ig- 
norant, vicious  villain,  a blight  on  thelState  and  a disgrace  to  its 
civilization. 

The  Board  of  Inspectors,  in  their  report  to  the  Governor,  em- 
bracing a period  from  MaTch  1,  1870,  to  September  1,  1871,  say  that 
the  increase  in  crime  and  in  the  number  of  convicts  in  cur  State 
is  very  perceptible;  and  that  the  subject  of  how  to  apply  prison 
labor  is  one  for  the  most  serious  consideration.  They  ascribe  this 
increase  of  crime  to  “ want  of  knowledge,  want  of  trade,  want  of 
work,  want  of  assistance,  want  of  parents,  want  of  friends,  want  of 
irftel lect,  want  of  moral  training,  combined  with  evil  associations 
and  influence.”  “Upon  none,”  they  continue,  “do  these  crime-pro- 
ducing wants  fall  with  more  certainty  of  evil  effect  than  upon  the 
young  and  inexperienced.”  I desire  especially  to  direct  your  atten- 
tion to  the  causes  of  crime  enumerated  above,  nearly  every  one  of 
which  could  be  removed  by  a judicious  system  of  public  schools  and 
these  young,  neglected,  ignorant  children  made  useful  citizens. 

The  punishment  of  crime  is  a costly  luxury.  The  amount  paid 
for  the  prosecution  and  conviction  of  criminals  out  of  the  State 
Treasury  for  the  year  ending  October  1, 1871,  as  shown  by  the  Comp- 
troller’s report,  was  $171,542  76.  In  this  is  not  included  damages 
done  to  property,  nor  the  loss  of  life,  nor  the  county  expenses  nor, 
the  extra  police  force  demanded  for  the  protection  of  life  and  prop- 
erty; nor  the  depreciation  of  morals  in  the  community.  Society  is 
lowered  by  the  pestilential  presence  of  so  many  criminals  ; the  seeds 
of  vice  are  scattered ; the  public  conscience  is  hardened,  and  evils 
from  which  there  is  no  refuge  sown  broadcast  over  the  State.  No 
one  can  estimate  the  injury  done  to  a community  by  the  encourage- 
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ment  of  pauperism  and  crime.  It  unsettles  the  very  foundation  of 
society,  and  transforms  into  curses  what  were  designed  as  blessings. 
The  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  their  legislative  capacity, 
should  look  seriously  and  earnestly  to  this  question.  In  its  magni- 
tude and  influence  it  overshadows  all  others,  for  the  object  of  all  law 
is  to  benefit  and  protect  the  members  of  society  both  in  their  persons 
and  property.  Let  them  assume  the  responsibility  and  meet  this 
question  in  a manner  its  importance  deserves.  Let  this  “flood  of 
crime,”  that  is  rising  and  raging  against  the  very  battlements  of 
the  State  be  arrested.  It  is  a great  responsibility  to  levy  a tax  to 
make  useful  men  and  women  from  this  harvest  of  ignorant  children 
in  our  State  ; it  is  a still  greater  responsibility  not  to  do  it.  Great 
actions  imply  and  demand  great  responsibilities. 

There  is  another  reason  why  our  people  should  be  aroused  to  the 
necesity  of  establishing  a good  system  of  public  schools.  It  is  always 
a matter  of  paramount  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  a State  that 
its  surplus  lands  should  be  occupied  by  an  industrious,  energetic, 
and  intelligent  population.  We  have  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  over 
29,000,000  acres  of  land,  and  only  a little  over  6,000,000  in  cultiva- 
tion The  remaining  23,000,000  are  lying  idle  and  contributing 
nothing  to  the  State.  It  will  hang  a dead  weight  upon  the  pros- 
perity of  the  State,  until  it  can  be  tilled  or  occupied  by  industrious 
citizens.  ]STow,  such  men  and  women  will  not  settle  in  a State  that 
offers  no  facilities  for  education.  Like  seeks  like.  Noscitur  ex  socfis 
is  a law  as  old  humanity.  Intelligent  men  and  women  will  seek 
locations  that  supply  food  to  the  mind,  as  well  as  aliment  to  the 
body.  We  may  have  an  abundance  of  cheap  lands;  we  may  have 
inexhaustible  stores  of  mineral  wealth ; we  may  have  a delightful 
climate,  rich  soil,  and  all  the  advantages  that  nature  can  give  and 
still  all  these  will  never  tempt  the  best  class  of  immigrants — the 
class  that  will  make  good  citizens  and  help  by  their  intelligence  and 
energy  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  State,  unless  we  give  them 
the  means  of  educating  their  children.  We  may  inveigh  against  the 
principle  of  taxing  one  man  to  educate  the  chifdren  of  another;  we 
may  declaim  against  the  interference  of  the  State  in  matters  that 
concern  directly  the  parents  of  children ; we  may  use  all  the  thou- 
sand and  one  flimsy  excuses  that  are  made  by  men  whose  habits  of 
thought  have  not  led  them  to  the  investigation  of  this  subject  in  its 
relation  to  the  prosperity  of  a State,  and  yet  this  question  will  recur  : 
how  can  we  develop  our  great  resources  without  an  increase  in  the 
amount  of  skilled  and  intelligent  labor,  and  how  can  we  procure 
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such  labor  without  showing  our  appreciation  of  intelligence  by  sup- 
plying  our  people  with  the  means  of  becoming  so?  There  is  no  way 
in  which  we  can  so  soon  be  relieved  of  our  taxes  as  by  increasing 
our  tax-payers.  There  is  no  way  in  which  we  can  increase  our  tax- 
payers so  surely  as  by  offering  inducements  to  intelligent  men  and 
women  to  come  amongst  us.  One  intelligent  laborer  will  add,  on  an 
average  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent  more,  annually,  to  the  wealth 
of  the  State  than  an  ignorant  one.  The  per  capita  productive  capa- 
city of  each  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  for 
the  year  1856  is  said  to  have  been  $166.60.  For  the  same  year  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee  it  was  $63.10.  That  is,  one  person  in  the 
rigorous  climate  and  poor  soil  of  Massachusetts  makes  neatly  three 
times  as  much  as  one  in  the  rich  fields  and  genial  climate  of  our  own 
State  There  are  1,258,520  persons  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  The 
annual  aggregate  per  capita  production  of  all  this  number  falls 
short  of  what  it  would  be  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  if  the  above 
statement  is  true,  by  $130,255,820 — a sum  equal  in  value  to  one 
half  of  the  improved  farms  in  the  State.  And  this  because  the 
labor  of  our  State  cannot  utilize  the  powers  of  nature.  No  wonder 
that  the  gigantic  intellect  of  Mr.  Adams  should  have  discerned  the 
truth  that  the  public  schools  of  New  England  are  more  important 
even  to  the  rich  themselves  than  all  their  riches.  The  same  senti- 
ment was  reiterated  by  Mr.  Webster,  who  also  regarded  public 
instruction  as  a wise  and  liberal  system  of  police,  by  which  prop- 
erty and  life,  and  the  peace  of  society  are  secured. 

lhe  greatest  obstacle  to  be  overcome  in  the  establishment  of  a 
system  of  public  instruction  in  our  State  is  the  inherited  idea  that 
education  should  be  left  to  private  enterprise,  and  that  property 
should  not  be  taxed  to  educate  those  without  means  ; that  it  is 
neither  consonent  with  justice  nor  demanded  by  charity;  that  the 
father  of  a child  should  be  compelled  to  educate  him,  and  that  it  is 
an  encouragement  to  idleness,  and  has  a tendency  to  impair  or  de- 
stroy the  sense  of  obligation  in  the  minds  of  parents  as  to  the  duty 
of  educating  their  children. 

The  argument  that  it  should  be  left  to  private  enterprise  goes  too 
far.  It  would  apply  to  matters  of  police;  to  the  establishment  of 
courts  of  justice  ; to  the  erection  of  jails  and  penitentiaries,  and  to 
the  workings  of  the  highways.  All  these  are  established  for  the 
protection  or  convenience  of  property.  Society  calls  upon  the  poor 
man  to  contribute  as  much  to  keep  the  highways  in  order,  though 
he  may  own  nothing,  as  him  who  runs  long  wagon  trains.  The  poor 


34 


man  contributes  bis  money  to  support  courts  of  justice^  though  he 
may  have  no  property  to  protect  He  is  the  man  who  is  first  drafted 
into  the  army  to  protect  property.  He  has  no  money  to  pay  to  re- 
lieve him  from  the  burdens  and  hardships*  of  protecting  money. 
Upon  him  and  upon  his  valor  rest,  in  the  main,  the  fame  and  glory 
of  the  nation.  Education  will  make  him  abetter  soldier.  This  was 
well  shown  in  the  recent  war  between  France  and  G-ermany,  in 
which  the  discipline  of  the  German  troops,  acquired  through  a long  . 
course  of  training  in  the  public  schools,  was  more  than  a match  for 
the  French. 

Dr.  L.  P.  Brockott,  author  of  a History  of  the  Franco-German 
war  of  1870-71,  in  reviewing  the  condition  of  the  two  countries  en- 
gaged, at  the  outset  says  : 

“In  Germany,  and.  especially  in  Prussia  education  is  well-nigh 
universal.  The  population  of  the  North  German  Confederation,  in 
1867,  was  29,653,038,  and  that  of  South  Germany  8,869,328:  making 
a total  of  38,522,366.  Of  this  population  only  an  infinitesimal  pro- 
portion are  unable  to  read  and  write,  while  the  greater  part  have  a 
good  public  school  education. 

“ The  great  advantages  of  this  thorough  education  have  made 
themselves  visible  in  the  improved  social  condition  and  greater  in- 
telligence of  the  masses,  and  have  made  them  vastly  better  soldiers 
in  a cause  where  their  patriotic  feelings  are  enlisted.  It  has  resulted 
too,  in  a larger  measure  of  thrift  and  business  enterprise  throughout 
the  whole  of  Germany.  Nearly  every  town  has  its  thriving  manu- 
factory. 

“The  social  condition  of  France  is  not  so  good.  The  wealth,  in- 
telligence, and  business  activity  of  the  country,  and  to  a large  extent 
its  poverty  and  crime,  also,  have  been  concentrated  in  Paris,  and 
two  or  three  other  large  cities.  Education  is  very  much  neglected. 
Thirty  per  cent,  of  the  conscripts  (who  represent  very  fully  the 
male  adult  population  of  France)  cannot  read  or  write.  The  school 
age  of  children  is  only  from  seven  to  thirteen,  and  nearly  a million, 
or  about  one-fifth  of  the  entire  number  of  children  between  these 
ages,  do  not  attend  school.  Morals,  as  is  well  known,  are  at  a very 
low  ebb.  One-eighth  of  the  births  (taking  city  and  country  together,) 
are  known  to  be  illegitimate,  and  a still  larger  proportion  are  con- 
cealed by  infanticide,  which  is  so  prevalent  as  to  make  the  per  cent- 
age  of  increase  of  population  in  France  smaller  than  that  of  any 
other  European  state.” 

As  an  instrument,  then,  for  the  protection  of  property,  property 
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should  look  to  it  that  it  is  made  as  effective  as  possible.Nearly  all  the 
machinery  of  government  is  for  the  protection  of  property,  and  if  the 
subject  of  education  is  to  be  left  to  private  enterprise,  why  not  leave 
the  protection  of  property  to  private  enterprise  also  ? Besides,  the 
poor  boy  who  derives  an  education  from  public  schools  is  not  bene- 
fited more  than  property.  Wherever  good  public  schools  prevail  prop- 
erty increases  in  value ; rents  go  up  ; labor  can  be  procured  at  cheaper 
rates  by  reason  of  other  inducements  offered  to  the  laborers.  This 
was  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  county  of  Montgomery  while  her  pub- 
lic schools  were  in  operation.  Laborers  for  farm  work,  men,  hired  for 
$150  per  annum-  in  that  county,  while  the  adjoining  counties  in 
Kentucky  had  to  pay  $175.  The  farmers  of  Montgomery  t aved  on 
each  man  $25  per  annum,  because  they  offered  educational  facilities 
for  the  children  of  the  laborer,  which  more  than  repaid  all  the  taxes 
assessed  for  school  purposes.  But  the  benefits  are  greater  than  these. 
The  amount  paid  for  education  may,  as  a general  rule,  be  deducted 
from  the  amount  paid  for  crime,  at  the  same  time  the  improvement 
in  society  adds  vastly  to  the  value  of  property.  It  is  entirely  just, 
therefore,  that  property  should  be  taxed  to  educate  the  ignorant, 
because  this  education  gives  security  to  it,  and  increases  its  value 
much  more  than  property  is  required  to  pay  in  behalf  of  education. 

As  to  the  question  of  lessening  the  sense  of  obligation  in  the  mind 
of  the  parent  of  educating  his  child,  we  agree  with  the  Princeton 
[Review  for  1866.  The  fact  is  exactly  the  contrary.  Those  commu- 
nities in  which  there  are  no  common  schools,  and  in  which  the  people 
generally  are  in  a state  of  deplorable  ignorance,  are  precisely  those 
in  which  the  sense  of  parental  obligation  on  this  point  is  at  its  low- 
est ebb.  Go  to  a region  of  country,  in  which  not  one  man  in  ten 
can  read  and  write,  and  you  will  find  that  not  one  man  in  ten  will 
care  whether  his  children  are  taught  to  read  and  write.  Those  com- 
munities, on  the  contrary,  which  have  the  best  and  most  complete 
system  of  common  schools,  and  in  which  this  system  has  prevailed 
longest,  and  has  taken  most  complete  hold  of  the  public  mind,  are 
the  very  ones  in  which  individuals  will  be  found  most  keenly  alive 
to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  in  which  a parent  will  be  re- 
garded as  a monster  if  his  children  are  allowed  to  grow  up  unedu- 
cated. 

y The  truth  is,  the  duties  of  the  parent  and  of  society  in  this  respect 
lie  in  coincident  lines,  and  each  should,  as  far  as  possible,  provide 
for  the  intellectual  development  and  moral  training  of  the  child. 
Assuredly,  however,  should  the  parent  not  be  able  to  provide  for 
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these  wants,  the  society  which  is  to  be  cursed  or  blessed  by  it  should 
look  to  it.  Its  highest  interests  demand  it.  A community  is  as 
much  to  blame,  and  has  as  much  to  suffer,  as  the  parent,  by  allow- 
ing a child  to  grow  up  in  ignorance,  stupidity  and  vice,  and  should 
therefore,  provide  against  such  a calamity  by  seeing  that  all  children 
are  instructed  in  the  elements  of  “ learning,  virtue  and  science.” 

It  is  nothing  to  the  discredit  of  education  that  some  men  triumph 
in  life  without  it.  Their  success  depends  in  such  a case  on  their  in_ 
domitable  will,  their  caculating  sagacity,  and  their  superior  natural 
abilities.  Had  such  men  been  educated,  they  might  have  reached 
much  higher  positions,  or  reached  the  positions  they  attained  in  a 
much  shorter  time.  Education  does  not  supply  brain  ; it  only  makes 
the  greatest  possible  use  of  it. 

But  as  a matter  of  economy  to  the  aggregated  people  of  the  State 
the  law  should  provide  a system  of  public  instruction.  It  is  demon- 
strable that  three  times  as  many  children  may  be  instructed  in  pub- 
lic schools  for  the  same  money  as  in  privace  schools.  The  whole 
outlay  by  the  State  of  Tennessee  for  public  instruction,  in  1868,  was 
$573,785.74.  During  the  same  year  185,845  children  attended  schools 
for  the  space  of  five  months,  which  gives  the  cost  for  the  tuition  of  each 
child,  $3.08.  In  private  schools  it  was  at  least  three  times  as  high,  so 
that  had  these  children  been  compelled  to  go  to  private  schools  they 
could  only  have  gone  one  and  two  thirds  months.  The  same  thing 
is  witnessed  to-day  in  Nashville,  as  I am  informed  by  the  Hon.  S. 
Y.  Caldwell,  the  Superintendent  of  City  Schools.  The  cost  of  send- 
ing a child  to  the  high  schools  being  just  one-third  the  amount  re- 
quired to  send  him  to  a private  school  of  the  same  grade.  If  this 
be  so,  of  which  there  is  no  doubt,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  commu- 
nity in  the  aggregate,  by  establishing  public  schools,  can  save  two- 
thirds  of  the  amount  required  to  be  expended  in  private  schools,  and 
enjoy  the  same  amount  uf  intellectual  cultivation  for  the  children. 
This  results  from  a more  complete  systematizing  of  all  the  operations 
of  the  schools,  having  all  the  scholars  properly  classified,  so  that  one 
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teacher  may  instruct  a much  larger  number,  and  do  it  more  effi- 
ciently. 

From  advance  sheets  of  the  ninth  census,  it  appears  that  the  num- 
ber of  illiterate  persons  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  adult  and  minor, 
ten  years  old  and  over,  (Chinese  and  Indians  excluded)  is  364,668,  of 
whom  138,955  are  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty-one  years 
old;  the  remainder  225,713  twenty-one  years  old  and  over.  Of 
the  adults,  there  are  of  white  males,  37,713;  colored,  55,927; 
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aggregating  93,640  male  adults,  who  are  unable  to  read  and  write, 
and  yet  whose  votes  are  as  potential  for  good  or  evil  as  those 
of  the  wisest  men  in  the  State.  The  total  vote  cast  at  the  last 
Gubernatorial  election  was  $120,479,  and  yet  ignorance  had  the 
p aver  of  casting  93,640  of  those.  The  bare  statement  of  these  facts 
is  alarming.  It  shows  upon  what  a precarious  and  unstable  founda- 
tion the  highest  interests  of  our  State  rest. 

There  are  68,825  white  women  in  the  State  who  can  neither  read 
nor  write,  and  63,248  colored,  making  in  ail  of  illiterate  women, 
132,073. 

But  it  is  for  the  children  that  we  feel  the  deepest  solicitude.  There 
are  72,189  white  children  between  the  ages  of  10  and  21,  who  can 
neither  read  nor  write,  and  66,766  colored.  It  may  safely  be  assumed 
that  a large  proportion  of  the  white  children  have  been  made  or- 
phans by  the  results  of  the  war.  Their  natural  protectors  have 
laid  down  their  lives  in  the  defence,  as  they  honestly  believed  and 
felt,  of  the  rights  of  property.  Shall  property  now  hesitate  to  edu- 
cate these  children  and  make  them  useful  members  of  that  society 
which  the  valor  of  their  fathers  illustrated  and  defended?  What- 
ever may  be  said  of  others,  these  orphans,  at  least,  should  be  liberally 
educated  by  the  property  of  the  State. 

There  is  another  lamentable  fact  deducible  from  the  census  of 
1870.  It  is  that  while  the  white  population  has  increased  but  13  per 
cent.',  the  increase  in  the  number  of  white  illiterates  has  been  50  per 
cent.  The  white  population  has  increased  from  826,722  to  936,119. 
The  number  of  illiterates  among  the  adults  has  increased  from 
71,114  to  106,538.  And  this  illiteracy  is  to-day  increasing  in  a 
greater  ratio.  Ten  years  without  schools,  and  the  necessity  which 
has  compelled  many  of  the  white  people  to  perform  manual  labor, 
have  not  served  to  intensify  their  desire  for  education.  There  have 
been  fewer  good  schools  in  the  rural  districts  during  the  last  decade 
than  was  ever  known  in  the  State  in  proportion  to  the  population. 

The  discouragements  to  every  branch  of  industry  which  the  war 
occasioned,  fell  heaviest  upon  the  teachers’  vocation.  And  the  pol- 
icy pursued  by  the  State  has  been,  in  the  main,  detrimental  to  the 
cause  of  education.  Public  schools  are  unpopular  because  they  have 
been,  with  few  exceptions,  totally  inefficient  The  constant  changes 
which  have  been  wrought  in  our  school  systems  by  nearly  every 
legislative  body  that  has  met,  have  created  in  the  public  mind  a 
sense  of  their  inconstancy,  instability  and  inefficiency.  They  have 
not  only  failed  to  supply  a much  felt  necessity  in  every  community 
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but  the  parsimonious  appropriations  have  just  been  sufficient  to  in- 
terfere with,  and,  in  a measure,  break  down  all  private  enterprises. 
The  amounts  distributed  to  each  county  have  been  totally  inade- 
quate to  accomplish  any  good.  The  commissioners,  in  many  cases, 
$o  relieve  themselves  of  any  responsibility,  would  employ  a few 
peripatetic  teachers  wholly  unfit,  oftentimes,  for  the  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  them,  and  suffer  them  to  teach  until  the  funds  were  ex- 
hausted, when  the  announcement  would  be  made  that  the  schools 
would  be  suspended  until  the  following  year,  when  they  would  be 
resumed  for  one  or  two  months  more. 

And  these  have  been  the  facilities  offered  by  the  great  State  of 
Tennessee  for  the  education  of  her  children.  The  question  arises 
whether  these  facilities  are  to  be  improved,  or  whether  Tennessee 
is  to  remain  stationary  while  the  sea  of  thought  and  intelligence  is 
whirling  around  her.  To  do  so  will  be  to  attract  within  her  borders 
all  the  slime,  and  draff,  and  offal  that  fester  and  float  upon  the  sur- 
face of  society.  Our  working  men  have  less  interest  in  the  matter 
than  our  men  of  property.  They  are  not  anchored  to  the  soil.  It 
js  an  easy  matter  for  them  to  fly  to  other  States  that  promise  educa- 
tional advantages.  And  there  they  will  go  with  their  muscle  and 
their  energy,  seeking  a home  of  fresher  activities  and  brighter  pros- 
pects, unless  equal  inducements  are  offered  here.  The  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Education  for  the  year  1871,  will  show  that  all  the 
States  surrounding  Tennessee,  with  the  exception  of  North  Carolina 
are  making  energetic  and  well  directed  efforts  to  build  up  good  sys- 
tems of  public  instruction.  All  those  States  have  able,  energetic 
and  thoroughly  competent  State  Superintendents,  who  are  working 
with  a will  to  infuse  new  vitality  in  their  educational  systems.  The 
fact  is  clearly  recognized  “that  education  must  underlie  every  per- 
manent improvement  in  the  State,  whether  material,  social  or  civil.” 
It  may  be  well,  perhaps,  in  this  connection,  to  mention  the  Edu- 
cational Bill  that  has  just  passed  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Whatever  opinions  may  be  en- 
tertained as  to  the  abstract  merits  of  the  bill,  should  it  become  a law, 
as  it  is  almost  certain  to  do,  Tennessee  must  take  steps  to  secure  her 
share  of  the  distribution,  or  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  others.  If, 
as  has  been  argued,  the  Bill  is  only  an  artfully  devised  scheme  for 
imposing  a new  tax  upon  the  country  in  the  name  of  education,  we 
certainly  must  accept  the  situation,  and  provide  for  securing  our 
pro  rata.  This  bill  provides  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  shall  forever  be  consecrated  and  set  apart  for  the  education  of 
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the  people.  It  requires,  however,  before  the  States  or  Territories 
shall  receive  any  portion  of  the  fund  that  shall  arise  from,  the  sale 
of  public  lands,  that  each  one  shall,  by  its  legislature,  provide  by 
law  for  the  free  education  of  all  its  children  between  the  ages  of 
six  and  sixteen,  and  shall  apply  all  moneys  which  it  shall  receive, 
under  the  act,  in  accordance  with  its  conditions.  It  also  requires 
that  an  annual  report  be  made.  The  law  further  provides  that  the 
distribution  for  the  first  ten  years  shall  be  among  the  several  States 
and  Territories,  including  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  ratio  of 
the  illiteracy  of  their  respective  populations.  It  also  makes  condi- 
tion that  no  moneys  belonging  to  any  State  or  Territory,  under  this 
Act,  shall  be  withheld  from  any  State  or  Territory  for  the  reason 
that  the  laws  thereof  provide  for  separate  schools  for  white  children 
or  black  children,  or  refuse  to  organize  a system  of  mixed  schools. 
Under  this  Act,  should  it  become  a law  by  the  action  of  the  Senate, 
the  State  of  Tennessee  will  receive  about  $130,000.  This  added  to 
the  sum  at  present  realized  from  the  tax  on  polls,  all  escheated  prop- 
erty, and  all  gifts  of  property  to  the  State,  the  personal  effects  of 
intestates  having  no  kindred,  and  the  interest  on  the  school  fund 
of  $1,500,000,  will  give  a sum  which,  if  supplemented  by  a small 
tax,  will  enable  the  people  of  the  State  to  maintain  a very  respect- 
able school  system. 

It  is  my  deliberate  judgment,  however,  that  this  additional  tax 
will  have  to  be  levied  ultimately  by  the  Legislature,  if  a sufficiency 
of  money  is  ever  raised  to  establish  schools  of  a high  character  and 
real  merit.  It  has  been  shown  that  while  the  white  population  for 
the  last  decade  has  increased  but  13  per  cent.,  ignorance  has  been 
increasing  among  that  population  at  the  rate  of  50  per  cent.  It  is 
hardly  probable,  therefore,  that  the  great  mass  of  voters  in  the 
State  will,  without  schools,  become  any  more  intelligent  than  at 
present  ; and  the  exertion  of  a community  to  secure  schools  dimin- 
ishes just  as  the  intelligence  of  the  community  decreases.  In  other 
words,  the  tendency  of  ignorance  is  to  perpetuate  itself,  while  intel- 
ligence seeks  for  new  fields  of  thought  and  new  means  of  diffusing 
itself. 

I regret  to  have  to  report  that  there  is  yet,  in  some  localities,  a 
strong  feeling  against  levying  a school  tax,  because  the  negroes  will 
be  made  partakers  of  its  benefits.  It  is  not  well  for  a community, 
or  an  individual  to  suffer  prejudice  to  drive  them  in  opposition  to 
their  best  interest,  and  highest  duties.  The  problem  presented  is 
one  of  the  gravest  nature,  and  should  command  our  most  serious 


40 


and  careful  consideration.  By  a decree  of  Providence  the  negro  is 
here  with  us,  subject  to  the  same  laws,  and  entitled  to  the  same 
privileges  by  law.  That  he  can  be  made  a useful  laborer  and  a 
quiet,  peaceable  citizen,  no  one  who  is  acquainted  with  his  character 
can  doubt.  His  attachment  to  the  plaee  of  his  birth  is  marvellous, 
and  the  most  powerful  influences  brought  to  bear  upon  him  by  cor- 
rupt and  designing  politicians  were  not  able,  wTith  but  few  excep- 
tions, to  destroy  the  confidence  he  had  in  the  honesty  and  uprightness 
of  his  former  owner.  If  his  labor  can  be  improved  ; if  it  can  be  made 
more  profitable  to  himself,  his  employer,  and  the  State,  the  highest 
considerations  of  duty,  charity,  benevolence  and  patriotism  demand 
that  it  be  done.  Intelligence  multiplies  results  even  in  the  brute.  A 
horse,  for  example,  trained  to  walk  straight  forward  to  stakes  in  lay- 
ing off  rows  for  the  planting  of  corn  can  do  a third  more  work  in  a 
day,  and  do  it  better,  than  one  not  so  trained  or  educated.  A team 
that  has  been  disciplined  can  draw  a far  heavier  load  than  one  un- 
trained. Every  farmer  knows  that  the  value  of  his  laborer  depends, 
other  things  being  equal,  upon  the  degree  of  his  intelligence.  Up  to 
a certain  point  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  advantages  to  the 
employer  to  be  derived  from  the  education  of  the  laborer.  An  edu- 
cated man  cam  achieve  greater  material  results  than  an  ignorant  one. 
Says  the  Princeton  Review,  in  discussing  this  question,  “some  curious 
and  instructive  facts  were  collected  a few  years  ago  by  Horace  Mann 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  His  inquiries  were  directed  to  the  efficiency 
of  operatives  in  factories,  a class  of  men  who  would  seem  to  require 
as  little  general  intelligence  as  any  kind  of  laborers.  It  was  found  that, 
as  a general  rule,  these  operatives  who  could  sign  their  names  to  their 
weekly  receipts,  were  able  to  do  one-third  more  work,  and  do  it  bet- 
ter than  those  who  made  their  mark.  Nor  is  this  at  all  to  be  won- 
dered at.  There  is  no  kind  of  work  done  by  the  aid  of  human 
muscle  that  is  purely  mechanical.  Mind  is  partner  in  all  that  the 
body  does.  Mind  directs  and  controls  muscle,  and  even  in  emer- 
gency gives  it  additional  energy  and  power.  No  matter  how  simple 
the  process  in  which  an  operative  may  be  engaged,  some  cultivation 
of  his  mental  power  is  needed.  Without  it  he  misdirects  his  own 
movements,  and  mistakes  continually  the  orders  of  his  superintend- 
ing workman.  A boy,  who  has  been  to  a good  common  school,  and 
has  had  his  mental  activities  quickened,  and  when  mind  has  been 
stimulated  and  roused  by  worthy  motives,  not  only  will  be  more  in- 
dustrious for  it,  when  he  becomes  a man,  but  his  industry' will  be 
more  effective.  He  will  accomplish  more  even  as  a day  laborer  than 
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the  mere  ignorant  boor.  When  we  come  to  any  Kind  of  skilled 
labor,  the  difference  between  the  educated  and  the  ignorant  is  still 
more  apparent.  An  intelligent  mechanic  is  worth  twice  as  much  as 
one  ignorant  and  stupid.” 

These  observations  of  Mr.  Mann  is  confirmed  by  the  experience 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  cotton  factory  which  has  recently  gone 
into  operation  in  Nashville.  Col.  Sam.  D.  Morgan  says  the  opera- 
tives which  he  has  gathered  from  the  population  of  Nashville,  are 
pronounced  by  his  subordinate  superintendents  the  most  efficient 
that  they  have  ever  known  after  a long  experience,  and  to  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Nashville,  which  these  persons  had  the  benefit  of,  he 
ascribes  their  superiority  as  operatives. 

Education,  by  diffusing  knowledge  and  stimulating  thought,  mul- 
tiplies invention,  and  so  increases  the  producing  power  of  a people, 
Any  invention  that  doubles  the  product  of  labor  is  a benefit  to  the 
whole  community  Many  labor-saving  inventions  are  so  simple  that 
they  are  never  patented,  and  yet  they  are  valuable. 

A very  instructive  case,  where  intelligence  was  applied  to  the 
ordinary  operations  on  the  farm  came  under  my  own  observation. 
A young,  sprightly  negro  man,  who  had  received  the  rudiments  of 
an  education,  was  required  to  clear  the  leaves  from  a piece  of  wood- 
land preparatory  to- the  sowing  of  grass.  He  ingeniously  constructedj 
in  a few  minutes,  an  apparatus  resembling  somewhat  a hay  rake, 
with  which  he  performed  the  labor  of  two  or  three  hands  in  clearing 
away  the  leaves,  and  at  the  same  time  scratched  the  land  for  the 
better  reception  of  the  seed.  When  asked  where  he  had  seen  such 
an  apparatus,  he  replied,  “I  never  saw  one  before — I just  thought  it 
out.” 

The  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Ruffner,  the  able  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction for  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  his  First  Annual  Report  dis- 
cusses this  question  in  its  economical  light  with  great  power  and 
ability,  and  I cannot  do  better  than  to  appropriate  his  argument, 
and  make  it  applicable  to  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Every  person  in  his  normal  condition  has  a certain  intrinsic  value 
to  the  State,  and  publicists  have  long  been  trying  to  determine  what 
that  average  value  is.  The  public  value  of  a common  laborer  has 
been  commonly  placed  at  $1,000.  Mr.  Young,  the  Chief  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Statistics,  shows  by  conclusive  reasoning  that  $800  is  nearer 
the  true  value.  This  supposes  the  man  to  be  worth  that  sum  over 
and  above  the  support  of  a wife  and  two  children.  The  value  of  a 
man,  says  Mr.  Ruffner,  being  his  productive  power,  minus  his  run- 
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ning  expenses,  of  course  the  average  is  affected  by  his  degree  ot 
skill  and  power,  and  by  every  thing  that  enters  into  his  physical, 
moral  and  mental  character.  If  a man,  with  a wife  and  two  chil- 
dren, can  earn  $400  a year,  and  pay  expenses,  and  then  leaves  a 
profit  of  $40,  he  will  be  worth  $800,  for  $40  capitalized  at  5 per  cent, 
gives  $800.  Our  negro  men  do  not  earn  so  much,  but  take  the  num- 
ber to  be  50,000,  at  that  rate  they  are  worth  $40,000,000.  Whatever 
amount  be  assumed  as  the  value,  a very  slight  change  in  their  aver- 
age character  produces  a large  result  in  the  increase  or  diminution 
in  the  wealth  of  the  State.  If  the  average  value  be  reduced  to  $000, 
the  wealth  of  the  State  is  reduced  by  $10,000,000.  If  the  average 
could  be  raised  to  $1,000,  $10,000,000  would  be  added  to  the  wealth 
of  the  State.  Now  take  the  annual  income.  If  each  laborer  adds 
$40  to  the  wealth  of  the  State,  50,000  will  add  $2,000,000.  Now, 
suppose  he  could  be  made  to  earn  $10  additional,  a sum  would  be 
realized  nearly  equal  in  amount  to  the  largest  expenditure  ever 
made  in  one  year  in  this  State  for  school  purposes.  By  increasing 
or  diminishing  the  productive  capacity  of  the  laboring  population, 
the  annual  growth  or  wealth  of  the  State  is  powerfully  affected. 

Collecting  the  testimonies  as  to  the  addition  made  to  the  efficiency 
of  labor  by  education,  it  i3  found  that  25  per  cent  at  least  is  sup- 
posed to  be  added  by  that  means,  and  this  without  taking  into 
account  the  constantly  increasing  value  of  that  class  that  rises  above 
the  existing  condition.  If  the  negro  is  not  an  exception  to  this  rule, 
$8,000,000  would  be  added  directly  to  the  State,- and  $500,000  to  their 
gross  annual  product  by  education,  to  say  nothing  of  what  would 
be  added  indirectly.  As  the  laborers  increase  in  value,  every  thing 
that  depends  on  labor  rises  in  proportion — lands,  mines,  water 
power,  &c.,  &c. 

Another  view:  If  there  are  no  schools  in  the  country,  while 

schools  are  kept  up  in  towns,  farm  labor  will  become  scarce  and  dear, 
and  the  profits  of  the  farming  community  will  be  proportionately 
decreased.  The  most  worthless,  those  who  do  not  value  edu- 
cation will  constitute  the  only  available  labor  for  the  farm.  Let 
school  houses  be  erected  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  the  amount 
saved  in  the  price  of  labor  will  pay  a large  school  tax  every  year 
to  say  nothing  of  the  increased  contentment  and  efficiency  of  the 
laborer.  Admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  negro  is  imbe- 
cile, and  cannot  be  improved  intellectually,  still  it  will  be  a profit- 
able investment  to  gratify  his  inclinations  and  laudable  ambition  to 
see  his  children  enjoying  the  privileges  of  attending  schools.  To 
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show  that  these  views  are  not  altogether  theoretical,  reference  is 
made  to  the  statements,  in  another  part  of  this  report,  in  relation  to 
the  prices  paid  by  the  farmers  in  Montgomery  county,  and  those 
paid  by  the  farmers  in  the  adjoining  counties  in  Kentucky.  There 
are  about  2,000  of  these  laborers  in  the  county  of  Montgomery.  A 
saving  of  twenty-five  dollars  on  each  would  give  the  sum  of  150,000, 
a sum  four  times  as  great  as  the  amount  collected  in  that  county  for 
school  purposes.  Here,  by  the  investment  of  $12,500,  a clear  gain 
of  $37,500  is  made.  This  only  applies  to  the  saving  in  farm  labor,, 
but  there  is  a corresponding  reduction  in  the  prices  for  house 
servants,  cooks,  carriage  drivers,  &c.  So  that  it  will  be  seen  that  as 
an  investment  the  levying  of  a school  tax,  and  the  keeping  up  of 
schools  for  that  class  of  our  population  pays  a very  large  dividend. 

Education  has  become  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  material 
prosperity  of  any  community.  The  machines  which  are  now  in 
common  use  on  the  farm,  in  the  workshop,  by  the  fireside,  on  the 
streams,  on  the  ocean,  presuppose  some  knowledge  of  methanics  in 
order  to  operate  them.  More  cultivation  of  intellect  is  required  to 
manage  a reaper,  or  a thresher  than  to  use  the  sickle,  or  to  beat  out 
grain  with  a flail.  And  as  the  introduction  of  machinery  into  the 
operations  of  the  farm  is  becoming  more  general  each  year,  so  a 
larger  degree  of  intelligence  is  constantly  demanded  there.  The 
senseless  exercise  of  muscle  cannot  compete  with  the  precision  and 
intelligent  action  of  machinery.  Each  succeeding  year  will  show  a 
diminished  demand  for  ignorant  labor  and  an  increased  inquiry  for 
skilled  labor.  The  highest  interest  of  the  State,  then,  demands  a 
recognition  of  this  fact,  and  the  adoption  of  some  measures  by 
which  the  laborer  may  be  instructed  in  the  higher  requirements  of 
the  farm,  for  all  the  experience  of  this  country  goes  to  prove  that  it 
is  more  economical  to  employ  intelligent  labor  and  use  machinery 
than  dispense  with  machinery  and  use  ignorant  labor.  The  pro- 
duction of  cotton  since  the  invention  of  the  cotton  gin,  the  in- 
creased production  of  wheat  since  the  invention  of  the  reaper, 
are  cases  in  point;  and  so  far  from  machinery  reducing  the  average 
price  of  labor, -the  producing  power  of  a day’s  labor  is  greater 
now  than  it  ever  has  been  ; employment  is  more  constant ; sales 
of  agricultural  products  more  certain ; and  a gradual  elevation 
of  the  laborer  in  the  scale  of  dignity  and  intelligence  more  decided 
where  machinery  is  used  and  the  laborer  is  educated.  Indeed  it 
may  be  affirmed  that  sailors,  mechanics,  seamstresses,  and  all  classes 
who  live  by  manual  labor,  as  well  as  farmers,  are  compelled  to  hav^ 
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more  knowledge  now  than  a half  century  ago.  An  ignorant  people 
in  this  age  are  compelled  by  an  inexorable  law  to  be  poor.  No  rich- 
ness of  soil,  no  radiance  of  the  sky,  no  commercial  facilities,  no 
mineral  wealth,  can  confer  greatness  and  honor  on  a people  inca- 
pacited  by  ignorance.  It  has  been  well  said  that  whatever  wealth 
is  showered  upon  such  a people  will  run  to  waste.  “ The  ignorant 
pearl  divers  do  not  wear  the  pearls  they  win.  The  diamond  hunters 
are  not  ornamented  by  the  gems  they  find.  The  miners  for  silver 
3aod  gold  are  not  enriched  by  the  precious  metals  they  dig.  Those 
who  till  the  most  luxuriant  soils  are  not  filled  with  the  harvests 
they  gather.  All  the  choicest  productions  of  the  earth,  whether 
mineral  or  vegetable,  wherever  found,  or  wherever  gathered,  will  in 
a short  time,  as  by  some  secret  and  resistless  attraction,  make  their 
way  into  the  hands  of  the  more  intelligent.  Let  whoever  will  sow 
the  seed,  or  gather  the  fruit,  intelligence  will  consume  the  banquet.” 
Give  education,  and  you  give  the  keys  to  unlock  the  treasures  of 
the  world.  Nothing  desirable  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  or  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  or  in  the  atmosphere  above,  but  can  be  obtained 
by  its  aid.  New  agencies  and  new  powers  of  nature  are  harnessed, 
and  made  to  do  the  biddings  of  man.  Eefuse  education  and  you 
refuse  every  thing — social  elevation,  moral  grandeur,  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  virtue,  integrity  and  power,  and  good  government. 
Deny  it,  and  there  is  no  other  ‘‘open  sesame  ” under  heaven  to  open 
the  doors  of  the  varied  wealth  of  the  universe.  Man  becomes  but 
an  instinctive  brute,  toiling  to  live,  and  living  only  to  die.  His  in- 
tellect is  darkened  with  a cloud  more  threatening  than  that  rifted 
by  the  thunderbolt ; more  terrible  than  that  which  surrounds  the 
apex  of  a burning  volcano,  and  more  disastrous  than  the  whirlwind; 
for  it  is  the  cloud  of  ignorance  that  shuts  out  all  the  lights  of  civili- 
zation, of  the  treasures  of  science,  and  the  blessings  of  rational  ex- 
istence. 

To  sum  up,  then:  A large  amount  necessary  to  educate  the  chil- 

dren of  the  State  could  be  deducted  from  the  amount  now  expended 
for  crime.  A large  amount,  if  not  all,  could  be  gained  by  increasing 
the  average  productive  capacity  of  the  population.  A large  amount 
could  be  saved  by  the  increased  security  given  to  property.  An 
equivalent  could  be  added  by  the  benefits  rendered  society  in  its  eleva- 
tion, and  in  the  increased  rational  enjoyments  which  a judicious  sys- 
tem of  education  would  insure.  To  this  might  be  added  the  worth  to 
the  community  of  every  intelligent  man  and  woman  that  would  be 
attracted  to  the  State  ; the  enhancement  of  the  price  of  property 
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consequent  thereupon;  the  utilization  of  the  forces  of  nature  through 
the  agency  of  such  a population;  the  cultivation  of  those  qualities 
of  honesty,  honor,  courage  and  gallantry  that  distinguish  the  civil- 
ized from  the  savage,  the  boor  from  the  gentleman,  the  Christian  from 
the  heathen.  Such  a system  of  public  instruction  will  make  our 
State  attractive.  It  will  revive  patriotism  by  enlisting  the  affections 
and  sympathies  and  pride  of  the  citizen.  “ To  make  us  love  onr 
country,”  says  Burke,  “we  must  make  our  country  lovely.”  And  ••**.  / 
to  epitomize  and  appropriate  another  sentiment  of  thia great  English’  7' 
statesman  and  scholar,  good  education  subdues  the  fierceness  of 
pride  and  power;  it  obliges  rulers  to  submit  to  the  soft  collar  of 
social  esteem;  it  compels  stern  authority  to  submit  to  elegance ; it 
ennobles  whatever  it  touches,  and  strips  vice  of  half  its  evil  by  de- 
stroying all  its  grossness. 

CONCLUSIONS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS* 

The  short  time  that  I have  held  my  present  position,  and  the  hur- 
ried manner  in  which  this  report  has  been  prepared,  make  it  mani- 
festly improper  that  I should  suggest  any  sweeping  changes  in  the 
present  system.  It  must  be  evident,  however,  to  any  one  who1  will 
examine  the  reports  from  the  various  counties,  hereto  appended, 
that  the  system  as  it  at  present  exists  is  utterly  devoid  of  vitality, 
and  is  wholly  unsuited  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  pur- 
poses of  education.  The  objections  to  it  are  the  want  of  suitable 
provisions  to  secure  r 

First.  Unity  of  action  throughout  the  State  ; 

Second.  The  creation  of  a livelier-  interest  among  the  people  of 
the  State  in  educational  matters  ; 

Third.  A larger  amount  of  energy  in  the  system;. 

Fourth.  More  frequent  and  more  reliable  statistics  from  each 
county. 

As  to  the  best  methods  of  securing  these  desirable  ends,  it  would 
perhaps  be  better  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  wisdom  of  our 
present  Legislature,  but  I will  venture  to  suggest  two  recommenda- 
tions which  the  friends  of  education  throughout  the  State  agree  to 
be  necessary. 

1.  The  appointment  of  a competent  State  Superintendent,  with  a 
salary  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  devote  his  whole  time  and  abiLity  to 
the  following : 

First.  The  creation  of  a sentiment  in  the  State  favorable  to  public 
education  ; and 
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Second.  To  the  building  up,  as  that  feeling  increases,  of  an  effect- 
ive school  system. 

Without  such  an  officer  the  whole  county  system  will  prove  a stu- 
pendous failure,  to  the  lasting  injury  and  deep  disgrace  of  the 
present  generation. 

2.  Provision  for  the  appointment  of  a Superintendent  in  each 
county  ns  schools  are  organized.  The  duties  of  such  an  officer  should 
be  precisely  for  the  school  districts  what  the  duties  of  the  State 
officer  should  be  for  the  counties.  He  should  travel  from  district  to 
district,  encouraging  the  friends  of  schools  by  keeping  them  in- 
formed as  to  the  progress  of  schools  in  other  counties,  by  supplying 
them  with  facts  in  reference  to  school  management  and  school  laws. 
He  should  stimulate  the  people  to  build  good  school-houses,  to  send 
their  children  to  the  schools.  He  should  also  endeavor  to  create  a 
feeling  of  pride  and  emulation  among  the  School  Commissioners  in 
the  various  districts,  and,  indeed,  do  everytning  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  purposes  of  the  law.  And  in  order  that  he  may  do  this,  he 
should  be  paid  a liberal  salary,  and  clothed  with  sufficient  powers. 
Much  of  this  power  is  now  vested  in  the  County  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. This  for  celerity  of  action  is  too  unwieldy.  As  the  law 
makes  no  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  Commissioners  for  their 
services,  it  is  difficult  to  get  a sufficient  number  together  in  the 
Board  to  form  a quorum.  It  requires  too  long  a time  to  act, 
and  when  it  does  act,  it  is  generally  with  a divided  senti- 
ment among  the  members.  Its  decrees  are  therefore  but  feebly 
executed.  The  sense  of  rcsponsibilty  is  divided  and  destroyed  on 
such  a body,  and  the  voice  of  praise  or  censure  is  alike  unheeded. 
In  o scope  is  given  to  individual  ambition.  The  work  demanded  to 
be  done  is  great,  but  the  remuneration  is  small.  Far  better  would 
it  be  to  concentrate  the  responsibility  and  power  into  the  hands  of 
a competent  Superintendent,  and  demand  of  him  certain  specific 
duties  to  be  promptly  and  faithfully  discharged. 

Until  a better  feeling  in  regard  to  public  schools  is  established,  it 
would  perhaps  be  well  to  permit  the  County  Superintendents  to 
appoint  the  Commissioners  in  each  district.  There  are  some  good 
reasons  for  suggesting  this  course:  first,  the  people  are  so  apathetic 
and  indifferent  about  schools  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  them  to  hold 
an  election  for  Commissioners;  and  second  when  Commissioners  are 
elected,  they  are  usually  satisfied  with  the  honor  bestowed,  and  if 
they  serve  at  all,  serve  but  poorly.  Sometimes,  however,  they  are 
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in  antagonism  to  the  school  interest,  and  work  to  defeat  it  at  the 
next  election.  Either  apathy  or  ill-will  is  generally  the  result  of 
such  an  election.  If  the  Superintendent  had  the  power  to  appoint 
them,  the  whole  county  could  be  more  rapidly  organized  ; the  best 
men  could  be  selected  for  the  position,  and  if  one  refused  to  serve, 
another  could  be  appointed  without  going  through  the  expense  and 
farce  of  an  election,  and  a more  harmonious  working  and  develop- 
ment of  the  system  could  be  secured.  The  Superintendent  should 
be  elected  by  the  people,  because  his  position  is,  or  should  be  one  of 
honor  and  profit.  Not  so  with  the  Commissioners.  Their  work  is 
laborious  They  must  or  should  feel  a deep  interest  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  schools,  and  the  best  men  should  be  selected  for  that  position 
— men  who  will  work  for  the  good  of  the  cause,  and  who  will  feel 
the  heavy  responsibility  resting  upon  them.  These  Commissioners 
should  visit  every  family  and  present  to  their  consideration  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  to  their  individual  prosperity.  In  short,  the 
whole  labor  of  building  up  public  schools  should  be  sytematized  by 
regarding  the  county  as  the  unit  in  the  work  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent; and  the  school  district  as  the  unit  in  the  work  of  the 
County  Superintendent;  and  the  family  as  the  unit  in  the  work  of 
the  Commissioners. 

The  meagerness  of  the  reports  given  is  sufficient  to  convince  any 
one  that  some  other  method  should  be  devised  to  collect  the  scho- 
lastic statistics  of  the  counties.  the  Clerks  of  the  County  Courts 
have  duties  enough  to  perform,  and  no  one  could  do  the  work  as- 
signed them  so  well  as  a County  Superintendent,  who  in  going  from 
district  to  district,  encouraging  the  schools  and  stimulating  the  citi- 
zens, could  perform  this  duty  more  effectually.  The  business  of 
education  must  be  stimulated.  It  must  not  be  left  as  other  things 
to  the  laws  of  trade.  Those  who  most  need  its  benefits  and  civili- 
zing influences  are  precisely  those  who  take  the  least  interest 
in,  and  feel  the  least  need  of  it.  Unlike  hunger  or  cold,  it 
does  not  force  itself  upon  the  attention,  but  is  none  the  less  needful 
for  all  that.  Casper  Hauser,  who  spent  his  life  in  darkness  and 
silence,  could  conceive  of  no  higher  pleasures  than  he  enjoyed  until 
the  glories  of  the  external  world  were  revealed  to  his  gaze.  These 
glories  existed,  notwithstanding  his  ignorance.  Man  must  be  lifted 
up  to  the  higher  enjoyments  of  life.  His  own  debased  nature  will 
never  direct  him  upward.  A fearful  responsibility  rests  upon  every 
community  that  fails  to  apply  those  means  for  the  removal  of  igno- 
rance, with  its  concomitant  vices,  stupidity  and  superstition  and 
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vagabondism,  that  experience  proves  to  be  best  and  shows  to  be 
necessary.  Let  us  hope,  sir,  that  ere  long  Tennessee  will  take  a 
step  in  this  matter  that  will  reveal  to  the  world  the  transcendent 
brightness  of  the  intellects  of  her  sons  and  daughters.  Let  us  hope 
that  her  action  in  the  matter  may  be  such  as  to  command  the  re- 
spect, and  awaken  the  gratitude,  and  secure  the  admiration  of  pos- 
terity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  B.  KILLEBREW, 
Assistant  State  Superintendent . 


REPORTS  FROM  COUNTIES.  ! 


The  following  enquires  were  directed  to  the  Clerks  of  the  various 
County  Courts : 

1st.  Has  your  County  voted  a tax  for  support  of  Schools?  and  if 
so,  the  amount? 

2d.  Have  Commissioners  been  elected? 

3d.  How  many  Schools  (white  and  colored)  are  in  operation  ? 

4th.  During  how  many  months,  yearly,  can  they  be  kept  open? 

5th.  About  how  many  pupils  are  enrolled? 

6th.  Has  the  scholastic  population  been  reported  to  you?  If  so, 
what  is  it  ? 

To  which  the  following  answers  were  returned  : 

ANDERSON. 

No  tax  has  been  voted;  no  commissioners  elected;  no  schools  in 
operation;  no  enrollment  of  pupils  and  no  report  of  the  scholastic 
population. 

BEDFORD. 

An  election  was  held  in  this  county  on  the  first  Saturday  in  March 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  voters  as  to  levying  a tax  for  school  pur- 
poses. The  proposition  to  levy  such  a tax  was  voted  down.  Yery 
few  v^tes  were  cast,  only  726  out  of  the  4113  in  the  county.  The 
majority  against  the  tax  was  132. 


BENTON. 
No  report. 
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BLEDSOE. 

This  county  voted  a tax  in  1871  of  3 cents  on  the  hundred  dollars 
worth  of  property,  and  25  cents  on  the  poll.  The  whole  amount 
realized  is  only  $707  00,  a sum  too  small  to  effect  much  good.  At  the 
January  Term,  1872,  the  Court  voted  a tax  of  5 cents  on  the  8100, 
and  25  cents  on  polls.  Commissioners  have  been  elected,  but  no 
schools  are  in  operation,  the  amount  of  money  being  sufficient  only 
to  keep  the  schools  open  fiom  one  to  two  months  in  the  year. 

The  scholastic  population  amounted  at  the  last  report  to  1,524,  of 
whom  212  were  colored,  and  1,312  white. 

BLOUNT. 

The  question  of  taxation  for  schools  was  submitted  to  the  people 
on  the  first  Saturday  in  March,  and  lost  by  87  majority. 

BRADLEY. 

The  schools  were  organized  in  this  county  on  the  last  of  March, 
1871,  and  reports  from  private  sources  inform  us  that  the  schools  are 
doing  well  in  every  part  of  the  county.  Aid  has  been  procured 
from  the  Peabody  Fund  for  many  of  the  schools.  There  is  a graded 
school  at  Cleveland,  which  is  represented  as  being  in  a healthy  con- 
dition. It  wTas  organized  four  years  ago.  and  in  discipline,  classifi- 
cation and  arrangement,  is  rapidly  reaching  a high  standard. 

A tax  of  twenty  cents  on  the  8100  was  levied  for  the  year  1871, 
and  commissioners  have  been  elected  in  every  district.  There  are 
forty  schools  in  operation.  Eight  of  those  schools  are  kept  oj}en  for 
ten  months,  and  the  remaining  ones  from  three  to  five  months. 

The  scholastic  population  is  reported  by  commissioners  to  be 
3,479,  of  whom  582  are  colored.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  an 
error  was  made  in  taking  the  population,  and  that  it  will  amount 
fudy  to  5,000. 

It  is  thought  that  with  a little  encouragement  the  county  can  be 
made  to  take  a very  high  stand  in  the  great  work. 

CAMPBELL. 

See  Appendix. 

CANNON. 

The  County  Court  has  levied  a tax  of  15  cents  on  the  8100,  for 
school  purposes,  for  the  year  1872. 
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Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  all  the  districts. 

The  schools  are  suspended  for  the  present  for  want  of  means. 
About  forty  were  kept  up  for  two  months  during  the  year  1871. 

The  number  enrolled  was  3,281.  The  number  of  each  race  is  not 
given. 

CROCKETT. 

1ST o report. 

CARBOLL. 

The  proposition  to  levy  a tax  for  common-schools  was  overwhelm- 
ingly defeated  at  the  election  on  Saturday,  the  2d  of  March.  The 
reasons  for  this  result  are  found  mainly  in  the  fact  that  our  school 
laws  are  generally  regarded  there  as  being  fatally  defective,  insomuch 
that  the  school  tax,  if  collected  and  consumed  under  our  present 
system,  could  be  productive  of  but  little  benefit. 

CARTER. 

This  county  has  voted  a tax  of  twenty  cents  for  the  support  of 
schools  for  the  year  1872.  Commissioners  have  not  been  elected  in 
all  the  districts.  No  answers  to  the  other  questions. 

CHEATHAM. 

The  proposition  to  levy  a county  tax  for  schools  was  lost  by  only 
25  votes,  on  the  first  Saturday  of  March.  Great  exertions  were 
used  by  anti-school  men. 

CLAIBORNE. 

No  report. 

CLAY. 

No  report. 

COCKE. 

Nothing  has  been  done,  except  to  elect  a few  Commissioners.  The 
most  influential  citizens  oppose  public  instruction,  and  the  prospect 
is  rather  gloomy  for  the  establishment  of  schools. 

COFFEE. 

The  County  Court  voted  a tax  of  50  cents  on  each  poll  for  educa- 
tional purposes  for  the  year  1871,  and  Commissioners  were  elected 
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in  all  the  districts.  One  school  in  each  district  was  tanght  for  five 
months.  There  are  3,079  whites  and  434  blacks;  in  all  3513,  that 
constitute  the  scholastic  population.  The  number  cf  enrolled  jmpils 
has  never  been  returned. 

CUMBERLAND. 

No  report. 

DAVIDSON. 

The  following  report  has  been  received  : 

Nashville,  March  8, 1872. 

Dr.  W.  Morrow  : 

Bear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  with  reference  to  the 

Public  Schools  of  Davidson  county,  I have  to  report,  that  our  County 
Court  levies  a tax  of  two  mills  on  property,  and  one-half  mill  on 
privileges,  for  school  purposes,  which  aggregates  annually  a fund  of 
about  $90,000 ; that  the  Commissioners  are  regularly  elected  from 
every  civil  district,  constituting  a Board  of  Education  for  the  county 
and  that  I am  at  present  the  County  Superintendent. 

There  are  91  white  and  28  colored,  total  119  schools  in  operation. 
They  are  open  in  the  country  districts  nine  months  in  the  year,  and 
in  the  first  and  seventeenth  districts  ten  months.  The  total  number 
enrolled  is  6,640,  and  the  scholastic  population  of  the  county  is 
17,725. 

The  first  and  seventeenth  districts  levy  a tax  in  addition  to  tho 
above,  and  have  control  of  their  educational  interests  under  a sepa- 
rate organization — Boards  of  Education  and  Superintendents.  I 
have  not  the  report  from  the  latter  at  hand,  but  append  below  a 
condensed  statement  from  the  Superintendent  of  First  District 
Respectfully,  SAM  E DONELSON, 

County  Superintendent. 


Dr.  W.  Morrow  : 

Bear  Sir:  Nashville  established  a system  of  public  schools 
in  1852,  and  supported  them  by  a municipal  tax,  almost  entirely,  until 
the  present  school  law  took  effect.  We  now  receive  from  the  County 
Trustee  about  $25,000  annually,  and  by  a levy  of  two  mills  on  prop- 
erty, and  one-fourth  mill  on  privileges,  and  from  polls,  raise  about 
$30,000  more;  making  our  yearly  expenditures  about  $55,000.  Our 
Board  of  Education  consists  of  nine  members,  three  of  whom  are 
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elected  yearly,  and  the  Superintendent,  as  their  executive  officer, 
directs  and  controls  the  schools. 

We  have  7 colored  and  25  white  schools  in  operation,  or  a total  of 


32.  The  session  is  for  ten  months  annually, 
is  3,159.  The  scholastic  population  is  6,782. 


The  number  enrolled 


The  average  number  belonging  for  the  last  year  was 2,475 

Average  number  daily  attending 2,326 

Number  of  teachers  employed 60 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  private  schools  last  year 800 


I regret  that  the  haste  with  which  this  memorandum  is  made  pre- 
vents my  giving  you  a more  detailed  report. 

Most  respectfully,  your  ob’t  s’v’t, 

S.  Y.  CALDWELL,  Superintendent. 

Nashville,  March  5,  1872. 


DECATTJE. 

A tax  of  20  cents  on  the  $100  has  recently  been  voted  by  a large 
majority.  Ten  or  twelve  schools  for  the  white  children  were  in 
operation  for  three  or  four  months  during  the  year  1871,  but  none 
for  the  colored  children.  About  300  pupils  attended  the  white 
schools. 

The  scholastic  population  amounts  2,453,  of  whom  229  are  colored 

DE  KALB. 

The  Magistrates  voted  a tax  of  15  cents  on  the  $100,  and  half  the 
amount  of  the  State  tax  on  all  privileges. 

Fifteen  out  of  the  seventeen  districts  elected  Commissioners. 

No  schools  were  in  operation  on  the  20th  of  February.  There  are 
in  the  county  40  public  school-houses.  The  schools  can  be  carried 
on  about  three  months  in  the  year  with  the  funds  derived  from  the 
present  rate  of  taxation. 

There  are  2,008  white,  and  178  colored  children  in  the  county, 
which  compose  the  scholastic  population. 

DICKSON. 

The  people- of  this  county,  at  an  election  held  on  the  first  Satur- 
day of  March,  authorized  a tax  to  be  levied  for  school  purposes.  A 
partial  organization  has  been  made  by  the  election  of  Commission- 
ers in  some  of  the  districts.  The  amount  of  the  tax  will  be  decided 
upon  at  the  April  term  of  the  County  Court. 

B— 8 
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DYER. 

This  county  refused  to  vote  a school  tax.  Commissioners  have 
been  elected,  but  there  arc  no  schools  in  operation.  The  poll  tax  for 
1870  amounted  to  $1,700,  which  when  prorated  among  the  scholars 
between  six  and  eighteen  years,  shows  about  40  cents  per  scholar, 
and  there  being  no  other  fund  there  have  been  no  schools.  When 
the  poll  tax  for  1871  is  collected  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  open  the  schools. 

Total  scholastic  population,  4,259,  of  whom  880  are  black. 

FAYETTE. 

Five  cents  on  the  $100  was  assessed  at  the  January  term  for  school 
purposes.  Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  most  of  the  districts. 
No  other  information  is  given. 

FENTRESS. 

This  county  has  done  nobly,  levying  a tax  for  the  year  1872  of  40 
cents  on  the  $100  of  taxable  property,  and  fifty  cents  on  the  poll  for 
school  purposes.  Commissioners  have  been  elected  and  the  schools 
will  be  put  in  operation  just  as  sooipas  collections  begin.  They  will 
be  kept  up  at  least  three  months.  The  scholastic  population  for  the 
year  1871  was  1669.  Complaint  is  made  that  the  Commissioners  do 
not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  forwarding  their  reports  to 
the  County  Court  Clerk. 

FRANKLIN. 

This  county  has  voted  a tax  of  25  cents  on  the  $100.  But  few 
Commissioners  were  elected  up  to  the  first  of  February.  No  other 
information  is  given.  The  Magistrates  have  not  been  furnished  with 
a copy  of  the  school  law. 

GIBSON. 

This  county  is  laying  a broad  and  solid  foundation  for  her  school 
system.  The  County  Court,  at  its  January  term  levied  a tax  of  25 
cents  on  the  $100,  and  increased  the  poll  tax  to  $2  00,  which  is  by 
law  set  apart  for  school  purposes.  Commissioners  have  been  elected 
in  every  district.  It  is  thought  that  the  County  Court  will  levy  a 
tax  next  January  so  as  to  keep  up  the  schools  ten  months  in  the 
year.  The  schools  have  been  opened  only  partially.  But  prepara- 
tions are  being  made  to  open  them  all  in  August  next. 

The  scholastic  population  which  was  reported  on  the  30th  of  June, 
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1871,  was:  White  males,  3,050— white  females,  2,723;  total  whites, 
5,873.  Colored  males,  1,118 — colored  females,  1,035  ; total  colored, 
2,153.  Grand  total,  8,026. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  the  Board  of  Education  met,  Col.  L.  P. 
McMurray,  President,  and  A.  S.  Currey,  Secretary  and  Superin- 
tendent. 

The  Superintendent  submitted  the  following  report,  which,  on 
motion  of  M.  Whitten,  was  received  and  referred  to  a committee  of 
five,  to  report  at  the  next  meeting: 

To  the  School  Commissioners  of  Gibson  County  : 

On  the  last  Thursday  in  December  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation was  attempted  to  be  held,  as  required  by  law,  but  for  want 
of  a quorum— only  eight  districts  being  represented — the  Commis- 
sioners were  unable  to  transact  any  business;  but  by  a unanimous 
vote  requested  the  President  and  Secretary  to  urge  the  County  Court 
to  levy  a tax  of  not  legs  than  25  cents  for  common  school  purposes. 
The  County  Court  at  its  January  term  very  generously  and  with 
almost  entire  unanimity  acceded  to  this  request,  and  levied  a tax  of 
25  cents  on  the  $100,  upon  all  taxables,  and  increased  the  poll  tax 
to  $2,  which  by  law  is  to  be  set  apart  for  public  schools.  The  Com_ 
missioners,  at  the  same  meeting,  deemed  it  advisable  to  call  another 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education  on  the  first  Monday  in  February 
and  accordingly  you  have  been  notified  and  requested  to  meet  to-day, 
for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  your  organization  as  a Board  and 
prej>aring  to  commence  operations  as  early  as  practicable  under  the 
present  public  school  system.  Although  the  school  fund  to  be  raised 
during  the  present  year  is  not  as  much  as  the  friends  of  Public  Edu- 
cation would  deem  necessary  to  keep  in  operation  our  Public  Schools, 
yet  in  view  of  the  onerous  taxes  upon  the  people,  it  was  thought 
that  a half  loaf  would  be  better  than  none,  and  that  the  amount 
realized  from  all  sources  would  be  sufficient  for  at  least  five  months 
during  the  year.  The  taxable  property  of  Gibson  county  last  year 
was  valued  by  your  assessors  at  $6,475,536.  With  a similar  valua- 
tion for  1872,  the  tax  at  25c  will  yield  a school  fund  of  $16,188.84, 
and  the  poll  tax  ($2)  an  additional  sum  of  $7,478.00,  amountiug  in 
all  to  $22,666.84.  We  may  very  safely  estimate  that  the  School  Fund 
to  be  collected  for  the  present  year,  from  all  sources,  including  the 
ad  valorem  tax  and  the  tax  upon  privileges,  yet  to  be  levied,  will 
not  be  less  than  $25,000.  But  under  the  present  law  the  collection 
of  this  tax,  except  upon  privileges,  will  not  commence  until  the  first 
of  October  next,  and  we  cannot  possibly  depend  upon  one  half  of 
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the  amount  being  collected  before  the  first  of  January.  These  facts 
should  be  considered  by  the  Commissioners,  in  connection  with  the 
proper  time  to  commence  the  public  schools.  There  is  much  anxiety 
on  the  part  of  the  people  to  begin  now,  in  fact  some  of  the  Commis- 
sioners have  already  opened  their  “free  schools  ’ with  the  small 
means  on  hand.  Is  not  this  premature,  and  can  it  give  satisfaction 
unless  it  is  generally  applied  in  the  district?  Others  again  have 
very  judiciously  reserved  their  funds  until  a sufficient  amount  can 
be  accumulated  to  put  the  public  schools  of  their  districts  in  success- 
ful operation.  These  districts,  we  may  reasonably  expect,  will  have 
flourishing  schools  while  the  former  will  languish  and  droop  for  want 
of  the  means  which  they  have  prematurely  expended  upon  particu- 
lar localities.  It  is  a matter  of  great  importance  to  our  public 
school  system  that  some  unanimity  should  be  observed  as  to  the  time 
of  commencing  our  schools,  and  in  the  mode  of  instruction,  which 
embraces  not  only  the  discipline  but  the  series  of  text-books  to  be 
used  throughout  the  county.  Let  us  then  perfect  all  our  arrange- 
ments with  a view  to  commencing  all  our  public  schools  upon  some 
day  agreed  upon  throughout  the  whole  county,  not  sooner,  however, 
than  the  first  day  of  July  next.  Earlier  than  this,  I think  would  be 
impracticable.  In  the  meantime  we  can  select  a suitable  series  of 
school-books  to  be  used  in  all  the  schools,  prescribe  the  limit  of  in- 
struction adapted  to  the  means  at  our  command,  adopt  the  necessary 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  schools,  construct  good  and  commo- 
dious school-houses  convenient  to  the  people  of  your  districts,  elect 
and  employ  competent  teachers,  and  the  duties  of  your  Superin- 
tendent should  be  defined,  so  as  to  instruct  and  co-operate  with  the 
School  Commi  • si  oners  of  each  district,  and  he  should  be  required  to 
visit  and  inspect  the  management  of  each  of  the  schools.  If  we 
wish  to  accomplish  any  good  with  our  public  schools,  we  must  begin 
right,  and  let  the  whole  system  be  carried  on  simultaneously.  If 
our  public  school  system  is  a success  or  failure,  the  credit  or  blame 
is  due  to  the  School  Commissioners  themselves,  and  with  the  system 
itself.  Our  aim  should  be  to  make  our  public  schools  better  than 
any  we  have  heretofore  had.  If  they  are  inferior  to  other  schools, 
they  will  fail  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  people  and  accomplish  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  designed. 

A.  S.  CURLEY,  Sec.  and  Supt. 

The  President  appointed  M.  Whitten,  B.  C.  Scruggs,  S.  M.  Pearce, 
W.  G-.  Crank  and  J.  M Senter. 
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The  Board  then  adjourned  until  the  last  Thursday  in  March, 
owing  to  the  County  Court  being  in  session. 

The  interest  manifested  by  the  people  of  Gibson  in  her  public 
schools  is  very  great,  and  contrasts  favorably  with  the  apathy  and 
indifference  shown  by  other  counties,  whose  degree  of  ignorance  is 
tenfold  greater  than  in  Gibson.  Her  action,  however,  upon  this 
subject  only  insures,  what  was  before  highly  probable,  that  it  will 
in  a few  years  become  the  wealthiest  county  in  West  Tennessee, 
Shelby  only  excepted.  Her  example  is  heartily  commended  to  those 
counties  that  are  still  lingering  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  bonds  of 
ignorance. 

GILES. 

Ho  report,  though  we  understand  from  a private  source  that  the 
school  tax  has  recently  been  rejected.  The  greatest  objection  to  the 
levying  of  a school  tax  is  the  number  of  negroes  in  this  county,  who 
will,  it  is  thought,  reap  the  greatest  advantages  from  such  a tax. 
Other  citizens  are  of  opinion  that  schools  will  make  them  still  more 
inefficient  and  unreliable  as  laborers.  Time  alone  will  dissipate  this 
error. 

GKAIHGEB. 

Has  voted  no  school  tax,  but  Commissioners  have  been  elected, 
and  three  schools  are  in  operation  in  the  county. 

There  are  3,200  children  reported  in  the  county  between  six  and 
eighteen  years  of  age,  of  whom  24  are  colored. 

Ho  other  information  given.  The  Clerk  expresses  the  belief  that 
the  people  are  kindly  disposed  to  public  schools,  but  need  instruction 
in  the  matter.  A specific  plan  of  organization  is  wanted,  which  he 
will  find  in  the  publication  of  the  school  laws  sent  him  for  distribu- 
tion! among  the  magistrates. 

GEEEHE 

Levied  a tax  of  15  cents  on  the  $100,  at  the  April  Term  of  the 
bounty  Court,  for  the  year  1871.  Also,  a tax  on  privileges,  and  a, 
poll  tax,  for  school  purposes,  of  50  cents.  The  same  tax  was  levied 
at  the  January  Term  for  1872.  The  privilege  tax  is  only  one-fourth 
the  tax  laid  by  the  State  on  privileges.  The  amount  realized  for 
1871,  was : 
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the  amount  being  collected  before  the  first  of  January.  These  facts 
should  be  considered  by  the  Commissioners,  in  connection  with  the 
proper  time  to  commence  the  public  schools.  There  is  much  anxiety 
on  the  part  of  the  people  to  begin  now,  in  fact  some  of  the  Commis- 
sioners have  already  opened  their  “free  schools  with  the  small 
means  on  hand.  Is  not  this  premature,  and  can  it  give  satisfaction 
unless  it  is  generally  applied  in  the  district?  Others  again  have 
very  judiciously  reserved  their  funds  until  a sufficient  amount  can 
be  accumulated  to  put  the  public  schools  of  their  districts  in  success- 
ful operation.  These  districts,  we  may  reasonably  expect,  will  have 
flourishing  schools  while  the  former  will  languish  and  droop  for  want 
of  the  means  which  they  have  prematurely  expended  upon  particu- 
lar localities.  It  is  a matter  of  great  importance  to  our  public 
school  system  that  some  unanimity  should  be  observed  as  to  the  time 
of  commencing  our  schools,  and  in  the  mode  of  instruction,  which 
embraces  not  only  the  discipline  but  the  series  of  text-books  to  be 
used  throughout  the  county.  Let  us  then  perfect  all  our  arrange- 
ments with  a view  to  commencing  all  our  public  schools  upon  some 
day  agreed  upon  throughout  the  whole  county,  not  sooner,  however, 
than  the  first  day  of  July  next.  Earlier  than  this.  I think  would  be 
impracticable.  In  the  meantime  we  can  select  a suitable  series  of 
school-books  to  be  used  in  all  the  schools,  prescribe  the  limit  of  in- 
struction adapted  to  the  means  at  our  command,  adopt  the  necessary 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  schools,  construct  good  and  commo- 
dious school-houses  convenient  to  the  people  of  your  districts,  elect 
and  employ  competent  teachers,  and  the  duties  of  your  Superin- 
tendent should  be  defined,  so  as  to  instruct  and  co-operate  with  the 
School  Commi  sioners  of  each  district,  and  he  should  be  required  to 
visit  and  inspect  the  management  of  each  of  the  schools.  If  we 
wish  to  accomplish  any  good  with  our  public  schools,  we  must  begin 
right,  and  let  the  whole  system  be  carried  on  simultaneously.  If 
our  public  school  system  is  a success  or  failure,  the  credit  or  blame 
is  due  to  the  School  Commissioners  themselves,  and  with  the  system 
itself.  Our  aim  should  be  to  make  our  public  schools  better  than 
any  we  have  heretofore  had.  If  they  are  inferior  to  other  schools, 
they  will  fail  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  people  and  accomplish  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  designed. 

A.  S.  CIJBBEY,  Sec.  and  Supt. 

The  President  appointed  M.  Whitten,  B.  C.  Scruggs,  S.  M.  Pearce, 
W.  Gr.  Crank  and  J.  M Senter. 
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The  Board  then  adjourned  until  the  last  Thursday  in  March, 
owing  to  the  County  Court  being  in  session. 

The  interest  manifested  by  the  people  of  Gibson  in  her  public 
schools  is  very  great,  and  contrasts  favorably  with  the  apathy  and 
indifference  shown  by  other  counties,  whose  degree  of  ignorance  is 
tenfold  greater  than  in  Gribson.  Her  action,  however,  upon  this 
subject  only  insures,  what  was  before  highly  probable,  that  it  will 
in  a few  years  become  the  wealthiest  county  in  West  Tennessee, 
Shelby  only  excepted.  Her  example  is  heartily  commended  to  those 
counties  that  are  still  lingering  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  bonds  of 
ignorance. 

GILES. 

Ho  report,  though  we  understand  from  a private  source  that  the 
school  tax  has  recently  been  rejected.  The  greatest  objection  to  the 
levying  of  a school  tax  is  the  number  of  negroes  in  this  county,  who 
will,  it  is  thought,  reap  the  greatest  advantages  from  such  a tax. 
Other  citizens  are  of  opinion  that  schools  will  make  them  still  more 
inefficient  and  unreliable  as  laborers.  Time  alone  will  dissipate  this 
error. 

GRAINGER. 

Has  voted  no  school  tax,  but  Commissioners  have  been  elected, 
and  three  schools  are  in  operation  in  the  county. 

There  are  3,200  children  reported  in  the  county  between  six  and 
eighteen  years  of  age,  of  whom  24  are  colored. 

Ho  other  information  given.  The  Clerk  expresses  the  belief  that 
the  people  are  kindty  disposed  to  public  schools,  but  need  instruction 
in  the  matter.  A specific  plan  of  organization  is  wanted,  which  he 
will  find  in  the  publication  of  the  school  laws  sent  him  for  distribu- 
tion! among  the  magistrates. 

GREEHE 

Levied  a tax  of  15  cents  on  the  $100,  at  the  April  Term- of  the 
bounty  Court,  for  the  year  1871.  Also,  a tax  on  privileges,  and  a 
poll  tax,  for  school  purposes,  of  50  cents.  The  same  tax  was  levied 
at  the  January  Term  for  1872.  The  privilege  tax  is  only  one-fourth 
the  tax  laid  by  the  State  on  privileges.  The  amount  realized  for 
1871,  was : 


On  tax  on  property . $7,507  50 

Privileges 290  43 

Poll  tax 2,943  75 


Total $10,738  68 


A full  Board  of  Commissioners,  representing  every  district,  has 
been  elected. 

Seven  white  schools  were  in  operation  on  the  30th  of  January, 
averaging  30  scholars  each,  and  three  colored  schools,  averaging  18 
scholars. 

The  schools  can  be  kept  up  five  months  in  the  year. 

The  scholastic  population  amounts  to  6,714,  of  whom  531  are  col- 
ored. 

GHUNHY 

Has  voted  a tax  of  20  cents  on  the  $100.  It  also  gives  the  county 
poll  tax,  and  15  cents  on  all  privileges. 

Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  all  the  districts,  but  no  schools 
were  in  operation  on  the  8th  of  February. 

It  is  thought  that  the  schools  can  bo  kept  up  nine  months  in  the 
year. 

There  are  thirty-five  scholars  on  an  average  that  attend  each  dis- 
trict school  when  in  operation. 

The  scholastic  population  numbers  1,399. 

HAMILTON. 

The  County  Court  of  this  county  levied  a tax  at  the  April  term, 
1871,  for  the  support  of  schools,  from  which  the  amount  of  $9,000 
was  raised,  which  gave  nearly  $2.00  for  each  scholar. 

Commissioners  have  been  elected,  hut  the  schools  in  the  county 
were  all  suspended  at  the  making  of  the  report  in  February. 

The  schools  in  the  city  of  Chattanooga  are  in  a flourishing  condi- 
tion. About  twelve  schools  are  in  operation,  and  the  announcement 
iis  made  that  a colored  school  will  be  taught  in  every  ward  where 
tlswsaae  is  none  in  operation. 

The  whole  number  of  the  scholastic  population  for  the  county  is 
4o5L,  of  whom  1224  are  colored. 

HAMBLEN 

Has  voted  a tax  of  15  cents  on  the  $100,  and  Commissioners  have 
been  elected  in  all  districts.  There  are  in  the  county  28  school  dis- 
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tricts,  and  one  school  for  whites  has  been  taught  in  each  district  for 
from  three  to  five  months.  Six  schools  for  colored  children  have 
been  taught  for  the  same  time  in  the  county. 

About  1200  pupils  are  enrolled  at  the  various  schools. 

The  scholastic  population  of  the  county  amounts  to  2,584,  of  whom 
893  are  colored. 

Each  Magistrate  of  the  county  has  been  furnished  with  a copy  of 
the  laws,  relating  to  common  schools,  recently  compiled  and  pub- 
lished, with  the  plan  of  organization  for  the  Davidson  county  schools 
appended. 

HANCOCK. 

This  county  has  levied  a small  tax  for  school  purposes — 10  cents 
on  the  $100.  As  might  be  expected  with  so  small  an  amount,  no 
Commissioners  have  been  elected,  and  no  statistics  have  been  col- 
lected. 

The  step,  however,  is  in  the  right  direction,  as  the  Court  last  year 
refused  to  levy  any  tax.  Let  it  be  known,  once  for  all,  that  to  make 
public  schools  popular,  a sufficient  tax  should  be  levied  to  make 
them  capable  cf  accomplishing  the  ends  for  which  they  are  intended, 
the  instruction  and  elevation  of  the  children  of  the  country. 

HARDEMAN. 

Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  this  county,  but  with  little  to 
do,  as  the  county  has  voted  no  school  tax.  The  scholastic  popula- 
tion in  only  six  of  the  districts  has  been  taken.  The  reported  num- 
ber in  these  is  1524.  There  is  no  interest  felt  in  the  county  on  the 
subject  of  public  instruction. 

HARDIN. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  this  county.  But  few  Commissioners 
have  been  elected,  and  no  returns  made  of  the  scholastic  population. 

HAWKINS. 

Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  only  a portion  of  the  districts, 
and  no  enumeration  of  the  scholastic  population  has  been  made 
throughout  the  county.  A partial  report  is  given,  which  shows 
2,800  children  within  the  scholastic  age.  Of  course  no  tax  has  been 
levied  in  this  county. 


60 


HAYWOOD. 

No  report. 

HENDERSON. 

No  report. 

HENRY. 

No  report. 

HICKMAN 

Raised  for  taxation  for  school  purposes  for  the  year  1871,  $2,013  54 

Commissioners  elected.  All  schools  suspended  at  present.  Schools 
could  be  kept  open  from  three  to  five  months  with  the  funds  attain- 
able. 

The  scholastic  population  amounts  to  3,203. 

HUMPHREYS. 

No  report. 

HOUSTON. 

This  little  county,  recently  organized,  has  placed  upon  record  her 
earnest  desire  to  have  her  children  instructed,  by  levying  a tax  of 
20  cents  on  the  $100,  50  cents  on  polls,  and  one-half  the  tax  on  priv- 
ileges, for  public  instruction.  Commissioners  are  elected,  and,  though 
the  schools  on  the  30th  of  January  were  suspended,  they  will  be  re- 
sumed, it  is  expected,  in  a short  time. 

Scholastic  population — whites,  1,001  ; colored  246.  Total  1,247. 

JACKSON 

Yoted  down  the  tax  submitted  on  the  first  Saturday  in  March. 
The  vote  was  very  light,  and  no  effort  was  made  to  have  it  carried. 

JAMES. 

The  County  Court  Clerk  writes: 

“Our  county  has  voted  a school  tax,  but  the  amount  of  said  tax 
has  not  been  levied,  but  will  be  at  the  April  Term  of  Court. 

School  Commissioners  have  been  elected,  and  will  organize  at  an 
early  day. 

There  are  no  free  schools  in  our  county  in  operation,  nor  has  there 
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been  since  its  organization.  We  have  no  school  fund  except  that 
derived  from  poll  tax. 

The  scholastic  population  has  not  been  fully  reported  to  me.  I 
can  give  the  scholastic  population  very  nearly  correct.  There  has 
been  about  twelve  hundred  scholars  reported,  and  two  districts  not 
reported,  which  will  return  about  three  hundred  scholars  more,  which 
will  make  our  scholastic  population  about  fifteen  hundred.” 

This  is  a new  county,  and  has  shown  an  earnest  of  what  it  will  do 
in  the  future. 

JEFFERSON 

•Levied  a tax  of  $8,775.94  for  1870;  $3,936  for  1871;  and  about 
$6,000  for  1872,  all  for  public  instruction.  Commissioners  are  elected, 
but  no  recent  reports  have  been  made  as  to  the  number  of  schools 
taught.  Scholastic  population — white,  3,898;  colored  620. 

JOHNSON. 

Magistrates  pay  no  attention  to  the  law  requiring  them  to  submit 
the  levying  of  a tax  to  a vote  of  the  people. 

KNOX. 

The  Clerk  of  of  the  County  Court  says : 

“Knox  county  voted  a tax  of  two  mills  for  1871,  and  also  for  1872. 
Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  every  district  in  the  county. 
As  to  the  schools  in  operation  I do  not  know,  as  their  annual  report 
for  1872  is  not  yet  due,  and  there  was  none  in  operation  at  time  of 
last  report.  The  scholastic  population  of  this  county  was  at  July 
1st,  1871,  8,673.  This  is  all  the  information  that  I can  give  at  pres- 
ent, but  please  understand  that  I will  take  pleasure  in  giving  you 
any  information  that  you  may  desire,  and  that  I can  obtain,  at 
any  time  that  you  demand  the  same.” 

LAKE. 

No  report. 

LAUDERDALE. 

No  tax  levied.  Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  all  the  dis- 
tricts, but  refuse  to  act  in  many  of  them.  No  schools.  A partial 
report  of  the  scholastic  population  gives  2,477. 

B— 9 
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LAWRENCE. 

Nothing  whatever  has  been  done  in  this  county. 

LEWIS. 

Nothing  effected,  but  the  election  of  a few  Commissioners,  and 
they  refuse  to  serve. 

LINCOLN. 

At  the  January  term,  the  County  Court  of  this  prosperous  county 
levied  a tax  of  30  cents  on  the  $100,  which  with  $1,785  on  polls,  will 
make  about  $17,134. 

A full  Board  of  Commissioners  have  been  elected,  and  85  schools, 
with  an  average  of  35  scholars  each,  were  in  operation  last  year, 
making  the  number  of  pupils  attending  the  public  schools,  2,375. 
It  is  thought  these  schools  can  be  kept  up  with  the  present  levy  five 
or  six  months  a year. 

Scholastic  population,  8,292. 

LOUDON. 

This  county  has  done  nothing  but  elect  a few  Commissioners. 

MACON. 

No  tax  levied.  No  schools.  Commissioners  elected  in  eight  out  of 
the  twelve  districts  in  the  county.  Eight  districts  report  a scholastic 
population — whites,  1,015 ; colored  154.  Total  1,162. 

MADISON. 

Nothing  done.  Magistrates  have  failed  or  refused  to  recognize 
the  existence  of  the  school  law.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  some 
action  will  be  taken  in  a short  time. 

McMINN. 

An  election  was  ordered  to  take  the  sense  of  the  people  as  to 
voting  a tax  for  school  purposes.  It  takes  place  sometime  in  March. 
The  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  expresses  the  opinion  that  it  will  be 
voted  down.  Nothing  done — not  even  an  enumeration  made  of  the 
scholastic  population. 

McNAIRY. 

A tax  of  20  cents  on  the  $100  was  levied  at  the  January  term  for 
school  purposes.  Commissioners  elected.  Four  months  has  been 
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the  longest  time  schools  have  been  kept  lip.  The  amount  which 
will  be  realized  from  the  school  tax  for  1872  will  reach  $4,000. 

Scholastic  population  in  1871,  7,386. 

The  Clerk  nf  the  County  Court  manifests  quite  an  interest  in 
school  matters,  and  asks  who  is  to  control  the  schools?  The  Com- 
missioners of  common  schools  of  each  civil  district  controls  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  schools  in  their  district,  subject,  of  coarse,  to  the 
action  of  the  Board  of  Education,  which  is  composed  of  the  Com- 
missioners from  every  district  in  the  county. 

MARION. 

Thirty  cents  on  the  $100  was  levied  for  public  instruction  in  1871 
also  all  the  poll  tax.  From  this  the  amount  of  $4,497.04  was  col- 
ected.  A few  of  the  districts  have  failed  to  elect  Commissioners. 

The  scholastic  population  from  only  the  3d,  4th,  6th  and  8th  dis- 
tricts has  been  reported,  which  amounts  in  these  districts  to  855- 
A county  that  has  levied  such  a liberal  tax  should  surely  be  able  to 
find  persons  who  will  act  as  Commissioners. 

MARSHALL. 

The  Magistrates  have  virtually  ignored  the  existence  of  the  school 
laws — neither  levying  a tax  nor  submitting  the  same  to  a vote  of  the 
people. 

MAURY. 

This  county  has  levied  a tax  sufficient  to  raise  about  five  thousand 
dollars,  which,  added  to  the  amount  now  on  hand,  some  seven  thou- 
sand dollars,  will  give  about  twelve  thousand  dollars  for  common 
school  purposes  for  the  present  year.  Commissioners  have  been 
elected  in  all  the  districts,  and  schools  will  probably  be  opened  in 
every  district  in  a short  time. 

MEIGS. 

No  school  tax  voted.  But  few  schools  of  any  kind  in  operation. 
1,691  were  reported  as  belonging  to  the  scholastic  population. 

MONROE. 

Nothing  done.  A private  letter  says  : 

“ It  is  folly  to  organize,  or  even  to  attempt  to  organize  a system 
of  schools,  while  the  County  Court  controls  the  matter.  I have  not 
the  most  distant  idea  that  they  will  ever  assess  a tax  for  that  pur- 
pose. 
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If  the  State  would  inaugurate  a system,  and  levy  a tax,  we  pos- 
sibly might  take  a start  in  the  right  direction.  Our  citizens  never 
complained  of  the  school  tax.  We  had  flourishing  schools  until  the 
money  was  all  squandered,  and  those  who  had  been  employed  as 
teachers  were  forced  to  sacrifice  their  claims,  became  disgusted  with 
the  management,  and  retired  from  the  occupation.  I can  offer  you 
no  encouragement  for  the  future,  without  you  can  infuse  some  ener- 
gy and  life  in  our  Court.” 


MONTGOMERY. 

This  county  voted  for  common  schools  for  the  year  1870, .$12, 076. 30, 
and  for  1871,  $13,946.79. 

Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  all  the  school  districts  in  the 
county. 

There  are  no  schools  now  in  operation.  It  was  thought  best  to 
wait  until  collections  were  made. 

There  were  taught  in  1870  about  sixty  schools  in  the  county  five 
months,  and  for  the  year  1871  about  the  same  number,  sixty,  for  two 
and  a half  months,  which  exhausted  the  funds  on  hand,  and  the 
Commissioners  have  discontinued  the  schools. 

The  delay  in  the  collection  of  taxes  was  the  sole  cause  of  the  sus- 
penpension  of  the  schools.  It  was  found  impossible  to  meet  the  just 
demands  of  the  teachers  with  the  amount  of  taxes  collected.  These 
schools  gave  satisfaction  in  every  part  of  the  county,  and  the  only 
drawback  to  them  has  been  the  tardiness  with  which  collections 
were  made.  The  suspension  after  teaching  only  two  and  a half 
months  gave  rise  to  a good  many  complaints,  but  no  plan  could  be 
devised  to  keep  up  the  schools,  and  pay  the  teachers,  except  to  col- 
lect the  tax. 


The  scholastic  population  for  1870  was... 7,903 

“ “ “ “ 1871  was 7,381 


The  County  Court  postponed  the  levy  of  taxes  for  1872,  until  the 
April  Term  of  the  Court. 


MORGAN. 

No  school  tax  voted  yet.  Commissioners  have  been  elected  in 
part  of  the  districts  only.  There  is  but  one  school  in  operation^ 
which  can  be  kept  up  nine  months  in  the  year.  Scholastic  popular 
tion  not  reported. 
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OBION. 

A vote  was  taken  in  this  county  on  the  first  Saturday  in  March 
to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  people  as  to  levying  a school  tax, 
which  resulted  in  its  defeat.  40  white  schools  and  4 colored  were 
kept  open  five  months  in  the  year. 

The  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  writes : 

The  report  of  the  scholastic  population,  ending  1st  October,  1871, 
has  not  been  handed  in  fully  as  it  was  for  1870,  therefore  I have 
been  -waiting  for  same,  and  will  not  be  able  to  get  it  from  the  fact 
that  quite  a number  of  Commissioners  in  different  districts  have 
resigned,  and  it  is  a very  hard  matter  to  get  others  to  accept  or  to 
take  hold  of  the  matter,  as  they  say  there  is  a penalty  for  non-per- 
formance of  duties,  and  no  pay  in  the  same;  do  not  understand  the 
law,  and  a hundred  other  things  and  objections.  Scholastic  popula- 
tion 6,000 ; and  that  is  all  I can  report,  save  there  is  but  very  little 
interest  taken  in  the  cause  of  public  instruction,  as  a great  many 
think  it  a failure,  or  a system  incomplete.” 

OYERTOM. 

The  vote  was  submitted  by  the  Court  on  the  10th  of  February 
last.  The  result  106  for  it,  and  500  against  it.  There  was  a Rail- 
road tax  submitted'  the  same  day,  one  cause  why  the  vote  for  the 
school  tax  was  so  small.  Also  the  people  do  not  like  the  present 
system  of  laws  regulating  common  schools  ; believe  it  a waste  of  their 
money.  The  hardness  of  the  times  and  great  scarcity  of  money 
also  proved  a great  barrier  to  the  voting  of  the  tax. 

PERRY. 

The  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  in  response  to  inquiries  writes : 

In  regard  to  Common  Schools  in  Perry  county,  I am  sorry  to  in- 
form you  that  they  are  almost  entirely  neglected.  There  has  been 
no  organization  since  the  war.  We  have  a few  schools  carried  on 
by  subscription,  and  one  academic  school.  Our  county  has  not 
voted  a tax  for  support  of  schools,  and  the  scholastic  population  of 
this  county  has- not  been  reported  to  me  for  1872. 

POLK. 

Yoted  a school  tax  of  20  cents  on  the  $100,  realizing  therefrom 
$2,352.18.  Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  eight  districts  out  of 
ten.  Several  schools  taught  since  July,  1871,  but  no  report  of  the 
number  made. 


Scholastic  population  reported,  1,201.  The  Clerk  says  in  the  con- 
clusion of  his  report: 

It  might  be  proper  for  me  to  state  that  the  sheriff  has  advertised, 
time  and  again,  in  some  of  the  districts,  and  no  one  to  be  found  who 
would  have  the  Commissioner’s  place. 

On  the  first  Monday  in  January  the  County  Court  voted  down  a 
a school  tax,  but  ordered  an  election  for  the  people  to  decide  whether 
they  would  have  a tax  assessed  for  school  purposes  or  not. 

PUTNAM. 

No  report. 

RHEA. 

Nothing  has  been  done  except  to  elect  Commissioners  in  three 
districts.  The  Trustee  for  the  County  holds  $400  in  State  warrants, 
and  $265  arising  from  poll  tax  for  school  purposes. 

ROANE. 

Levied  a tax  in  January,  1871,  of  ten  cents  on  the  $100  for  schools. 
A much  larger  tax  would  have  been  levied  but  for  the  fact  that  the 
county  had  to  meet  its  obligation  for  a Poor  house  farm.  It  is  thought 
that  20  cents  will  be  levied  for  school  purposes  in  April,  1872.  Com- 
missioners were  elected  in  every  part  of  the  county,  and  an  increased 
and  growing  interest  is  felt  on  the  subject.  Very  few  schools  were 
in  operation  during  the  past  year  because  it  was  thought  best  to 
collect  the  money  before  expending  it. 

ROBERTSON. 

The  proposition  to  levy  a tax  was  voted  down  on  the  fourth  Sat- 
urday in  March.  Nothing  done.  There  is,  however,  a growing 
feeling  in  favor  of  public  schools,  especially  in  the  towns.  The  friends 
of  education  feel  confident  that  the  action  of  the  people  in  rejecting 
a school  tax  will  be  reversed  when  the  subject  is  more  thoroughly 
studied  and  canvassed. 


RUTHERFORD. 

At  the  January  term  the  County  Court  levied  a tax  of  15  cents  on 
the  $100  for  school  purposes.  No  report  has  been  received  from 
the  Clerk. 
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SCOTT. 

Nothing  received  from  this  county  except  to  take  the  number  of 
the  scholastic  population,  which  is, 


White 1,614 

Colored  7 

Total 1,621 


SEQUATCHIE 

Has  levied  a tax  of  30  cents  on  the  $100  worth  of  taxable  property, 
and  50  cents  on  each  poll  for  public  instruction  for  the  year  1872 
Commissioners  were  elected  in  August,  1871.  The  fall  schools  hav-* 
ing  closed  about  Christmas,  there  are  no  schools  in  operation  at 
present.  They  will  be  resumed  about  the  first  of  July. 

The  amount  raised  by  local  taxation  will  enable  the  schools  to  con- 
tinue in  operation  about  five  months  annually,  in  each  of  the  14 
school  districts  in  the  county. 

The  scholastic  population  as  reported  on  the  30th  of  June,  1871, 
numbered  770. 

The  Commissioners  have  not  organized  themselves  in  a County 
Board  of  Education,  but  it  is  thought  they  will  do  so  at  an  early  day. 

No  tax  was  levied-last  year  and  of  course  but  little  interest  taken 
in  public  schools. 

SEYIER. 

The  magistrates  have  taken  no  action.  Majority  of  citizens  are 

desirous  that  some  action  should  be  taken  as  is  evidenced  bv  their 

«/ 

having  elected  Commissioners  in  every  part  of  the  county. 

SHELBY. 

No  report  except  from  Memphis.  No  tax  levied  for  a county  sys- 
tem. 

In  Memphis  City  Schools  a fund  is  realized  follows : 


From  municipal  school  tax $62,000.00 

From  tuition  fees 1,000.00 

From  building  fund 2,300.00 


$64,300.00 

Last  year  an  amount  in  excess  of  this  of  25,000.00  was  expended, 
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making  total  cost  of  running  their  schools  for  the  year  $89,309.00. 
Scholastic  population  is  9,909;  Total  enrolled,  5,000. 

The  public  school  system  of  Memphis  has  been  in  operation  nine- 
teen years.  The  eighteenth  annual  report  showed  an  average  en- 
rollment of  3,409,  with  an  average  attendance  of  1,850.  The  school 
department  of  the  city  government  is  managed  by  a Board  of  School 
Visitors,  two  from  each  ward,  who  are  elected  annually.  A regu- 
lar course  of  graded  study  is  prescribed.  Ancient  and  modern 
languages  and  the  higher  mathematics  are  taught  in  the  High 
Schools.  The  salaries  of  Superintendent,  Teachers,  etc.,  have  aver- 
aged about  as  follows:  Superintendent,  $175  per  month;  Secretary, 
$100  per  month  ; Principal  of  Male  High  School,  $150  per  month ; 
Principal  of  Female  High  School,  $125  per  month;  Male  Principals 
of  other  schools,  $100  per  month ; Male  Teachers,  from  $100  to 
$110  per  month;  Female  Teachers,  from  $50  to  $75  and  $80  per 
month. 

The  schools  of  the  city  are  in  a healthful  condition,  exhibiting 
increasing  attendance  and  usefulness. 

SMITH. 

Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  this  county,  but  no  tax  has 
been  levied.  The  scholastic  population  numbers  4,266.  Ho  other 
information  given  by  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Court. 

STEWABT. 

This  county  has  voted  no  school  tax,  and  but  few  Commissioners 


have  been  elected. 

Scholastic  population — White 2,723 

“ “ Colored 664 


Total 3,387 


The  Clerk  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  if  the  county  does 
not  levy  a school  tax,  to  have  no  money  at'  all,  as  the  amount  dis- 
tributed by  the  State  is  so  small  as  to  serve  no  good  purpose  and 
operates  only  as  a discouragement  to  private  enterprises. 

SULLIVAN. 

The  County  Court  of  this  county  refused  to  levy  a tax,  but  sub^ 
mitted  to  the  public  the  question  of  levying  an  ad  valorem  tax  of  20 
cents  on  the  $100  worth  of  property,  which  was  lost. 
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Commissioners  have  been  elected  in  a majority  of  the  districts,  but 
take  but  little  interest  in  the  matter.  The  Clerk  in  reply  to  the  in- 
terrogatories says : 

“ The  system  in  our  county  is  in  a disorganized  condition  in 
consequence  of  the  constant  changes  in  the  school  laws,  the 
effects  of  the  war,  &c.,  &c.  Our  Court-house  has  been  destroyed 
by  fire,  with  all  the  records  pertaining  to  the  school  system,  and 
notwithstanding  efforts  to  organize  have  been  made,  no  organization 
has  as  yet  been  effected. 

“ I am  unable  to  state  how  many  schools  are  in  actual  operation 
at  this  time.  Our  county  is  divided  into  about  60  scholastic  districts, 
in  each  of  which  school-houses  have  been  erected,  and  I would  sup- 
pose that  at  this  time  schools  are  in  operation  in  about  half  of  these 
districts,  all  of  which  are  whiter — no  colored  schools  in  the  county. 

“ The  schools  by  a general  estimate  are  not  kept  open  more  than 
five  months  in  the  year. 

“ I am  unable  to  say  how  many  pupils  are  enrolled. 

“ The  scholastic  population  has  been  partially  reported,  and  the 
same  was  reported  to  the  Comptroller  accordingly  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law. 

“The  aggregate  amount  of  which,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
said  report,  is  3,972. 

“ I find  by  an  interview  with  the  Secretary  of  Board  of  Education 
for  this  county,  that  the  Commissioners  of  Civil  District  No., 3,  sub- 
district No.  2,  had  filed  a report  of  the  scholastic  population  of  said 
district  with  the  Board,  but  not  in  my  office,  which,  if  you  can,  I 
would  be  glad  if  you  will  insert  same  in  report  on  file.  Number  of 
population  in  said  district,  whites,  99 ; colored,  7 ; aggregate,  106  ; 
which  added  to  amount  heretofore  reported  of  3,972,  makes  the  sum 
of  4,078,  as  number  of  scholastic  population  reported  by  Commis- 
sioners.” 

SUMNER. 

No  public  schools.  The  Magistrates  have  not  levied  a tax,  and 
and  have  not  submitted  the  question  to  the  people. 

TIPTON. 

Nothing  done,  except  to  elect  Commissioners  and  take  the  scho-" 
lastic  population.  There  are  of  whites,  2,116  j colored,  1,587.  Total  * 
3, 7fi3. 
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TKOUSDALE. 

Magistrates  have  taken  no  action  in  the  matter,  virtually  ignoring 
the  existence  of  such  a law. 

UNION. 

People  are  very  favorable  to  schools.  A sufficient  tax  will  proba- 
bly be  levied  in  April. 

YAN  BUREN. 

No  school  tax  levied.  Commissioners  elected  in  all  the  districts 
but  one.  Nothing  else  done,  and  no  report  given  of  the  scholastic 
population. 

WARREN. 

January  Term  of  County  Court  levied  a tax  of  10  cents  on  the 
$100  for  school  purposes.  School  Commissioners  have  been  elected 
and  Board  of  Education  organized.  Number  of  schools  in  opera- 
tion last  November,  under  the  present  system,  about  30.  Number 
of  pupils  enrolled  about  60  to  each  school.  Scholastic  population 
about  3,500. 

W.  H.  Smith  has  been  elected  Superintendent,  and  is  heartily  en- 
gaged in  building  up  a good  system  of  schools. 

WASHINGTON. 

No  tax.  Commissioners  elected.  About  fifty  schools  are  reported 
as  being  in  operation,  but  private  ones  are  probably  intended.  Scho- 
lastic population  about  5,000. 

WAYNE. 

The  County  Court  has  neither  levied  a tax  nor  submitted  the  ques- 
tion of  a levy  to  the  people.  Commissioners  have  been  elected,  but 
take  no  interest  in  public  instruction,  the  surest  way  in  the  world 
(o  deprive  the  people  of  these  educational  facilities  to  which  they 
: re  entitled.  It  is  precisely  the  case  of  Judges  who  will  hold  no 
Courts,  or  of  legislators  who  will  never  meet.  No  information  is 
tven,  except  that  thirteen  districts  report  a scholastic  population 
i K 3,014. 

The  Clerk  thinks  the  only  way  in  which  public  public  schools  can 
succeed  in  Wayne  is  to  have  the  whole  matter  compulsory,  both  as  to 
raising  funds  and  laying  ofi*  school  districts.  He  thinks  parents  and 
guardians  would  also  have  to  be  compelled  to  send  their  children  to 
school.  A County  Superintendent  is  especially  needed* 
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WEAKLEY. 

N o tax.  County  Court  appointed  Commissioners  at  January  term 
to  redistrict  the  county.  Nothing  else  has  been  done. 

WHITE. 

Nothing  has  been  done  except  to  elect  Commissioners  in  the  1st, 
4th,  5th  and  11th  districts.  An  order  has  been  made  to  have  Com- 
missioners elected, in  the  remainder. 

WILLIAMSON. 

No  report. 

WILSON. 

The  Magistrates  refused  to  levy  a tax,  and  have  not  seen  fit  to 
submit  it  to  a vote  of  the  people; 


:o: — 

The  following  reports  were  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  their 
proper  place.  It  will  be  seen  that  Campbell  and  Eentress  have 
levied  a higher  tax  for  common  schools  than  any  of  the  counties. 

CAMPBELL. 

Campbell  county  has  voted  a tax  of  forty  cents  on  the  hundred 
dollars’  worth  of  taxable  property.  School  Commissioners  have 
been  elected  in  all  the  school  districts;  There  are  no  free  schools 
in  operation,  but  about  eight  pay  schools,  all  of  which  are  numer- 
ously attended,  containing  about  four  hundred  scholars.  There  are 
at  present  no  colored  schools — the  colored  population  being,  very 
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small.  The  county  has  made  provision  for  a five  months  school  in  *. 
each  district.  The  scholastic  population  is  about  3,000. 

WILLIAMSON. 

This  county  has  levied  a tax  of  5 cents  on  the  $100  for  public  in- 
struction. No  other  steps  have  been  taken  so  far  as  our. information 
goes.  People  generally  are  either  indifferent  in  regard  to  schools, 
or  feel  that  they  are  not  able, to  endure  a ..tax  sufficient  to  make  them 
efficient. 
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REPORT 


Mr.  Speaker  : — The  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  of  the 
General  Assembly,  appointed  under  section  No.  3 of  the  Governor’s 
Proclamation,  have  examined  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Tennessee  Penitentiary,  submitted  September  30,  1871,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  books  in  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  Book- 
keeper of  the  Penitentiary,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  this  as  their 
Report,  showing  the  general  management  of  the  Prison  from  1st 
March,  1870,  to  December  20,  1871,  embracing  a period  of  twenty- 
one  months  and  nineteen  days. 

The  information  upon  which  this  Report  is  based  was  acquired 
chiefly  from  the  books  in  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  and  Book- 
keeper of  the  Penitentiary. 

The  Report  of  the  Inspectors  was  defective  in  this,  that  it  failed 
to  charge  the  Inspectors  with  the  value  and  amount  of  finished  and 
unfinished  work  and  material,  on  hand  at  the  Prison,  on  the  1st 
day  of  March,  1870;  and  the  further  fact  that  it  only  embraced  the 
transactions  of  the  Prison  from  1st  of  March,  1870,  to  August  31, 
1871,  made  it  absolutely  necessary  that  reference  should  be  had  to 
the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and  Book-keeper. 

The  Committee  were  unable  to  find  any  inventory  of  the  finished 
and  unfinished  work  and  material  on  hand  at  the  Prison,  March  1, 
1870,  but  we  learn  from  the  Inspectors  that  an  inventory  was  made, 
at  the  commencement  of  their  administration,  and  that  they  charged 
themselves  upon  their  books  with  the  full  amount  of  the  inventory, 
which  as  it  appears  upon  the  books,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $71,- 
747.88,  and  is  accordingly  so  entered  in  the  general  statement, 
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herewith  filed  and  marked  Exhibit  A ; which  is  made  a part  of  this 
Report. 

The  inventory  made  at  the  termination  of  the  Ward  & Briggs 
lease,  on  the  20th  day  of  December,  1869,  shows  that  there  was  at 
that  time  finished  and  unfinished  work  and  material  on  hand  at  the 
Prison,  amounting  in  value  to  the  sum  of  $130,369.09.  The  then 
existing  Board  of  Inspectors — Wm.  Shane,  M.  R.  Murrell,  and 
Charles  Robinson — received  this  property  from  Ward  & Briggs,  and 
continued  to  superintend  the  management  of  the  Prison,  from  the 
20th  of  December,  1869,  to  March  1,  1870,  a period  of  two  months 
and  eleven  days. 

The  Committee  are  unable  to  determine  how  the  value  of  the 
finished  and  unfinished  work  and  material  was  reduced  from  $130,- 
369.09,  as  shown  by  the  Ward  & Briggs  inventory,  to  $71,747.88, 
as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and  Book-keeper  of  the  Pen- 
itentiary, in  the  short  space  of  time  intervening  between  the  termi- 
nation of  the  lease,  and  the  appointment  of  the  new  Board  of  In- 
spectors, on  the  1st  of  March,  1870.  , 

The  Inspectors  claim  that  they  received  the  goods  and  charged 
themselves  with  them  at  the  same  rate  of  valuation  fixed  in  the 
Ward  & Briggs  inventory,  while  the  only  member  of  the  preceding 
Board  of  Inspectors,  Charles  Robinson,  who  appeared  before  the 
Committee,  claimed  that  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  which  he  was 
a member,  turned  over  to  their  successors  in  office  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1870,  as  much  property  as  they  received  from  Ward  & 
Briggs.  The  Committee  had  no  means  of  arriving  at  the  merits  of 
this  controversy,  as  they  were  not  invested  with  power  and  authority 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers  and  to  administer  oaths. 

The  Committee  would  have  applied  to  the  two  Houses  for  this 
authority,  but  the  approaching  termination  of  the  present  session 
would  admit  of  no  delay  if  any  report  was  to  be  made  before  the 
adjournment,  and  for  this  reason  the  Committee  adopted  the  entries 
upon  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and  Book-keeper  as  the  basis  of 
their  report.  The  claims  outstanding  against  the  Prison  on  the  1st 
of  March,  1870,  amounted  to  $13,559.44,  and  the  Legislature  sub- 
sequently made  appropriations  to  pay  these  claims  by  Acts  passed 
respectively  upon  the  24th  day  of  June,  1870,  and  the  1st  day  of 
February,  1871.  (See  Acts  of  1870  and  1870-71.)  Notwithstand- 
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ing  the  fact  that  the  Penitentiary  was  a tax  upon  the  Treasury,  as 
above  shown  during  the  two  months  and  eleven  days,  that  it  was 
managed  by  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  1868-9,  yet  the  value  of 
the  property  on  hand  appears  to  have  been  reduced  $58,621.21,  and 
this  deficit  cannot  be  explained  by  any  means  within  the  power  of 
the  Committee. 

It  may  be  a very  interesting  question  for  another  Legislature  to 
inquire  what  disposition  has  been  made  of  this  $58,621.21,  which  is 
not  accounted  for  in  any  way  whatever. 

From  the  accompanying  statement  filed  with  this  report,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  gross  receipts  of  the  Prison  from  March  1,  1870,  to 
December  20,  1871,  amounted  to  $375,220.59. 

The  present  liabi lilies  of  the  Prison  amount  to  the  sum  of  $77,- 
903.05. 

The  principal  part  of  this  liability  is  for  money  borrowed  from 
S.  H.  Patterson,  upon  Comptroller's  warrants,  hypothecated  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  February  1, 

1871. 

These  warrants  were  issued  to  the  Inspectors  as  a loan,  upon  the 
part  of ■ the  State  to  the  Prison  in  consideration  of  work  done  on 
the  Prison  walls,  and  were  to  be  used  as  collaterals  in  borrowing 
money  for  the  use  of  the  Prison. 

The  Act  required  that  they  should  be  redeemed  at  the  end  of 
twelve  months  and  returned  to  the  Comptroller  for  cancellation. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  extension  of  the  Prison  wall  amounted 
to  $90,799.60,  and  warrants  to  this  amount  were  accordingly  issued 
to  the  Inspectors,  and  were  by  them  hypothecated  as  collaterals,  with 
S.  H.  Patterson  to  secure  the  payment  of  a loan  of  $59,400.00, 
principal  and  interest. 

When  the  present  contract  of  lease  was  entered  into,  there  seems 
to  have  been  some  misunderstanding  between  the  Governor  and  the 
Inspectors  as  to  the  provision  made  for  the  redemption  of  these 
warrants. 

The  Inspectors  claim  that  they  were  to  apply  the  first  $15,000.00 
paid  by  the  Lessees,  to  the  payment  of  debts  contracted  by  the  In- 
spectors for  material  and  supplies  for  the  Prison,  and  they  did  ac- 
cordingly apply  the  first  $15,000.00  so  received  to  the  payment  ot 
debts  of  that  character. 
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The  Governor  was,  however,  of  a different  opinion,  and  thought 
that  the  money  paid  to  the  Inspectors  by  the  Lessees,  should  have 
been  applied  first  to  the  redemption  of  the  warrants,  as  it  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  State  that  they  should  not  pass  from 
her  control  at  such  an  immense  sacrifice. 

The  Superintendent  of  Prison  received  from  the  Lessees  subse- 
quent payments  to  the  amount  of  $38,582.32,  which  was  placed  in 
Bank  to  be  used  in  redeeming  the  warrants,  and  the  Governor 
negotiated  a loan  of  $20,000  with  the  Fourth  National  Bank  of 
Nashville,  and  by  this  means  was  enabled  to  provide  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  warrants,  which  were  to  be  redeemed  on  the  26th 
or  27th  of  this  instant;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  Lessees  are  still  due  the  State  $5,444.04  for  manufactured 
articles  in  the  hands  of  agents  of  the  Prison,  which  should  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  together  with  any  other  balance  that 
may  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent,  after  settling  all  out- 
standing claims  against  the  Prison. 

The  Inspectors  are  also  charged  with  the  amount  paid  by  the 
State  Treasury  as  salaries  of  officers  of  the  Prison.  In  determining 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  Institution  has  been  self-sustaining 
or  not,  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  the  account  all  sums  paid  out  by 
the  State  on  account  of  the  Prison,  and  it  certainly  is  not  self- 
sustaining  as  long  as  it  costs  the  Treasury  of  the  State  a single 
dollar. 

The  “ old  Stone  Quarry,”  at  the  Prison,  was  sold  by  authority  of 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  24th  day  of  June,  1870, 
and  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  amounted  to  $3,991.37.  The  In- 
spectors paid-  $510,  of  this  sum,  for  what  is  known  as  the  new  Stone 
Quarry,  and  took  a deed  in  the  name  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors 
and  their  successors  in  office,  and  the  remainder  of  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  the  old  Quarry  was  charged  against  the  Inspectors. 

This  concludes  the  amount  charged  against  the  Inspectors,  and 
we  will  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  credits  claimed  by 
the  Inspectors,  and  allowed  by  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  deciding 
upon  some  credits  claimed  by  the  Inspectors,  but  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  allow  credits  as  follows:  1.  For  the  value  of  the  property 
sold  to  O'Connor  and  Looney;  2.  For  maintenance  of  Prison;  3. 
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Improvements  and  additions  to  Prison  property ; 4.  For  all  out- 
standing claims  in  favor  of  the  Prison ; 5.  Discount  on  warrants. 

For  a more  particular  statement  of  the  credits,  reference  may  be 
had  to  the  statement  herewith  filed  and  heretofore  referred  to  as  a 
part  of  this  report. 

The  credit  allowed  for  Improvements  and  additions  to  the  Prison 
property,  including  the  extension  of  the  Prison  wall,  would  have 
been  inquired  into  more  particularly  if  the  time  allowed  for  making 
the  investigation  had  been  of  sufficient  duration,  to  admit  of  the 
delay  that  would  have  followed  a thorough  and  complete  investiga- 
tion. The  Committee  would  have  preferred  to  take  proof  as  to  the 
part  of  the  wall  built  after  the  first  of  March,  1870,  and  to  have 
had  an  estimate  made  by  competent  parties,  showing  the  value  of 
the  work  done  on  that  part  of  the  wall  by  the  Board  of  Inspectors 
for  1870-71,  but  want  of  time  prevented  it. 

There  has  been  some  doubt  expressed  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
estimate  made  by  authority  of  the  Inspectors,  but  Committee  are 
not  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  value  of  such  work  to  express  any 
enlightened  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  the 
estimate. 

The  Inspectors  insist  that  the  estimate  was  too  small,  and  seemed 
anxious  that  the  committee  should  have  an  estimate  made,  which 
would  have  been  done  but  for  the  reasons  before  stated. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  the  reasons  which  induced  the  commit- 
tee to  allow  a credit  for  the  discount  on  Comptroller’s  warrants,  as 
they  will  have  to  be  redeemed  by  the  State  dollar  for  dollar.  The 
warrants  here  referred  to  were  issued  to  the  Inspectors  for  improve- 
ments made  on  the  Capitol  Grounds  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per 
day  for  each  convict  employed,  which  was  the  market  price  of  the 
labor,  and  the  warrants  were  sold  in  the  market  at  a heavy  discount 
to  obtain  money  to  pay  prison  expenses. 

Now,  in  determining  whether  the  institution  has  been  self-sus- 
taining or  not,  we  must  be  governed  by  the  market  price  of  the 
labor,  and  the  actual  amount  received  for  this  labor  performed  for 
the  State,  and  allow  the  Inspectors  a credit  for  the  difference  be- 
tween the  market  value  of  the  labor,  and  the  amount  actually  re- 
ceived for  it. 

While  the  Committee  allowed  the  Inspectors  a credit  for  the 
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full  amount  of  the  claims  outstanding  in . favor  of  the  prison,  it 
would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the  full  amount  will  be  col- 
lected, for  we  very  well  know  that  individuals  or  corporations  that 
deal  extensively  with  the  public,  under  the  credit  system,  must  in- 
evitably lose  something  in  the  way  of  bad  debts. 

After  making  all  just  charges  against  the  Inspectors,  and  allow- 
ing all  proper  credits  in  their  favor  that  could  be  definitely  ascer- 
tained, the  Committee  find  that  the  actual  deficit  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  $36,011.98.  (See  full  statement  of  account  .herewith  filed.) 

The  Inspectors  maintain  that  they  are  entitled  to  a credit  for  the 
difference  in  the  valuation  of  the  property  received  by  them  from 
the  preceding  Board  of  Inspectors,  and  the  valuation  of  similar 
property  sold  by  them  to  O’Connor  & Looney,  the  present  lessees. 

From  an  examination  of  the  Ward  & Briggs’  inventory  and  the 
inventory  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  lease,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  difference  in  the  value  of  the  same  kind  of  articles 
was  quite  remarkable  in  many  instances.  The  Committee  do  not 
hesitate  to  express  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  State  sustained  a 
heavy  loss  in  purchasing  the  property  from  Ward  & Briggs  at  the 
prices  fixed  in  the  inventory,  but  the  appraisement  was  made  under 
a law  which  made  it  conclusive  and  binding  upon  the  State,  and  she 
is  compelled  to  submit  to  the  fraud  practiced  upon  her  by  those  who 
should  have  protected  her  interests  in  the  matter. 

When  the  property  was  appraised  to  the  State,  she  was  forced  to 
pay  more  for  it  than  it  could  have  been  sold  for  in.  any  market,  and 
when  she  appraised  the  property  to  the  present  lessees,  it  was  valued 
in  accordance  with  the  contract  of  lease,  at  bare  cost. 

Justice  to  the  Inspectors  demands  that  a credit  should  be  allowed 
them  for  the  difference  in  valuations,  which  would  amount  to  no  in- 
considerable sum,  and  would  very  materially  change  the  showing  of 
their  account. 

The  Committee  would  have  made  a thorough  and  critical  exami- 
nation of  the  two  inventories,  and  obtained  from  them  an  approxi- 
mate statement  of  the  difference  in  the  valuations,  and  entered  the 
difference  to  the  credit  of  the  Inspectors,  but  for  the  same  good 
reason  before  stated,  a want  of  time. 

The  inspectors  are  clearly  entitled  to  credit  for  the  success  they 
achieved  in  the  management  of  the  prison  during  their  term  of 
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office,  considering  all  the  difficulties  surrounding  them,  and  encoun- 
tering them  at  every  step  in  the  commencement  of  their  adminis- 
tration. 

The  State  had  but  recently  terminated  a most  disastrous  lease, 
and  the  institution  waathrown  back  upon  the  State  without  money 
and  without  credit  at  home  or  abroad.  The  State  was  financially 
embarrassed,  and  in  no  condition  to  loan  her  impaired  credit,  which 
was  little  better  than  that  of  the  prison  itself,  and  the  consequence 
was  that  those  who  sold  supplies  or  material  to  the  prison  must  be 
paid  an  exorbitant  per  cent,  upon  every  thing,  for  the  risk  incurred 
in  selling  on  a credit  to  an  insolvent  institution. 

In  many  instances  the  Inspectors  were  forced  to  loan  their  private 
credit  as  individuals  to  procure  necessaries  for  the  prison.  They 
applied  to  the  Legislature  for  permission  to  work  the  prison  labor 
outside  the  prison  walls,  and  recommended  that  branch  prisons  be 
established  at  various  points  in  the  State. 

The  Legislature  adopted  these  suggestions,  and  the  increased 
value  of  prison  labor  at  the  present  time  is  a living  evidence  of  the 
wisdom  of  that  policy,  and  but  for  that  poliey  the  prison  would  be 
to-day  a heavy  tax  upon  the  State  Treasury. 

From  1865  to  1869  the  Comptrollers  books  show  that  the  Peni- 
tentiary has  cost  the  State  the  enormous  sum  of  $459,746.61,  or  an 
average  of  $114,936.67  per  annum. 

A considerable  portion  of  this  amount  was  paid  out  by  the  State 
during  the  years  1870-;71,  but  the  books  in  the  Comptrollers  office 
show  that  it  was  paid  out  on  account  of  debts  contracted  prior  to 
1870,  and  principally  to  extricate  the  prison  from  the  unfortunate 
lease  to  Ward  & Briggs  made  on  the  16th  day  of  July,  1866. 

The  prison  is  now  paying  the  State  a handsome  profit  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  institution. 

The  State,  after  paying  all  her  officers  at  the  prison,  receives  a 
net  profit  from  the  prison  of  $27,400.00  per  annum,  and  this  sum  is 
certain  and  fixed  beyond  perchance  or  peradventure. 

Epidemics  may  prevail — contagion  may  spread  death  and  devas- 
tation all  over  the  country — debtors  may  become  insolvent,  and 
cause  the  prison  to  sustain  heavy  losses — the  labor  market  may  be 
dull,  and  no  remunerative  employment  be  found  for  the  convicts — 
B— 12 
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but  the  State  is  indemnified  against  all  these,  and  if  any  loss  is  sus- 
tained, it  must  be  borne  by  the  lessees,  and  not  by  the  State. 

The  average  expense  of  discharging  convicts  at  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  imprisonment  is,  under  the  law,  about  $16  each,  and 
this  expense  is  paid  by  the  lessees. 

The  people  of  the  State  have  good  reason  to  congratulate  them- 
selves upon  this  happy  solution  of  the  question  as  to  how  the  Peni- 
tentiary is  to  be  managed  so  as  to  be  made  a self-sustaining  institu- 
tion. 

The  Committee  were  pleased  to  see  the  fidelity  with  which  the 
lessees  are  performing  their  stipulations  with  the  State  in  providing 
good  clothing  and  healthy  food  for  the  prisoners.  Everything 
about  the  prison  wears  a cheerful  and  cleanly  aspect — the  discipline 
is  good,  and  the  prisoners  look  healthy  and  cheerful. 

The  officers  of  the  State  are  active  and  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  the  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  capacities 
of  the 'prison  to  sustain  itself  independent  of  the  State  Treasury 
will  not,  be  questioned  in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  C.  PORTER, 

Chairman  Senate  Committee . 
F.  W.  EARNEST, 

B.  A.  ENLOE, 

Chairman  House  Committee . 

T.  F.  P.  ALLISON, 
ALBERT  BUFORD, 

JOHN  BLEVINS, 

J.  G.  THOMAS. 
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